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PREFACE 


On September 25 1985 Governor George Deukmejlan signed 

into law A B 2104 (Chapter 965 of the Statutes of 1985) 

This legislation established under the administration of 
the California State Archives, a State Government Oral 
History Program "to provide through the use of oral history 
a continuing documentation of state policy development as 
reflected in California's legislative and executive 
history " 

The following interview is one of a series of oral histories 
undertaken for inclusion in the state program These 
interviews offer insights into the actual workings of both 
the legislative and executive processes and policy 
mechanisms They also offer an increased understanding of 
the men and women who create legislation and implement state 
policy Further, they provide an overview of issue 
development m California state government and of how both 
the legislative and executive branches of government deal 
with issues and problems facing the state 

Interviewees are chosen primarily on the basis of their 
contributions to and influence on the policy process of the 
state of California They include members of the 
legislative and executive branches of the state government 
as well as legislative staff, advocates members of the 
media and other people who played significant roles in 
specific issue areas of major and continuing importance to 
California 

By authorizing the California State Archives to work 
cooperatively with oral history units at California colleges 
and universities to conduct interviews, this program is 
structured to take advantage of the resources and expertise 
m oral history available through California's several 
institutionally based programs 




Participating as cooperating institutions m the State 
Government Oral History Program are 

Oral History Program 

History Department 

California State University, Fullerton 

Oral History Program 

Center for California Studies 

California State University, Sacramento 

Oral History Program 

Claremont Graduate School 

Regional Oral History Office 

The Bancroft Library 

University of California, Berkeley 

Oral History Program 

University of California, Los Angeles 

The establishment of the California State Archives State 
Government Oral History Program marks one of the most 
significant commitments made by any state toward the 
preservation and documentation of its governmental history 
It supplements the often fragmentary historical written 
record by adding an organized primary source, enriching the 
historical information available on given topics and 
allowing for more thorough historical analysis As such, 
the program through the preservation and publication of 
interviews such as the one which follows, will be of lasting 
value to current and future generations of scholars, 
citizens, and leaders 


John F Burns 
State Archivist 


July 27, 1988 
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[Session 1 
[Begin Tape 
VASQUEZ 


SANTILLAN 


October 14 1989] 

1 Side A] 

Dr Santill&n to begin this oral history why 
don't you tell me something about your personal 
background where you were born and something 
about your family 7 

I was born in Los Angeles California on 
January 23 1947 My father and mother are 

both from Mexico My father was born in 

Tampico Tamaulipas My mother was born in the 
state of Chihuahua but came over at a very 
early age In fact my mother came over when 
she must have been only about three months 
old My father came when he must have been 
about seven or eight years old during the 
depression in Mexico They came to El Paso 
[Texas] with my grandfather my father's 
father 

What are your father's and mother's names and 
your grandfather's name 7 


VASQUEZ 
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SANTILLAN 


VASQUEZ 

SANTILLAN 


Okay my father's name is Carlos Veloz 
Santillan and my mother's name is Raquel 
Oviedo was her maiden name My grandfather's 
name was Jos6 Santillan My grandfather Jose 
was a butcher in Mexico came to El Paso and 
was recruited to come to Los Angeles They 
were recruiting people there that would have 
taken him either to St Joseph Missouri or to 
Chicago or to Omaha but apparently there was 
some family already here in California So 
they came through El Paso— 

Recruited for what? To come to work in what 7 
To work in the meat-packing industries They 
would come through El Paso and then come 
through San Antonio and there they would have 
contractors for the railroads and for the 
meatpacking and steel industries 

My grandfather came to California to work 
in the meatpacking industries In the 1920s 
and the 1930s Los Angeles had a meat-packing 
industry that consisted of Swift Armour and 
Oscar Mayer and quite an intensive industry 
here In fact my mother's mother my 


grandmother [Sabina Oviedo] worked thirty years 
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for Oscar Mayer 

What happened then was they came to Los 
Angeles and they settled in Boyle Heights My 
father went through some of the elementary 
schools Eventually my father graduated from 
[Theodore] Roosevelt [High School] in 1942 My 
mother is about ten years younger than my 
father 

In 1942 my father joined the service He 
joined the army and became a paratrooper and 
served his basic training in the South While 
in the army with all my uncles my father and 
my uncles became U S citizens It was one of 
the very few—in fact the only war—in which 
they had that option My father served 
overseas from 1942 to 1945 and has two Purple 
Hearts He was wounded at the Battle of the 
Bulge and he was also wounded in Holland and 
was there in Berlin when the Russians and 
Americans were racing to capture Hitler He 
has a lot of fascinating stories I share this 
background with you about my father being in 
the service and in regards to my primarily 
working-class background because that is going 
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SANTILLAN 


to have an impact on my own politics 

My father was honorably discharged and 
came back to Los Angeles in 1945 and through a 
friend of my mother’s they began to court My 
mother was fourteen years old A lot of people 
are very surprised but in those days that was 
a requirement for women to start courting 
with a chaperone My aunt my tia began to 
chaperone my father My father must have been 
about twenty-four years old at that time 

My father tells a story one of the first 
stories I remember was that when he came back 
with his uniform he took my mother to the 
Palladium in Hollywood but they would not 
allow Mexicans in the Palladium 
Even when they were wearing a uniform 7 
Even with the uniform And then my father also 
talks about the fact that there were certain 
nightclubs and restaurants very nice places 
in Los Angeles after the war where Mexican 
servicemen and black servicemen were not 
allowed to enter because of discrimination My 
mother and father were married and m January 


1947 I was born 
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We rented a house right there on First 
[Street] and Indiana [Street]— Actually it was 
Michigan [Street] and Alma [Avenue] It was an 
old house that was actually a grocery store 
My uncle owned the property He had three 
houses on it So that is where I grew up I 
was baptized at Our Lady of Lourdes in East Los 
Angeles and I made my first communion and 
confirmation at Our Lady of Lourdes I grew up 
in that area and went to Belvedere Elementary 
School I have a lot of wonderful childhood 
memories from there 

Something that was to have an impact 
though eventually later on in my life was the 
fact that both my parents my father more so 
than my mother made it a point that we weren't 
going to learn Spanish because my parents as 
I'11 explain later on had been victims of 
discrimination They wanted to Americanize 
us 

But it was more than language I 
remember that in almost any other aspect of 
our culture in terms of religion of food of 
all of the different occasions we were very 
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Mexican It seemed like the issue of language 

was something that They made a real 

conscious effort not to do it 

They thought that this would give you better 

opportunities 9 

Opportunities They really felt that My 
mother said something that I thought was 
interesting She felt that it was even going 
to be more necessary for us to speak without an 
accent because we were so dark She felt that 
if we had been lighter then maybe Spanish 
would have been taught because we could have 

Because of your color tone you couldn't afford 
Spanish 9 

Spanish That was her rationale In fact she 
used to tell me that it was not uncommon for 
Mexican women in the 1940s and even in 1950 to 
pray for light-skinned babies because 
Later on I talked to my parents during the 
Chicano movement I was really somewhat taken 
back at how political they were They 
understood the dynamics of racism and social 
mobility maybe not in those terms but they 
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understood the dynamics of how people got ahead 
and how people didn't get ahead 

What happened then is I went to elementary 
school at Belvedere And in the second grade 
There were two things that happened 
Because my father was a World War II veteran 
My father went back to school He was able to 
get a trade 
Under the GI Bill’ 

Under the GI Bill In the area of sheet 
metaling I had another uncle [Raymond Lopez] 
who went into sheet metaling and another uncle 
that worked with refrigeration and one working 
with air conditioning It was always a 
standard joke I had one uncle who went 

into TV repair and my father and all my uncles 
made a joke about it because they said 
TVs’ Nobody had TVs in 1947 To make that 
long story short by the time he was like in 
his forties he retired because 
He did so well? 

Yes he did so well because TV came in and of 
course they were primitive at that time They 
were all breaking down He had more business 
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but my father and uncles had to retire at 
sixty-five He retired in his forties That 

was to have profound implications I think 
later on in regards not only to my own 
generation the Chicano generation but in 
terms of the Chicano movement For the first 
time you had a significant segment of the 
Mexican community who through the GI Bill 
was able to go to college and get some 
skills 

The second part of that was that because 
my father was a veteran he was able to move 
out So in the early 1950s there was somewhat 
of a massive exodus of Mexican veterans moving 
to such places as San Gabriel I grew up 

in Norwalk Santa Fe Springs Bell 

Flower El Monte Whittier They were making 
all kinds of GI homes out there My parents 
wanted to purchase a GI home in Orange 
County My mother had grown up in Santa Ana 
In the 1930s and 1940s that was probably one 
of the most racist places anywhere in the 
country She grew up in Santa Ana California 
and all her aunts and relatives were there So 
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•they decided to purchase a home in Buena Park 

Again my father taught me to this day 
that Mexicans couldn’t buy GI houses in Buena 
Park at that time in 1954 1955 So what they 

did is they settled as close as they could and 
that was in Norwalk which isn't too far from 
Santa Ana It is just down the freeway 
there 

In 1956 I was I think going on ten 
years old we moved from East Los Angeles to 
Norwalk California Even though it was only 
fourteen miles away it was a real 
Another world 7 
Another world 
What was different 7 

Well it was different in the sense The 

fact is that we were now the minority 
literally in terms of numbers where all of our 
neighbors had been Mexican I remember that 
very clearly in the church in the school 
Everything was Mexican It [Norwalk] was one 
of the first real contacts that I had with 
Anglos as neighbors because I remember all our 
neighbors The only minority that I ever 
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had contact with were the Japanese and 
Chinese They owned all the stores 
In Boyle Heights? 

In Boyle Heights and we used to call them Mama 
and Papa It was a real experience in the 
sense that it had social implications far- 
reaching implications because you would have a 
Mexican family then you would have two Anglo 
families and a Mexican family and maybe three 
Anglo families and then a Mexican family The 
cultural differences were very clear Most of 
the Anglo women worked Most of them worked in 
aerospace In Downey My mother didn't 

work Such things as dating practices The 
real tradition of the daughters dating and the 
boys in terms of we had to do the work before 
we could play respect for parents and things 
like that It was a real difference 

What it did was it reinforced my parents 
It was interesting It reinforced to my 
parents that the little Mexican culture that 
they were learning was to them They 

were very frightened because they saw for the 
first time firsthand what they conceived to 
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be very decadent Anglo culture in terms of 
women working and not being home and so on and 
so forth So our parents almost made it a 
point to instill even more Mexican culture 
still not the language but more in terms of 
'You are always Mexican in whatever 

When I was in the third grade I came 
home and my mother still remembers this X 
still remember her expression I came home and 
I asked my mom Mom what is a nigger 0 I 
could still see my mother*s face the pain in 
her face because she had known that for the 
first time that had happened So she just sat 
me down and I remember my father came home 
They both sat me down and explained to me 
basically that there are people in the world 
who aren't going to like you because of your 
color and your name and who you are 
Had you been called that? 

Never Never That was the first time My 
friend 

You were called that? Is that why you raised 
the question 0 

Right That is why I raised the question I 


SANTILLAN 
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had never heard that term before and it was in 
the third grade that somebody called me a 
nigger I didn't understand I didn't even 
know what it meant So when I went home and I 
told my parents It was something 

Like my mother and father would say later on 
Those kids heard it from their parents about 
Mexicans living there Now I remember my 
mother brings it up There were kids that we 
couldn't play with My mother would never tell 
us that She would just say Oh they are 
busy or whatever but there were people 
there That is not to say that my mother 

didn't make friends with some of the Anglo 
women She did and there were some Anglo 
women who made friends with Mexicans But the 
Mexican families pretty much stayed with their 
own in the sense that whenever there was any 
functions or whatever my mother would go over 
there That was my first real feeling of 
being different 

Who when you were coming up as a child or as a 
young man had the most influence on you in 
terms of social and political ideas' 7 


VASQUEZ 
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I think in terms of my own cultural values it 
was my mother My mother set the tone for my 
brothers I have two other brothers I have a 
brother who is Charles (Carlos) who was born 
in 1949 two years after I was Then Jos6 
Francisco who was born in 1957 

My mother had three miscarriages My 
parents wanted to have a lot of children They 
both wanted to have a very big family I was 
born and my brother was born two years later 
and then there were three miscarriages before 
the third one in 1957 At that time my mother 
couldn't have anymore children In fact they 
wanted her not to even have the last one They 
wanted to have about eight kids That is what 
they wanted They really had tried to work 
that So in terms of the impact on my brothers 
and me including my mother because we spent 
so much time with her I mean she didn't 

work and what happened was that she had that 
kind of impact 

The other person was my grandmother my 
mother's mother who probably had the biggest 
impact on me politically of what it was to be 



14 


VASQUEZ 

SANTILLAN 


Mexican I should tell you that both my 
grandmother my mother's mother and my 
grandfather my father's father used to scold 
my parents because we didn’t learn Spanish 
Is that right 7 

Yes I remember that My grandfather and my 
father tell me the story that they could not 
speak English in the house Whenever we got to 
functions together my grandfather would be 
very angry and my father would always tell him 
in Spanish you know Pero estos niHos son de 
aqul de este lado De los Estados Unidos 
Son Americanos " [But these kids are from 
here from this side of the border From the 
United States They are Americans ] And my 
grandfather would say No son Americanos 
Somos Mexicanos Todo tiempo son Mexicanos 
[They are not Americans We are Mexicans 
They are always Mexicans ] And he would tell 
them that they're Americans but they're going 
to be discriminated against because they're 
brown 

One thing that I did not know later on in 
life that would have more political My 
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grandmother and my mother were very political 
in terms of what it was to be a Mexican They 
always instilled in us that our name was 
Santilldn and that we were Mexican We were 
not Spanish We were Mexican-American and that 
they would prefer for us to marry within our 
own In fact all my brothers although we 
went to Anglo schools married Mexicans So we 
had that sort of sense In terms of the other 
dimension of politics my grandfather used to 
belong to a number of mutualistas or sociedades 
here in Los Angeles 
Mutual aid societies? 

Yes mutual aid societies And I was a little 
bit [surprised] In fact I was told 

when I got involved in the Chicano movement 
that my grandfather was actually a member of 
the Communist party It was supposed to have 
been like a real dark secret but apparently my 
grandfather was involved with the CP here 
because of his work with the butchers union 
here My father had known about it but it had 
been something that you just didn’t tell 
anybody 
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But later on when 1 got involved in the 
Chicano movement both my father and mother 
told me that my grandfather was a member of the 
CP and that in fact he was very active in the 
mutualistas He died when I was in high 
school My mother just a few months ago took 
out his possessions and there are the small 
books the constitution of the mutualistas and 
the sociedades and the badge that he used to 
wear She even showed me when he died where 
people came in and signed in the different 
lodges and the different representatives of 
that time the mutualistas that came in 

So maybe through some sort of osmosis my 
grandfather I could always understand 

Spanish That is the other thing we could 
always understand what people were saying The 
fact that This thing about being 

Mexican The person who would have the 
greatest political impact in terms of real 
politics was my father 

My father maybe because of his father 
has been very active in the union I'm trying 
to think of what union it is My father just 
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retired this year He put in forty years in 
the company the Aluminum Body Corporation here 
in Montebello It is on Washington Avenue 

My father got that job right after I was 
born My father like I mention went to 
school and got the skills So he worked for 
this company There were only two Mexicans 
There were about a hundred guys and there were 
only two Mexicans My father remembers the 
discrimination about 1948 in that job how he 
and Manuel Arag6n were just there by 
themselves Now the company has cut back and 
there has been a lot of problems But there is 
about sixty-something guys And there is 
sixty-four Latinos Mexicanos and one black 
and maybe one white And that is it It is 
completely completely reversed But my father 
is from the very beginning very active in the 
union And I remember when I was a young 
Do you remember the union's name? 

Aahh 

The Steam Fitters? 

No It has to do with transportation because 
it is aluminum I can find that out and he is 
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always telling me about that What happened 
was I know my father would always talk 

about I can always remember at the 

dinner table he would talk against [President 
Richard M ] Nixon and he would talk very good 
about [President John F ] Kennedy and about how 
he was going to vote for Kennedy Then he 
talked about [President] Lyndon [B ] Johnson 
[Senator] Barry Goldwater 

Was he faithful to the Democratic party? 

Oh yes He was very faithful to the 
Democratic party He was a real loyal 
Democrat as was my mother In fact they go 
back to [Governor] Adlai [E~] Stevenson And 
then when Stevenson was in California 
Were they active? Did they get out and 
campaign 7 

No they never got active That was a thing 
about my father My father was a union 
member He was a voter a very loyal voter 
So was my mother I remember they voted My 
father took me when I was a kid to see Adlai 
Stevenson which must have been about 1955 
right against [President Dwight D ] Eisenhower 
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X think in '55 or '56 He took me to go see 
Eisenhower So that was also a sort of 
initiation of the politics Things such as 
'Never cross picket lines Always respect 
unions ' things like that are things that 
stayed with me 

My father even became more active in the 
union as more of the Mexicanos and Latinos 
started working because my father is fluent 
bilingually He can speak English and Spanish 
as my mother They are fluent in both 
languages So the men needed someone who could 
represent and speak both English and Spanish 
So he was the shop steward for many many 
years I remember a lot of the meetings that 
he would go to He still is very active in the 
sense that he belongs to the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars and he goes to meetings 

He was very involved with When 

[President Ronald W ] Reagan was cutting back 
on the VA [Veterans Administration] and those 
kinds of things I guess that is where a lot 
of my politics came from the cultural 
politics I think the politics of what it was 
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to be Mexican and then the real hands-on 
electoral politics with my father 

I remember one incident and then I’ll 
skip over to my own political development 
There was one man a Mexican-American man who 
lived where we lived He was very active with 

This was in Norwalk 9 

In Norwalk He was very active with the 
American GI Forum and LULAC [League of United 
Latin American Citizens] I think were some of 
the groups I think it was more the GI 
Forum He was later on to get involved with 
the farmworkers His name was Max Avalos I 
remember going to school with his daughter 
Then my brother went to school with his son 
One time I remember he came over I was 
outside cutting the grass He came by and 
asked my father he says Hey Carlos I would 
like for you to join the GI Forum You're a 
veteran In fact all the guys on the block 
are thinking of joining We can start a 
chapter My father said No He said I 
just can't I'm real busy And the guy said 
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But this is for la raza and all that I 
remember my father said something good or bad 
right or wrong He said I am going to raise 
my kids to be successful and if I can do that 
then I think I am contributing to la raza And 
if I go out and try to help other people my 
kids are going to be gangsters I remember 
that was the remark that he made 

My father was very very fair with us He 
gave us a lot of opportunities We went 
camping He did a lot He sacrificed He was 
part of lower middle class because he did have 
a skilled job I can't say we were poor We 
always had new school clothes for the school 
We always had food We always got good 
Christmas presents So I grew up in that kind 
of environment We didn't have a lot but at 
the same time we weren't like a lot of other 
people that we knew that were having some 
problems 

I do remember one time my brother started 
joining some of the Chicano gangs in Norwalk 
Norwalk Whittier Santa Fe Springs had the GI 
housing where Mexican-Americans lived And 
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then there were barrios in those areas They 
were all by railroad tracks 
Small colonias? 

Small colonias All those areas they had a 
history there They either worked in the 
fields 

Like Placentia 9 

Yes Placentia Claremont they all had small 
barrios So when I went to school it was 
weird because we would go dressed up in our 
nice blue jeans and pants and then there were 
cholos with khakis and guys with ducktails and 
cholitas and stuff like that It was real 
strange 

Because we came from different parts of 
town My father and mother would say We 
don't want you to hang around with those 
people It was a real class kind of thing 
Then I remember my brother started hanging 
around with some of the guys there One day 
my brother came home and asked my father over 
dinner if he could wear some khakis My father 
said No son of mine is ever going to wear 
khakis Those are hoodlum clothes of 
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gangsters and all that 

So what happened one day was my brother 
went to a friend's house changed wore khakis 
to school and came home My father I guess 
Parents I guess just knew that if 
kids are insisting they want to do it they 
probably did it So my father said Why did 
you wear the khakis after I told you not to do 
it 9 My brother looked at me and said You 
told him I said I didn't tell him You 
told him You just got through telling him 
right now So I remember my father giving my 
brother a beating of his life and setting him 
straight 

All for wearing khakis? 

Yes all for wearing khakis One last thing 
about high school 
Where did you go to high school 9 
I went to Norwalk High School I went to New 
River Elementary School It was a brand new 
school There were all brand new schools out 
there Corvallis Junior High School I went 
to Norwalk High School I graduated in 1965 
When I went to Norwalk High School I was 
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tracked I was given metal shop wood shop I 
was given ROTC [Reserve Officer Training 
Corps] I was in the ROTC In fact I was a 
sergeant in the ROTC in two years All the 
Mexican guys were like in the ROTC 

I remember going home and telling my 
parents I wanted to go to college I had known 
almost since I was little that I wanted to be a 
teacher My parents tell me that I remember 
when I was small I used to get all my cousins 
together and I would stand in front of them 
like I was teaching 

Who put that in you? Where did that come from? 
That came from a third-grade teacher I had 


Who 9 

From Mrs Jimenez who was the only Mexican 
teacher that I had In fact all my teachers 
in school were Anglo My mother remembers this 
story me running all the way home the first 
day of school and me telling her that I had a 
teacher that looked just like me And now I 
could be a teacher Because my mother said 
before that I wanted to be a teacher but I 
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guess ray mother would say Well you can but 
X guess she didn't want to lead me astray in 
terms of Because she knew Mexicans 

weren't teachers 

It was really great because when they had 
the parent conferences they spoke Spanish I 
remember I fell in love with Mrs Jimenez I 
don't know she might be Miss Jimenez I 
remember the other Mexican kids there We just 
had this real thing with her because all the 
other teachers in the school were white There 
were no black teachers or anything like that 
And she was dark She was just as dark as I 
was So when X saw her that just kicked me 
into gear And that is what did it Mrs 
Jimenez So I went home and told my parents 
in high school that they were giving me these 
wood shop and metal shop classes So what 
happened was 

Why were you being tracked that way° Were you 
a good student? 

I was a very good student In fact I did very 
well I did very well but somehow I was being 
tracked I remember when I was in junior high 
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I was tracked also Then when I got to high 
school it became a little bit more obvious 
because I had a woman counselor She 

kept on giving me classes like wood shop metal 
shop and like I said ROTC I don't know My 
father came to my school on Father-Son Night 
We made a spatula for my mother What else 9 I 
made a shoe box and scrapbooks I didn't like 
it I really didn't like it at all 

A side story to that is when I was in 
junior high my parents were still married but 
they were separated My mother went to live 
with her sister my aunt in Monterey Park So 
I went to Montebello Junior High School I 
think it was on Evergreen [Avenue] I think 
When I went in there I remember they gave me a 
couple of classes in agriculture X went out 
with other kids in junior high and I remember 
hoeing out there I always remember that And 
then after a few months my parents reconciled 
and I went back there But I remember it was 
really weird I told my parents X didn't like 
it I wasn't going to be a teacher that way 
My mother and father went to school to 
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talk to my counselor and that is something I 
always remember too They sat down and my 
mother and father who always believed that 
teachers were always right and the school was 
always right My father always told 

teachers You have my permission to punish any 
of my kids and things like that They talked 
to the counselor and said We would like our 
son to start taking some of the [college 
preparatory] classes I will always remember 
that she felt that it would be a disappoint¬ 
ment College is hard and she felt that the 
best thing for me to do was to go to vocational 
school a technical school when I graduated 
and that she knew some good vocational and 
technical schools 

What was her nationality or race 7 
She was white I remember my parents 
insisting She said I am going to go 
ahead I will always remember her She said 
I am going to give Richard those classes so 
that he can go to college but I want you to 
know that when he fails it is your fault that 
I tried to tell you that this was the best 
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thing for him ' My parents said We are 
willing to take that chance 

My father is a graduate from high 
school He never went to college My mother 
only got about a seventh-grade education 
although my mother is a very learned woman 
She is always reading reading the paper 
following current events doing crossword 
puzzles and whatever 

So when I was a junior I started taking 
algebra But the two years I applied to 

[California State University] Long Beach and to 
California] State [University Los Angeles] 
and I was accepted I was accepted as a 
freshman to Long Beach and to Cal State L A 
but my parents told me that Just the 

little money that it cost to go there 
They didn't have money I graduated in 1965 
and then I went to Cerritos [Community] College 
in 1965 to go get an associate arts degree 

Two things were to have profound 
implications at Cerritos College and were to 
introduce me to the Chicano movement 
Did you join a student group there'* 
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No What happened was I was on my way to a 
philosophy class and the [United] Farm Workers 
[Organizing Committee] had a table there This 
was I think in 1966 The Farm Workers had a 
table at Cerritos College to boycott grapes 
And I remember passing by There was an Anglo 
guy there behind the table He said Would 
you like to come and sign our petition? Would 
you like to support our boycott 9 I said I'm 
on my way to my class I'11 do it when I come 
back I was one of those students I had to 
go to class 

After class I was coming back and he saw 
me He said You said you were going to come 
over and sign the petition So I went over 
there There had been I think in 1966 or 
1967 I think it was 1966 An 

article that came out in Time magazine on 
Mexican-Americans in the United States There 
was one quote in there that said something like 
if you want to find Mexicans in Los Angeles go 
to the Olympic Auditorium It just depicted 
Mexicans in a real bad light 


So I remember going back to my parents 
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Well I was still living with ray 
parents And told them about it My 

father's reaction was basically People always 
thought bad about Mexicans and that things 
weren't going to change So I volunteered for 
the Farm Workers table there I would put in a 
few hours there This was I think in 1966 
The second thing that happened was a 
friend of mine whom I grew up with Victor 
Gonz&lez We grew up together from about 

the third grade on He went to Long Beach He 

was an engineer It was a real nice thing He 

was among the top five students in our 
graduating class I remember all the Mexican 
parents My parents were so proud because when 
they named the top ten students of our class 
there was one Mexican there He went to Long 
Beach and then I think in 1967 I think I was 
still in Cerritos because it was like in the 
spring and I was going to go to Cal State in 
the fall He said There is a group starting 
in Long Beach called UMAS —United Mexican- 
American Students—'and there is a party 
there He was going to Long Beach They 
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had a Brown House out there So I went over 
there and that was my introduction to UMAS I 
think it was late 1966 or probably early '67 
Or *67? 

Probably '67 probably spring of '67 that they 
were starting a group of some of the people 
over there I remember going to a party and 
meeting all the Chicanos and people were 
talking about 

Who were some of the leadership there 0 

There were two brothers I am trying to think 

of their names [Daniel] Dan Ch&vez I think 

was active later on He might have become an 

attorney There was Armando V&zquez I am 

trying to think But there were two brothers 

in particular I think they are still 

Armando V&zquez 7 Maybe that is not 7 

Yes V&zquez 

The VAzquez brothers 

Armando and Mario 7 

And Mario V&zquez They were both very active 
there There was also a guy Pardo His 
brother I think was somewhat active out 
there And then there was a Mary Lou 
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Hernandez who was active out there 
How about [Federico] Fred S&nchez'* 

Fred Sanchez I think it might have been 
Fred Yes there was a small core of people 
there My friend Victor Gonzalez to tell you 
the truth was there for the party He wasn't 
real political He was there for the party 
Is he the one that took you? 

Yes he is the one that took me I told him 
that I had been accepted to go to Cal State 
[Los Angeles] But he said You live in 
Cerritos Long Beach is right there ' I was 
going to move in with my grandmother who still 
lives on First [Street] and Ditman [Avenue] in 
East L A right across from where I went to 
school Her name was Sabina Oviedo And so 
what happened was he said 'Oh, you're going to 
think about that when you go there 
Joining the group? 

Yes the UMAS that there might be some people 
starting UMAS at Cal State L A because there 
were some groups forming at UCLA and some other 
places 

It was called MASA [Mexican-American Students 
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Association] at Cal State LA I think 
Oh was it 9 Was it MASA 7 In East LA it was 
called something like MASA but in Long Beach 
it was UMAS I said Oh this is great So 
the Farm Workers and then my first introduc¬ 
tion to the student movement was m 1966 and 
1967 

What was it that attracted you about it or 
fulfilled you about joining or being in a group 
like that 7 

I have to tell you it was not political at 
first It was social Not so much like 
partying but being around people of unity and 
of kind The fact is when I began to talk to 
other people I realized a couple of things 
Basically a lot of us were not from the 
barrio There were a few people but basically 
we shared the same experiences I remember 
that at Cal State there were very few people 
from the barrio at first They were primarily 
from lower middle-class backgrounds The 
Mexicano students’ fathers were businesspeople 
in Mexico or background like that Their 


fathers were educated 
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What years were you at Cal State again? 

X enrolled in the fall of 1967 There was one 
other thing that I wanted to mention to you 
There was a third aspect that was to have 
another implication for the Chicano movement 
beside the Farm Workers They all came at the 
same time I don't know for what reason but 
when I had turned eighteen I went to the draft 
board which we had to do There was something 
in there about being a conscientious 
objector The Vietnam War was going on about 
that time I enjoy history I remember doing 
a scrapbook on Vietnam for a class project as a 
senior in high school When I registered for 
the draft at eighteen or nineteen I listed 
[myself] down as a conscientious objector 
Although that didn't have too much of an 
implication until later on 

What happened then was that I had a 2-S 
deferment because I was going to school and so 
forth and so on I remember that was more of 
an issue in college for me than the Chicano 
movement was in terms of '66 or '67 I was 


being introduced but by 1965 my political 
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orientation was number one the black civil 
rights movement and number two the Vietnam 
discussion the debate I remember looking at 
Vietnam hearings I think in 1964 with Senator 
[J ] William Fulbright So my political 
orientation was really [more] around the black 
civil rights movement and the Vietnam War than 
it was the Farm Workers and the Chicano student 
movement That came a little bit after 

I lived with my grandmother X moved in 
with my grandmother in 1967 and went to Cal 
State Los Angeles I think when I got there 
in September or October I saw a sign that 
said UMAS United Mexican-American 
Students I went to their meetings and that 
is how I became very active with UMAS there I 
remember one of the very first projects I 
became involved with was a Farm Workers 
committee I became the chair of the Farm 
Workers committee 

First of all how big a chapter was it and 
what was the overall chapter population? 

I don't know what the overall population was 
I mean you couldn't see too many brown faces 


SANTILLAN 
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at Cal State LA It was known as L A State 
[College] then [During] the day there were 
more Chicano students of course I would say 
that the core group was maybe fifteen and 
maybe all together thirty or thirty-five people 
that were involved with UMAS But there was a 
very impressive list of people who came out of 
there who went to Cal State LA at that 
time I think Antonio [H ] Rodriguez came out 
of there Raul Ruiz graduated from there 
[Raymond] Ray Rocco graduated from there 
Carlos Muhoz [Jr ] graduated from there 
Carlos Navarro graduated from there Maria 
Baeza Felix Gutierrez graduated from there 
John [E ] Huerta graduated from there 

In fact John Huerta I wasn't there 

at that time but in 1964 I think it was he 
was the student body president And then 
later on Felix Gutierrez was the student body 
president Ralph Guzm&n was a faculty member 
there I didn't take a class with him but my 
wife [Gloria Ramirez Santill&n] did I was in 
philosophy and I forget [but for some reason] 
I couldn’t take a class or something But my 
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wife took a class Gil Gonz&lez was also 

graduated from there I am trying to think of 
some of the others Raul Granados Lee 

Lucero Raul Fajardo Armando L6pez Nacho 
Gonz&lez They came a little bit afterwards 
but there was It was a good core of 

people But again most of us had Monte 

P6rez for example was also Philip 

Castruita were also some people who graduated 
from there 
Carlos Jackson 17 

Carlos Jackson yes Mary Pardo She is over 
at [California State University] Northridge I 
graduated from there So in 1967 to 1970 all 
these people were there 

What kind of political orientation did you 
develop and what did politics do to you at the 
time? 

My politics stand was pretty much mainstream 
My first political campaign that I got involved 
with was in 1968 I became involved with the 
[Senator Robert F ] Bobby Kennedy [presi¬ 
dential] campaign That was my first real 
introduction to electoral politics except from 
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what I had heard from my father and so forth 

I was at an UMAS meeting and there was a 
young gentleman who came up from UCLA by the 
name of Al [Alberto] Juarez [Jr ] who was 
Bobby Kennedy’s field representative in East 
Los Angeles a Chicano liaison in the Bobby 
Kennedy campaign What happened was he came 
looking for people Chicanos to work for the 
campaign I remember I volunteered There 
were some other people who volunteered 

The office was right there on First just 
right where I was living with my grandmother 
It was First between Gage [Street] and 
Between Gage and Ford [Street] actually 
between Ford and Ditman right across the 
street from Belvedere Elementary School There 
is a pharmacy there a post office and a 
beauty shop But they had a small office 
there and I worked out of that office It was 
real convenient because Cal State was there 
and I was living with my grandmother who lived 
right across the street 

I would go in and what they would do is 
that they gave us voter registration sheets to 
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go out and talk to people to register and 
whatever That is where I realized that I 
couldn't speak Spanish That is where I 
realized that it was real hard for me because 
I would go out and I couldn't communicate So 
I made at least at that time somewhat of a 
commitment to start learning Spanish But that 
is where it [language] really came [helpful] in 
terms of [being] clear about the politics But 
there were a lot of people that understood and 
there were a lot of people that supported 
Kennedy 

What did you get out of that experience that 

Kennedy experience 9 A greater commitment to 

electoral politics 9 

No There was a 

Were you disenchanted with it 9 

There was both a high and a low I'11 tell you 
what happened I became a little bit 
disenchanted because there were a lot of 
Side A] 

1 Side B] 

I had a lot of mixed feelings about that 
campaign One I felt very good because I was 
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actually in the field doing some work and I 
thought that the Farm Workers had come in and 
Bobby Kennedy had his relationship with C6sar 
Chdvez It was a real exciting period 

So that was my first introduction to 
politics 

The disillusion came for two reasons 
One all the people who were making decisions 
I remember were white They were people who 
had been brought in from Boston who were 
actually in the headquarters When I would 
come in I remember they were extremely rude 
to us They would come in I remember A1 
Judrez one time complaining about We 

were like the slaves We were doing it and 
this was our own community This was our own 
community and we were being treated like the 
foot soldiers The people who were making the 
battle plans were people from Boston I 
remember that Of course the other thing I 
remember 

What was the upshot of that' 7 Do you 
remember 9 Was there any response to that 9 
Nothing came of that For me it would have 
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Implications I began to understand at that 
time that the Democratic party had been using 
the Mexican people We began to talk about it 
more I remember A1 and there were some 
people there that talked about how the 
Democratic party only came to the barrio for 
the votes There began to be some [who were] 
disillusioned there The Kennedy campaign was 
going to be different but somehow it wasn’t 
different It was politics as usual We were 
being told to go out and push a campaign and 
push a policy and a program that we had nothing 
to do with 

The final disillusion came on the day when 
Kennedy was tied neck to neck with [Senator 
Eugene J ] McCarthy McCarthy had defeated 
Kennedy two weeks earlier in Oregon and 
Kennedy had to carry the state What they 
planned to do was to bring Kennedy from 
Atlantic [Boulevard] all the way to First 
Street then all the way downtown They were 
going to bring him up and it was our 
responsibility to bring in all the people that 
we could I remember getting on the phone and 
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all that but I remember that again any 
suggestions that we had or anything contri¬ 
butions to the campaign just fell into deaf 
ears 

Kennedy was going to visit East LA I 
went out and called my mother and my father 
Gloria and I weren't married yet but she 
brought her brothers It was one of the more 
massive turnouts for Bobby Kennedy I remember 
him coming through That was of course June 
4 The next day he was shot We were 
watching it on TV 

Why was this particular incident not the 
shooting but the disillusionment with this 

9 

Because they had planned the way he was going 
to come up and we had some other ideas—that 
he should stop at maybe East L A College or 
that he should give a speech someplace along 
the line It would be good for him to do some 
things All they wanted to do was sort of 
parade him literally and figuratively parade 
him just as a symbol After that he went to 
talk to the people on the Westside For Bobby 
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it was more symbolic The real politics were 
done someplace else That is the feeling that 
I felt 

So what happened then is that I became 
disillusioned with the Democratic party Of 
course my father was a real strong Kennedy 
person My father and I disagreed on this My 
father was first of all supporting [Vice 
President] Hubert [H ] Humphrey because of the 
Vietnam issue My father was for the war in 
Vietnam My father did not know what my 
feelings were He liked John Kennedy but he 
was against Bobby Kennedy because of Kennedy’s 
position and Eugene McCarthy's position against 
the war in Vietnam My father being a 
veteran was very very pro-military That is 
the sense of it 

You were still in college then 9 

Yes I was still in college still a student 

You were still a philosophy major? 

I was still a philosophy major and then a lot 
of things began to happen about that time I 
guess probably the next political campaign 
that I got involved with which I think was a 
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break was in 1970 I worked for the Peace and 
Freedom [party] candidate Ricardo Romo who 
ran under the Peace and Freedom party I 
remember that the 1970 candidates at that time 
were Jesse [M ] Unruh and Was this for 

governor 9 No it couldn't be 1970 Yes it 
was in 1970 Right 1970 Reagan came out for 
a second term 

I remember Jesse Unruh and I had heard a 
lot of things about him At that time I had 
gone to people like Abe Tapia Bert Corona 
people who were like real veterans of the 
political campaigns 

At that time they were representing MAPA 
[Mexican-American Political Association] 
right? 

Right MAPA And X remember coming across 

them There was something called the Congress 
of Mexican-American Unity where they would 
endorse candidates and I went to that X 
think that was in '69 Irene Tovar was 
there Richard Martinez was there Al Ju&rez 
was there 
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Yes I forget where it was but I remember 
there was the endorsement of Some people 

wanted Ricardo Romo and other people wanted 
Unruh I remember Bert getting up and 
supporting Ricardo Romo There was even talk 
about C6sar Chcivez running as lieutenant 
governor whatever People at that time were 
talking about how Big Daddy [Jesse Unruh] 
had in the reapportionment of 1961 1965 and 

1966 sliced up the Chicano community That is 
the first time I had ever heard of 
reapportionment racial gerrymandering and all 
of that in about 1969 at this meeting 
[Interruption] 

Well I decided to support Ricardo Romo So I 
got involved with the Peace and Freedom party 
The other person that I should tell you 
that had a strong political impact in my life 
was my wife Gloria She was much more 
political When I met her in 1967 1968 she 

was very active in the black movement and had 
done some work in—I think it was—the Black 
Panther party In fact she was dating a black 
person at the time who was very political in 
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the black civil rights movement So she was 
very active with that aspect of it 

She was for Peace and Freedom She had 
never registered as a Democrat She always 
jokes about it that I had once been a Demo¬ 
crat She has never been a Democrat She went 
from Peace and Freedom to La Raza Unida party 
[LRUP] So she played a real important part in 

terms of the Peace and Freedom party for me at 
the beginning What happened was that I got 
involved with Ricardo Romo's campaign I guess 
because I was being biased I saw all the past 
abuses of the Democratic party Jesse Unruh 
There were no brown people around in 
this campaign 

Again it was all the Chicano activists 
like Bert and all the people who were support¬ 
ing Ricardo Romo I never became involved with 
another Democratic campaign after that I 
never worked for [Senator George S ] 

McGovern I voted for McGovern I remember 
and I voted for [President James E ] Carter 
but in regards to working in a campaign on 
behalf of a Democratic candidate I have never 
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done that after the Bobby Kennedy campaign 
When did you get involved with I guess 

Peace and Freedom was a third party 
It was a third party 

When did you get involved in wanting to 
construct or participate in the construction of 
a third party to represent your community' 7 
I am going to get right into it I just wanted 
to mention one thing In 1967 ’68 they 

escalated the war in Vietnam Lyndon Johnson in 
1 67 and ’68 What happened was they were 
saying that there were a lot of male students 
who were taking twelve units of basket weaving 
and were getting deferments There was a test 
which I passed everybody passed And 

then there was a lottery Remember they 
instilled the lottery' 7 My birthday January 
23 I think was number nine This was in '67 
•68 that my number came up I remember we 
were living in Lincoln Heights at that time 
Were you married then 9 

Yes we were married What happened in 1 68 
I got this letter and it said 
Greetings ’ literally It said Greetings 
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and it told me that I had to go for my 
medical I went to the medical or whatever 
they called it where you come in and get a 
check-up 
The induction' 7 

Yes the induction But there was at Cal 
State a draft counselor So he put me in 
touch with the people in the Presbyterian 
church It was a good thing because I had 
already said I was a CO [conscientious objector] 
but the draft board didn't accept that So 
they got me an attorney What I ended up doing 
was after a long long struggle After a 

long struggle I received my CO classifica¬ 
tion I did two years of civilian duty I did 
one year at a health clinic [in East LA] that 
used to be here on Whittier [Boulevard] and 
Atlantic [Boulevard] I did one year of 
civilian duty of community hospital 
Was this the Clinica del Barrio 0 
No it was sort of a barrio clinic but it was 
like a community clinic But it was very close 
to that I am trying to think of the name of 
the street It starts with an "H It was 
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like the Hoffler Clinic 
Humphreys Street? 

Something like Humphreys No No It was 
Hoffler or whatever But I did a year there 
doing community work And then it just so 
happened That was in 1967 In 1968 EOP 

[Educational Opportunity Program] started at 
Cal State LA So I did one year in Cal State 
under EOP and I could only be paid [so much] 
in those two years I had to report every 
month to my draft board and they sent papers 
to Cal State to indicate what I was putting in 
my I had to put in forty hours and I 

could only be paid what a private would be 
paid I think it was about $87 a month at that 
time which made it real difficult for us to 
live In 1969 I got a discharge in terms of 
my two years of civilian work that I had done 
during all this time with the political 
campaigns and everything else 

In 1970 there was an internship program 
that I think I mentioned to you that 
[Assemblyman] Mervyn [M ] Dymally had 
established to try to get minorities to get 
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involved in 

What was that called do you remember 9 
The Urban Affairs Fellowship Program I 
remember I don't know whatever happened 

to him but a person by the name of [Robert] 

Bob Raya a tall Chicano who was very involved 
with politics at that time who just saw me 
He said You're political You were in the 
Bobby Kennedy campaign I know you were 
involved with the Peace and Freedom campaign 
There is this one-year internship program How 
would you like to get involved with that 9 I 
said 'Fine I got involved with it 

[Assemblywoman] Teresa Hughes was in my 
class [Assemblywoman] Gwen Moore was part of 
my class [Los Angeles City Councilman] 

Richard [J ] Alatorre was in the class 
before A person by the name of [Joseph] Joe 
Serna who was later went on to be Merv 
Dymally's top Latino now a city council member 
in Sacramento was in that class 
What was his name again 9 
Joe Serna Joe Serna came through that 
program I remember I was asked to be 
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assigned to At that time the only 

Mexican-American representative was 
[Assemblyman] Alex [P ] Garcia in 1968 Alex 
was the only person Alex had been elected I 
think in 1966 in a special campaign a 
campaign a lot of Chicanos ran for including 
We're talking about [Louis] Lou 
Negrete who had ran for that So what 
happened was I decided to intern for him 
The man that was to have a real good 
impact on my life was not Alex so much 
But I liked Alex Alex was very helpful 
But his field representative by the name of 
Ross Valencia Ross took me under his wing and 
introduced me to the real politics 
What do you mean by real politics 1 ' 7 
The real politics in terms of how things were 
really done and how things were not always 
done I remember they used to tease me that 
being a political scientist from college I 
would have all these books under me 
Let's go back a little bit What made you 
decide to go into political science and when 
did that happen 9 
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It came by accident I wanted to be a teacher 
as I mentioned but I got involved with the 
Chicano movement 

Teaching what 9 Secondary school 9 
Secondary I always told people what I was 
going to do I thought the greatest job in the 
world was to be a history teacher and a gym 
teacher at a school probably at a high 
school I thought that would be heaven 
To teach history 9 

Yes and then do PE [physical education] 

And be a coach 9 

And be a coach I thought that would be the 
greatest thing I have no athletic talents I 
mean I think I played two years of football in 
school never lettered never played Little 
League I liked sports I played on the sand- 
lots and all that but no not like other guys 
that were lettering But I always liked sports 
in that way 

So coming into politics came by 
accident That was with the farmworker 
movement I have to tell you Carlos it just 
snowballed I mean it is sort of like 
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I remember this one passage in The Underdogs 1 
when a person says Why are we moving towards 
this revolution 7 He says See that stone 
that moves down? It sort of rolls 
That is how I felt I was sort of being taken 
up by all of this 

I don't want to say that in any way that I 
want to be romantic That this was my 

destiny and there was sort of a pre-plan but 
in a way there were things that had happened 
before in regards to my upbringing the 
cultural thing the political thing that sort 
of fell into place into the politics When I 
look back at it my grandfather being involved 
in the mutualistas my father in a union and 
myself in the Chicano movement I don't know if 
you can make those real direct links 
VASQUEZ What I am interested in is what was it that you 

thought you were going to get out of political 
science 

SANTILLAN Oh change I thought that politics 

1 Azuela Mariano The Underdogs A Novel of the 
Mexican Revolution New York New American Library (1963) 
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especially electoral politics was a way that 
we could solve all the problems that were 
plaguing the Chicano community problems of 
unemployment lack of education illiteracy 
and health care I thought that politics more 
so than education was the key to bringing 
reform for a community 

And you thought that you could learn the 
mechanics of that in political science 7 
In political science and getting involved in 
political campaigns Personally it had never 
never crossed my mind to ever run for political 
office Never It was always In terms of 
being an activist but working in a political 
campaign When I got involved with working for 
Alex Garcia's office I saw some things that 
Alex had done Alex was doing some things to 
try and pass some legislation Merv Dymally at 
that time was introducing some legislation 
that was to help black and brown people and 
things like that We used to meet on these 
monthly meetings Dymally would be there 
sometimes So I thought it was really exciting 
What Ross gave me was a real healthy view 


of politics That politics was done by 
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lobbying that politics was done by pressure 
He would tell me things like And he was 

very honest Mexicans are never going to get 
anywhere because they don't vote They don't 
organize You can have all the issues that you 
want but unless you are organized unless you 
have the votes and unless you can put pressure 
and know where those certain pressure points 
are in the system He was more of a 

mainstreamer 

All of the demonstrations all of the sit- 
ins all of those things weren't going to 
[succeed] I had gone through that sit-ins 
I thought of myself in the sense that I had 
bucked the system I had done the CO thing 
and then my wife and I We had just been 

married We were among the thirty-five that 
sat in the [Los Angeles Unified School 
District] Board of Education and got arrested 
for it ^ I remember picketing for the farm- 

1 In August of 1969 thirty-five Chicano activists 
were arrested after refusing to leave the chambers of the Los 
Angeles Unified School District Board of Education demanding 
the reinstatement of a popular high school teacher 
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workers I was head of "the UMAS Farm Workers 
Committee I remember when we sat xn front of 
the cafeteria We pressured them to remove the 
lettuce and grapes out of the Cal State 
cafeteria I saw that but to me And I 

remember [Rudolfo] Corky Gonz&lez came in and 
spoke at Cal State C6sar came and spoke at 
Cal State And all of this radicalism I 

guess looking back at that I thought about 
the Chicano Moratorium and all that but I 
kept on thinking We are always on the 
outside We are always picketing We are not 
the ones making the decisions We are on the 
outside 

I think under that Urban Affairs Program 
with Dymally I think I wanted to get people on 
the inside I think that was the thing 
We were doing all these other activities We 
were reacting rather than initiating Because 
you had to have a degree at that time I got 
involved with it So that is what I thought 
I thought that My feeling was we could 

work in the inside and the outside like I did 
with the Urban Affairs Fellowship Program 

When I got involved with the Urban Affairs 
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Fellowship Program I realized even though as 
much as I thought politics was still a very 
exciting career and things could happen I made 
a decision that I still wanted to teach What 
I decided to do was to do the best of both 
worlds and that was to teach and be involved 
in politics I think in 1970 I graduated with 
a B A in philosophy Then I got a B A in 
Chicano Studies In 1972 
Where was this at Cal State? 

At Cal State L A And in 1972 they were 
looking for positions for full-time and part- 
timers at Cal State LA I remember an 
interview with Negrete [Manuel] De Ortega was 
there and so was [Hector] Soto-P§rez Negrete 
hired me and hired some other people So that 
is how I joined Chicano studies In the fall 
of 1972 I started teaching The Urban Affairs 
Fellowship Program was from 1970 to 1971 I 
was going to enroll in a master's program 
People said Hey there is a position at Cal 
State in Chicano studies " So even with a 
BA I was able to teach 

But there were a lot of people at that 
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time who were being hired people like [Daniel] 
Danny Estrada Jimmy Franco [Alfred] A1 
Carmona and [Rudolfo] Rudy Quinones Rudy 
Holguin Bert [Corona] was hired about that 
time I don't know if Abe [Tapia] even gave a 
class but there were a lot of classes a real 
big program at that time Jorge lllueca [Jr ] 
was hired about that time maybe a year before 
or a year after me Linda Apodaca There 

was one person from the Socialist Worker's 
party named Hern&ndez I think Mariana 
Hernandez or something like that 

What happened was that m 1972 I got the 
teaching job there and Bert was teaching 
there I think Bert got there about the same 
time Bert had this [Chicano Studies] 499 
class and he had about two or three people in 
that class He had a guy by the name of Reggie 
[Reginald] Ruiz Gilbert Blanco I forget 

the person's first name Elias I can think was 
his last name I can think of another couple 
of people but there was this small core of 
people that took this 499 class What Bert did 
with this class was that he sponsored at Cal 
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State in 1972 the first statewide La Raza 
Unida party conference there 

Was this your first contact with La Raza Unida* 7 
No I had known about La Raza Unida in terms 
of At that time I didn’t know but I 

used to subscribe to The Militant I didn't 
know I’ll tell you at that time in 

terms of the left who was CP Socialist 
Worker’s party I didn't know I only 

knew that The Militant would always have 
articles by Harry Ring right' 7 It would always 
have articles about La Raza Unida on Corky 
and of course more than the L A Times 
Plus I was subscribing to El Gallo and other 
publications 

So my contact with La Raza Unida party had 
come in the 1970 by reading about the takeover 
of Crystal City [Texas] and things like 
that So I had heard of the La Raza Unida 
party but nothing had happened in California 
I knew it was in Colorado I had some inkling 
of what was happening in New Mexico But Bert 
put together this conference It was on a 
Saturday They sponsored it La Raza Unida I 
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believe there might have been two hundred 
people that might have showed up to this and I 
went 

They spoke about establishing a La Raza 
Unida party here I should go back a little 
bit I think Jos6 Angel Gutierrez had been 
here earlier I think there was something that 
Armando [Navarro] had put together at Chaffey 
College I think in 1971 or something that I 
had read 
Who? 

Navarro Navarro had invited Jos& Angel 
Gutierrez to speak at Chaffey The other thing 
that happened also about that time because 
there are so many things was that in 1971 I 
believe In 1971 because I got my B A 

in 1972 the Chicano studies one Bert 

took a whole contingent of people to Sacramento 
because of the reapportionment here They were 
having hearings What had happened was that 
the state had been reapportioned in 1970- 
1971 Herman Sillas [Jr ] of the California 
Advisory Committee held these hearings Bert 
put us on a bus a bunch of us We drove for 
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three or four days back and forth—it was a 
community bus--to go to the hearings 

X remember when Jesse Unruh walked in 
Everybody walked out The Democratic party was 
having their state convention at that time I 
still have pictures In fact I will show it 
to you right now where you can see Bert 

took a whole contingent of people Luis 
Pingardn Maria Gait&n and myself We 
picketed outside the Democratic state 
convention because we wanted to speak They 
wouldn't let Bert speak Big Daddy Unruh 
spoke at this Like I said when he 

spoke Bert said I am going to give you 

the signal and everybody walked out because 
he [Unruh] had been the architect of the racial 
gerrymandering in 1961 1965 1966 and then 

apparently again in 1970 and 1971 Apparently 
Bert and [Congressman Edward R ] Ed Roybal had 
testified in 1961 and 1971 So they were 
veterans of this reapportionment 
What was Roybal's participation or role if 
any on this? 

Very very little I know for a fact that I 
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personally was very unfair to Roybal not so 
much person to person but I remember I used to 
badmouth him that he was a vendido [sellout] 
and that he wasn't around It was not until 
later on that 

It was something that was common at the time? 
Yes it was common 

It was part of the talk of the discourse 
Anyone that had been in the establishment or 
in any position was suspect right away 
Right Of course Congressman Roybal was 
really victimized by that kind or at least he 
was the most visible target of that kind of 
discourse So later on I did interview him 
several times and I did a history about him 
and things that he did very progressively in 
the forties and fifties But Bert took us to 
this hearing and I remember we walked out 
It clarified reapportionment what 
reapportionment was It clarified to me how 
instrumental the Democratic party had been in 
the reapportionment the racial gerrymandering 
in regards to the Latino community It was the 
Democratic party who deliberately diluted the 
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votes of the Chicano districts When I was 
growing up in the sixties and seventies you 
had [Assemblyman] Alfred [H ] Song and 
[Assemblyman Walter J ] Karabian and 
[Assemblyman Jack R ] Fenton and you had 
[Assemblyman David A ] Roberti in the area in 
an area that was so large Richard Martinez 
and Gilbert L6pez That was another one 

from La Raza Gilbert L6pez put together an 
article that had to do with reapportionment 
that I had to read It really cleared my 
understanding It might have been 1971 

I am getting my dates confused but that 
is when the special election when Raul [Ruiz] 
ran against Bill Brophy and Alatorre in that 
special Forty-eighth [Assembly District] 
election I remember I try to think back 
now Maybe that thing that Bert had might have 
been a little bit earlier on La Raza Unida 
maybe 1970 or 1971 But all of this was 
happening about that time 

In that 1972 campaign did you work for Raul? 

No And I will tell you what happened Myself 
and Raul we get along pretty well We didn't 
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get along politically for a long time Part of 
that stems from that particular campaign I 
remember we had the East Los Angeles chapter 
[of La Raza Unida party] We went out and 
talked My Spanish was getting better We 
talked to the people at that time I remember 
in Whittier and other places We said that La 
Raza Unida was a different party from the 
Republicans and the Democrats that we were 
democratic and that it would be the people who 
would choose the leadership The next thing we 
know Raul announced that he was going to 
run It was never brought to us It was never 
brought to anybody He just decided that he 
was going to run 
Out of East LA 7 

No not out of East L A There was a City 
Terrace chapter It was really La Raza 
magazine We had an office right there on 
Brooklyn Avenue We had our own East Los 
Angeles La Raza Unida party We did tax 
services for people and free lunch programs and 
other community services 

Tell me a little about We'll just come 
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back to that 

What happened there was that When Raul 

did that I remember I got very upset because 
he self-appointed himself to run in this 
special election It was never brought to a 
committee It was never brought to anyone He 
just decided to run 

Do you remember who were his main backers 9 
No I mean most of the people who helped him 
were people from the City Terrace chapter like 
Pedro Arias Gilbert L6pez Richard Martinez 
Kathy Borunda I'm trying to think 

[Daniel] Danny Zapata Zapata I think Danny 
Zapata 9 But there was a group of people who 
decided to run a special election 
It has been said that in that election monies 
and even people were sent out from Washington 
from the Nixon administration to try and 
influence that election That money was 
filtered to La Raza Unida Do you know 
anything about that 9 

I remember again the dates are kind of 
sketchy But it is about that time 1970 or 
1971 that I got a call I am going to say 
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that it is probably from Richard Martinez who 
told me that there was a meeting at the Brown 
Beret or the Euclid house down on Euclid 
[Avenue] where the Brown Berets had their 
meetings and I think where EICC [Educational 
Issues Coordinating Committee] had their 
meetings 

The Euclid Community Center? 

Yes the Euclid Community Center And there 
was a small handful of people and I think it 
was Richard Martinez myself Raul Raul 

was there Raul Ruiz Gilbert Blanco and I 
think maybe Reggie Ruiz was there There were 
about five of us At that time there was a 
meeting that Richard Martinez I think called 
us for There were two representatives two 
whites and they were Republicans 
Do you know who they were? 

No I couldn t tell you their names In fact 
that was part of the agreement that we 
wouldn’t ask for their names and they wouldn't 
ask us They said something about the fact 
that they were representatives of the 
Republican party and that they wanted to help 
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in this campaign La Raza Unida They weren't 
specifically talking about any campaign but 
that the Republican party was willing to 
provide resources monies to number one 
qualify La Raza party as a party as a third 
party and to provide any technical assistance 
that we wanted 

I always remember the meeting And it is 
not that I look back and sort of pat myself on 
the back But I remember I got up and told 
both of them to go to hell and to get out of 
there 

How was that received by the other people? 

There was silence I was a little bit sur¬ 
prised only because again I grew up thinking 
that the Republican party were bastards in terms 
of what they had done Even though my father 
had talked somewhat fondly of Eisenhower when 
it came to Nixon and Goldwater and [Nelson A ] 
Rockefeller my father just He just 

didn't like those people 

To see that the Republican party was 
talking to us about giving us money I remember 
just literally telling them to go to hell and 
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we wouldn’t have anything to do with it I 
remember that amongst some of the others there 
wasn't that kind of reaction 

We continued to talk and the feeling was 
the sense of the meeting was that we would not 
accept the money or whatever although it was 
clear that some people weren't really totally 
taking that position But the agreement there 
was that we wouldn’t take the money at all 
But then there was something that was said 
that looking back at it that we wouldn’t take 
the money We would not take the money as 

a party but if people wanted to take it as 
individuals that was a different story 
Do you remember who raised that equivocation* 7 
I am going to go on a limb because it might 
have been Richard Martinez who raised that 
Was he still in Raul' s campaign* 7 
Well Gilbert L6pez was at the 1971 campaign 
but I think Richard was part of the [East Los 
Angeles] incorporation [campaign] I think I 
don't know But the thing with Richard 

though and I have to I'll tell you 

something about Richard when I think about him 
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now I think that was good Now looking back 
at it Martinez at least had the idea that we 
were willing to work with anyone in the sense 
that You've got money 7 Fine we'll take the 
money " But he didn't say that 

Look I work with the Rose [Institute of 
State and Local Government] now I worked with 
the Republicans on the reapportionment of 
1980 He might have had the foresight at least 
then or the political savvy that you know 
Hey, we've got to pit one party against the 
other We develop our lines to whatever we 
can That is something that I learned What 
I am saying is I look back at it I can say 
that on principle I did that that politically 
that might not have been the best thing to 
tell them to go to hell 

Later on when I did my dissertation I 
interviewed a number of people That was a 
question I asked I interviewed a number of 
people whom I have a lot of trust in I told 
them that it would be confidential but who 
worked on La Raza magazine who said that the 
Republican party did give money to Raul's 
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campaign that was common knowledge They also 
said that the word never got out to the other 
chapter that that happened 

So it was common knowledge among the staff 
then? 

Some of the staff people there 
Not throughout the movement 9 
Not throughout the movement that that 
happened And it came to a real surprise to me 

later on I know when I interviewed Raul for 

my dissertation he denied it He denied it 
emphatically that in no condition did his 
campaign ever take money from the Republican 
party There seems to be some evidence at 
least that more people say that happened 

What was happening across the city with 
Nixon and There is a book on the rise 

and fall of the La Raza Unida 1 There seems to 
be some indication records that if the money 
wasn't channeled it was channeled through 


1 Garcia M Ignacio United We Win The Rise and 
Fall of the Raza Unida Party Tucson Mexican American 
Studies and Research Center 1989 
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programs and grants and a lot of other ways 
Politically it would have been in the best 
interest of the Republican party to support La 
Raza Unida party because it was to siphon votes 
away from the Democrats 

I remember when two other incidents at the 
time again I remember when [Senator Edmund] 
Muskie came into East Los Angeles I wasn *t 
there but people threw eggs at him and 
Alatorre When [Senator] Edward [M ] Kennedy 
spoke at East L A College he was booed by La 
Raza Unida party people 

Was it this chapter [of La Raza Unida] or all 
the chapters ' 7 

I think primarily again from the City Terrace 
chapter I know that I wasn 1 t there 

It seems that a lot of the people who were 
there doing these things were the City Terrace 
chapter people Then again I didn't like 
Democrats But I wasn't in the area booing 
Kennedy or throwing eggs at people Clearly 
it made headlines It clearly made 
headlines It embarrassed the Democratic 
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party [Senator John V ] Tunney came with Alex 
Garcia at the time to East LA So you had the 
Tunney-Garcia-Alatorre-Muskie and the Edward 
Kennedy incidents around the 1972 campaign that 
primarily the City Terrace people were involved 
with Again one could make an argument as to 
why they were the only ones who did that you 
see 

It is interesting isn't it 9 
What happened then with this thing I got 
involved with La Raza Unida party 
At what level? 

Very heavy I became the state chairperson for 
voter registration My responsibility was to 
get 66 344 people to register the La Raza Unida 
party within a certain deadline So I was to 
coordinate the statewide and local registration 
drives It was very difficult Carlos in a 
lot of ways because there were a lot of 
chapters but only in name There were those 
like the labor committee and also the Boyle 
Heights committee who did not see voter 
registration as really the key issue there 
Were they really Marxist groups? 



73 


SANTILLAN 

VASQUEZ 

SANTILLAN 

VASQUEZ 

SANTILLAN 


Yes Marxist groups 

Their front was the La Raza Unida party'* 

Yes The electoral politics reform There 
were talks about chapters in San Diego 
Which were the strongest chapters? Which were 
the weakest chapters'* The strongest first 
statewide 9 And was this statewide 9 
Yes there were chapters statewide Let me 
give it to you this way I thought that the 
strongest chapters in general were chapters 
primarily comprised of non-students The 

majority of people were not students The La 
Puente chapter the Norwalk chapter the 
Oakland chapter I think to some degree the 
labor committee But La Puente and 

Norwalk consisted primarily of working-class 
people people who worked people who were 
housewives people who were community 
activists 

Our chapter I thought was strong 
because we had a lot of those people there We 
had people from the community One of our best 
persons was Jesus Ochoa He was a custodian 
for the [Los Angeles Unified] School District 
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not very quote literate educationally 
but boy he was very active and knew the 
community His wife Mary a housewife raising 
three kids Real active In fact they 

could draw more people than I could in terms of 
being a student and going out Jimmy and Betty 
Mendoza two senior citizens who owned an old 
tax company or whatever were the backbone of 
our chapter there 

When you got to La Puente there were 
people like Fred Aguilar out there There were 
people out there [like] the Pimentels Tony and 
Rosemary Pimentel working-class people They 
weren't students When you got out to Norwalk 
too you had a lot of working-class people 
professional people They seemed to be the 
ones that were The chapters like 

Also the chapters that Armando had out in 
Cucamonga were also more community based Part 
of our East L A chapters were primarily 
students 

City Terrace had a lot of domination by 
students The San Fernando [chapter] was a 
little bit stronger because again [it had] 
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community people The Berkeley chapter again 
students So I think really my feeling was 
and in my own research of the La Raza party 
that where you had more working-class and 
community people the chapters were the 
strongest I think we were much more effective 
in reaching the community and in taking the 
message across from La Raza Unida Where there 
were more students that is where you had a lot 
of problems That is what Carlos MuRoz [Jr ] 
and Mario Barrera [argue] Because of 

final [examinations] students tend to be more 
migratory and have no deep roots in the 
community they don't live in the community and 
those kinds of things I think that was really 
true 

One thing that I want to mention to you in 
terms of being in the voter registration was 
that [Edmund G ] Jerry Brown [Jr ] was 
secretary of state What I did was I 
established I set up a meeting with 

Jerry Brown This was about 1973 or 1974 He 
was the secretary of state I remember my 
wife and I drove all the way up to Sacramento 
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We stopped by to see Cesar Ch&vez People 
had asked me because I had worked real close 
with the Farm Workers I wasn't in a way 

close to Chavez If he saw me he wouldn't 
know my first name but people in Los Angeles 
knew that I was very active with the Farm 
Workers movement I was always the Farm 
Workers' faculty coordinator at Cal State in 
all those years I was there 

They asked me if we could get Ch&vez to 
come out and endorse the La Raza Unida party 
What happened was I went to Delano Forty Acres 
or whatever it was called I remember I had 
scheduled an appointment with him I walked 
in It was Ch&vez It was just me and 

him I remember he had these two German 
shepherds I think one was called Boycott and 
I forget what the other one was called It was 
for protection He had bodyguards all around 
him outside They checked me and everything 
else He had these two dogs The dogs I 
heard later if you made a wrong move or 
something they were trained to attack 

I told Chavez who I was and he said he 
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had gotten some information about me and wanted 
to thank me for my involvement with the Farm 
Workers He had talked to a lot of people out 
there and things like that Anyway I asked 
him if was willing to endorse La Raza Unida 
He said no He said he could not endorse La 
Raza Unida and the reason he could not endorse 
La Raza Unida was that his union was not just 
Mexican There were white farmworkers black 
farmworkers Arab Filipino farmworkers and he 
could not support a party that he felt was too 
nationalistic He felt that the partido was 
just for Chicanos and he could only support 
movements that were primarily for all people 
I remember he told me that I remember I was 
so disappointed with that It never crossed my 
mind until later on of course that Chdvez was 
totally aligned with the Democratic party 
But that is not the tack he took? 

That is not the tack he took 

It was a question of nationalism 7 

Yes the whole question of nationalism So he 

did not want to endorse it He did eventually 


I have it someplace else 


He did 
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endorse a very general statement supporting La 
Raza Unida not so much the party when Raul 
ran against Alex Garcia I think in 1972 
Side B] 

2 Side A] 

He did support Raul when Raul ran against 
Garcia I believe either in '72 or f 74 
because Raul ran against Garcia twice 
Right Was this a more anti-Garcia more than 
[support for Ruiz] 7 

It was more anti-Garcia than it was 
Garcia had voted on some issues or some things 
that Cdsar didn't like So I left that meeting 
very very disappointed because I thought we 
could get Cesar’s endorsement of La Raza This 
was 1 73 or 1 74 We were going to or had 
recently announced that we were going to run 
for governor under the La Raza Unida Myself 
Raul and I forget who else it might have been 
Richard Martinez had a press conference I 
think Gilbert Blanco was there also 
Gilbert who 7 

Gilbert Blanco who was from our chapter We 
actually had a press conference at the City 
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Terrace I remember the L A Times ran a big 
article something like La Raza Unida Fields 
Candidate for Governor in '74 something to 
that effect 

Who was running at that point 9 

We really didn’t know We didn't really 

know In fact we wanted to just throw that in 

for people to start thinking about it I’ll 

tell you to this day I don’t think we had any 

name in particular 

You didn’t 9 

No I didn't 

Did anybody else 9 

No I can't remember anybody and I don’t think 
Raul’s name was ever brought up I don’t 
think We were going to look for somebody like 
a Cdsar Chavez or somebody This was never 
raised but somebody of the caliber of Bert 
Corona or someone who had that kind of 
appeal What happened then was I left the 
meeting real disappointed because we thought 
that Ch&vez's endorsement would have been 
extremely helpful for our '74 campaign We 
thought that because he didn't support us come 
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out with an endorsement that that would damage 
any of our chances We thought we could use it 
for our literature We even thought that in 
our brochures he would be there with his hand 
wrapped around our candidate on the cover 

I went to see Jerry Brown because I had 
called the secretary of state's office and 
gotten into some real not heated disagree¬ 
ments but some problems with his office What 
had happened was as the chairperson of voter 
registration people in San Jose were 
registering people as El Partido de la Raza 
Unida in San Diego La Raza Unida party In 
other words people all through the state were 
registering with different names for La Raza 
Unida and according to the secretary of 
state's assistant or their field repre¬ 
sentatives that constituted different 
parties In other words as many labels or 
titles those were all separate parties they 
were not one main party 

These were Democratic appointees right? 

Jerry Brown So what happened was I went to go 
meet with Secretary of State Brown and what 


SANTILLAN 
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happened was I remember him coming in and then 
his field representative came in 
Who was it 7 

I don't know who I don't know who it was but 
I remember Brown saying that according to the 
rules and all that there was no way—after I 
had [given] my arguments and my position and 
it was clear that El Partido and La Raza Unida 
and LRUP and RUP were all the same party that 
it was all being done by basically the same 
chapters and whatever--that he could not count 
the parties as one That was his position and 
he walked out 
That was your campaign^ 

Well this is what happened Two things one 
was that we felt I don't know whether we 

have the figures or not We felt that we 

if we had counted all of those together that we 
might not have had 66 000 but it would have 
been close So we felt that really hurt our 
chance because we had to get it [the required 
number of signatures] by December 31 1973 and 

we didn't reach it When you didn't reach it 
something happened where you're purged and then 
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they were going to use the 74 [registration 
figures] to get the 1 percent or 10 percent of 
that So the 66 000 would have gone over 
100 000 That pretty much killed the party 
effort to qualify Brown’s position was not 
the only I mean there were a lot of 

other factors but the fact that 
What were some of the other factors' 7 Why 
didn't it catch on 9 Have you analyzed that? 

Oh sure I think that basically basically 
A lot of the people that appealed to 
the La Raza Unida were I think the youth a 
lot of the people in the community who could 
not register to vote We were primarily trying 
to register and get people to vote who 
historically have been alienated but people 
who were not eligible to vote in the system 
In other words the electoral politics 
would have worked very fine with the middle- 
class Mexican-Amencan but the community we 
were trying to deal with the issues the 
strategy was not electoral politics It was 
community mobilization We were using the 
wrong strategy for the right group of people we 
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wanted to organize I think if we would have 
used our energies and all the time focusing on 
voter registration how many people would 
register and all that rather than raising the 
issues and mobilizing people around issues we 
would have more success In fact we would 
have had more success in terms of influencing 
politicians because we could have mobilized 
people in that regard 

So looking back at it I know on my part-- 
I can't speak for anybody else--on my part 
looking back I blundered in the sense that 
political organizers try to organize a 
community I just didn't do it right And 
then everything else falls from there You 
register people but you don't follow-up with 
any brochures You register people but you 
don't politicize We were so busy registering 
people we never told people what the La Raza 
party was all about or what the issues were all 
about 

Could it also be that there was never anyone 
agreed upon ? 

Philosophy* 7 
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Philosophy of what it was about? 

Sure Right Yes there was a lot of that 
The state varied Neither does the Democratic 
and Republican party in a sense that they 
represent the diversity but we couldn't afford 
that Like I said the frustrations the lack 
of money I remember later on that the Peace 
and Freedom party and the American Independence 
party I forgot had In order for them to 

qualify for The party had to have raised 

over $100 000 and probably was close to 
$250 000 to qualify and that was with less 
numbers than we had to get that they had to 
I mean in order to do it right So 
we didn't have any money We just simply 
didn't I remember every month we would take 
money even from our own pockets to pay for the 
telephone bill and the rent and stuff like 
that 

Did the Republican party ever approach you 
again with resources? 

No The next time that the Republican party 
approached me was after the 1971 meeting with 
the reapportionment 


SANTILLAN 



85 


VASQUEZ 
SANTILLAN 
VASQUEZ 
[End Tape 2 


In 1980*7 


In 1980 

We ? ll get into that next time 
Side A] 
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Professor Santillcin when we wrapped up our 
last session you were talking about your 
experience in the La Raza Unida Give me your 
impression of how effective you think La Raza 
Unida was as a third-party effort in 
California 

As a third party the party failed to achieve 
specifically what it set out to do 
Which was 9 

To elect people into office as La Raza Unida 
party candidates It also failed in regards to 
qualifying the party on the ballot I say that 
because there were basically two sides to the 
La Raza Unida party two very different philo¬ 
sophies within the La Raza Unida party in 
California There was one group which looking 
back We've talked about this in our last 


session But one group specifically saw La 
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Raza party as a vehicle for community 

organization 

And mobilization 9 

And mobilization There were others and I 
include myself in that camp that viewed La 
Raza Unida party more in the contents of 
electoral politics That was to run candidates 
and conduct voter registration in regards to 
qualifying the party for the ballot As it 
turned out those who were there for 
mobilization--usmg it as a vehicle or as a 
tool for community organization—eventually 
dropped out They were frustrated I think 
that they saw that those of us who were pushing 
elections were just promoting the same 
political process [They] went into other 
kinds of activities in their own organizations 
in terms of immigration bilingual education 
and other kinds of issues So the party--or 
the faction--who promoted electoral politics 
basically won out In that regard the party 
failed [where] it had set those objectives I 
think in other ways the party was very 
successful and in ways which we never thought 
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about at the time 
Give me some examples of that 
Well the party allowed many of us for the 
first time to gain political experience how 
to organize voter registration how to run 
campaigns how to knock on doors how the 
political process works how do you qualify 
parties for ballots It gave us another 
dimension of electoral politics which many of 
us had not seen when we worked for the 
Democratic party—for the Bobby Kennedy 
campaign and others Even in the Alatorre 
campaign when it was primarily Anglos who did 
all of that we pretty much were the precinct 
walkers But the La Raza party provided us—I 
believe--with an opportunity to create a cadre 
a good core of people who received a real 
political baptism Up until that time I could 
safely say that in the sixties and early 
seventies many of us were very naive about 
politics The Bobby Kennedy and the John 
Kennedy mysticism gave us a very romantic 
view But getting involved with La Raza Unida 
party in terms of trying to organize a party 
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gave us real insight into the nuts and bolts of 
hardball politics 

We were too naive and too inexperienced to 
deal with the Democratic party at that time in 
regards to trying to push our agenda Not only 
in terms of that [but] also we were very naive 
to think that people like Alatorre and Karabian 
and Roybal and Cdsar Chdvez and others would 
support the concept of La Raza Unida party We 
were too naive to think that We thought 

that their ethnic interest would prevail but 
they were really looking at their political 
interest They represented the Democratic 
party And now looking back at it La Raza 
Unida party was a threat to them Because 
every time we registered someone in the La Raza 
Unida party it was taking someone away from 
the Democratic party and not the Republican 
party 

So in that way many of us became more 
realistic A lot of us learned how to do more 
community organization The other thing that 
happened--again that we didn't realize and I 
still contend today--was that La Raza Unida 
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party was a signal to the Republican party 
You can take it either way good or bad 
Chicanos were becoming more and more disillu¬ 
sioned with the Democratic party There had 
been some evidence of that the walkouts of 
the Chicanos at the civil rights hearing in 
Albuquerque New Mexico What else'? There was 
the cabinet committee hearing on Mexican- 
Americans in El Paso [Texas] in 1969 during the 
Johnson administration 

So there had been some evidence of 
discontent and dissatisfaction but La Raza 
Unida party really brought it to the 
forefront As a result of that the Republican 
party took advantage of the growing split The 
Republican party ran with it X think La Raza 
Unida party was really the beginning of the 
Southwest strategy that the Republican party 
was to initiate and down the line it would be 
connected to the 1981 reapportionment effort 
Connect that and we'11 come back to that in 
more detail later Make that connection for 
me 


SANTILLAN 


In a sense the Republican party was able to 
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identify certain individuals that were active 
with La Raza Unida party in 1971 and 1972 
Oddly enough it would be the same people who 
would be involved with the reapportionment 
eight years later 
You among those? 

Yes So they had been keeping track Now 
maybe somewhere in their headquarters in 
Washington or in California there were certain 
individuals who were very vocal toward the 
Democratic party and were the leadership of the 
La Raza Unida party We can talk about Jos6 
Angel Gutierrez myself Raul Ruiz Richard 
Martinez Gilbert Lopez and Jos£ Pena I 
believe in New Mexico and certain people in 
Colorado And so what happened was that there 
was this identification with the Republican 
party that began to identify certain 
individuals within the Chicano community I 
mentioned to you last time that in 1971 or 1972 
there had been some efforts [by] the Republican 
party to approach La Raza Unida party in terms 
of getting money to them Like I told you its 
effect was that there had been some evidence 
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that: there might have been some money poured 
into Raul s campaign Also the fact is that 
the Watergate hearings indicated that there 
might have been a tit for tat in terms of 
Crystal City [Texas] receiving a tremendous 
amount of monies from the Nixon administration 
in order not to endorse McGovern in 1972 
There was a lot of Republican visibility at the 
La Raza Unida party convention in El Paso in 
1972 There were Republican moles there that 
were trying to identify certain kinds of 
individuals 

Were you aware of it at the time 0 
No no 

When did you become aware of it° 

Much later in ’73 '74 '75 during the 

Watergate hearings there became more and more 
memorandums to the La Raza Unida party 
In fact I should even go back a little bit 

Let me ask you before you go back Jos6 

Angel Gutierrez would have had to have been 
It was his show 
Right 
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He would have had to be aware that these moles 
were there 

Right I don't know if he was aware or not 
He was saying that there was never any deal 
that there was And it could have been 

coming from the Democratic party as a way to 
try to discredit the different La Raza Unida 
party factions within the party I sometimes 
think that although Corky and Reies L6pez 
Tijerina and also Josd and Raul had differences 
of opinion I think there's now evidence that 
there was an attempt by the Democratic party to 
try to split people I remember for example 
some of the Democratic leadership here—people 
within the Democratic leadership--telling me 
that La Raza Unida party was receiving 
monies There were Republicans telling me 
too that in La Raza Unida party people were 
receiving monies as a way to either get me 
angry at Jos6 Angel Gutierrez or to say Well 
forget La Raza Unida party and join the 
Democrats 

Who was the Democratic party leadership 7 Do 
you remember 7 
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I can f t remember And I'm going to try to 
think very hard because I remember some people 
sitting down with me and sharing those things 
with me So anyway just going back in terms 
of the importance of La Raza Unida party in 
terms of what it did it provided us It 

made us a lot of us real hard and 
realistic It gave us experience Also as I 
mentioned indirectly it did two things It 
made the Republican party more aware of the 
fact that there was disenchantment with the 
Democratic party And the second thing it did 
it did make the Democratic party move I think 
when Look at 1972 you see the election 

of [Assemblyman Joseph B ] Montoya you see the 
election of [Assemblyman Peter R ] Chac6n you 
see the election of [Congressman Estebdn] 

Torres you see the election of Alatorre and 
you see the election of In ’72 in 

Bakersfield? [Assemblyman Raymond J ] 

Gonz&lez 

Gonz&lez the one-termer 

One-termer So in 1972 there were five 

Mexican-Americans elected to the legislature 
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And we felt that we had something to do with 
that in terms of La Raza party We made the 
Democratic party react a little bit Herman 
Sillas wrote an article in the L A Times in 
the Opinion section and attributed to some 
degree La Raza Unida party as forcing the 
Democratic party to run more Mexican-American 
candidates to offset La Raza Unida recruiting 
efforts But Sillas also mentioned that the 
Republican party's efforts--again indirectly 
La Raza party—had an impact had impacted on 
the Democratic party that they [had] better run 
some candidates And I'm sure that the 
Chicanos the Mexican-Americans in the 
Democratic party—like Alex Garcia at the time 
I remember Who else 9 And [Senator Ruben S ] 
Ayala later on would warn the Democratic party 
If we don't elect more or run more candidates 
that are Chicanos then the Republican party 
and La Raza party are going to take more and 
more voters away So they were used to move 
the Democratic party in terms of their own 


self-interest 

And the other strength too that La Raza 
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Unida party did was that it really created an 
excellent network of people In fact when I 
got involved with the Californios [for Fair 
Representation] in 1980-81 and I went up and 
down the state again I can safely say that 
the core of the Californios really came from La 
Raza Unida party As I traveled the state and 
bumped into people I remembered people from La 
Raza Unida party days or people who had been 
involved with La Raza Unida party So that's 
one thing in looking back the connection 
That a lot of the activists in La Raza Unida 
party would be in the forefront of the 
Californios m the 1980s 

Give me if you will an assessment of the 
other aspects of the party which was mass 
mobilization and consciousness-raising if I 
may use that term 

Yes I think that was the attempt made from 
people like the labor committee the people 
that were tied into CASA [Centro de Acci6n 
Social Autonomo] To some degree it came from 
places like Irvine and it came from places 
like the San Francisco Bay Area where La Raza 
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Unida party was primarily more of a mobili¬ 
zation more to promote a consciousness More 
from a class perspective At that time in 
terms of a Marxist perspective looking at the 
party more in terms of a party away from the 
two-party system The ones who were more 
involved with electoral politics were people 
like the East L A chapter the La Puente 
chapter To some degree the San Diego chapter 
all of the [San Fernando] Valley and even 
parts of San Jose were more involved with 
electoral politics 

And that goes also for the people out in 
Cucamonga 0 

Yes the people in Cucamonga also were involved 
more with electoral politics with Armando 
[Navarro] out there and running candidates We 
were trying to run candidates So I remember 
at meetings that people from Those who 

believed in the whole question of promoting the 
party as a way for mobilization and in terms of 
raising political consciousness never really 
had a chance Never really had a chance 


Because a lot of us were 


I don’t want to 
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say more vocal but we had more of the control 
of the agenda 
Why 9 And how 9 

Because the initial people who started La Raza 
Unida party people like Bert Corona and 
Gilbert Blanco Reggie Ruiz and Armando 
Navarro were all people who had more of an 
electoral perspective And the fact that it 
was a result of the elections of Crystal City 
that set the tone as well 

So do you think it was the fact that maybe your 
wing of the party--if I may call it a wing- 
offered something more tangible 9 
I think so And the elections in Crystal City 
was what got everybody real excited And the 
whole question of it happened in a rural 
area could it be transferred over to an urban 
area? It happened in Texas could it happen m 
California 9 What were the social and economic 
conditions 9 [These] were the things that many 
of us who promoted electoral politics never 
thought of But those who had more conscious¬ 
ness in regards to community experience clearly 
would raise those issues that Crystal City 
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was very different and that you could not 
export the Crystal City experience to 
California Possibly that might have come from 
their own experience in terms of exporting 
revolution in Cuba to someplace else I mean 
I don’t know I mean just in terms of as I 
said Well you have to look at social 

conditions 

Well let's segue from there into that Now 
compare the California experience with other 
states--like New Mexico Colorado or Texas— 
and the impact that La Raza Unida had there 
The party was more effective in Texas and New 
Mexico and in Colorado than it was in 
California And in fact 
In terms of electoral politics 9 
Not so much in terms of electoral politics 
Clearly in Texas and m some parts of New 
Mexico clearly they did elect people And I 
think in Colorado also the fact is that they 
did elect some people to some school boards 
But I think that the party When I said 

the words more successful " I think in the 
area of going back to what you were saying and 
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that was mobilization There was more 
mobilization Of course you had very strong 
figures like Corky Gonzales and Jos6 Angel 
Gutierrez and Ruiz L6pez Peha and others 
But in terms of consciousness mobilization 
and even elections the party was more 
successful in other states than it was m 
California And I feel that there's about two 
or three reasons for that My own sense of it 
is that in other states there 1 s a real 
homogenous sort of sense of community One of 
the things that we found in California was that 
there's no real sense of community 
Among Mexican-Americans 9 

Right For a couple reasons One is that the 
state is so big to begin with And that was 
the real difficulty in trying to organize in 
California The state was so big The second 
issue was that you find in California that 
people are from everywhere Whereas when you 
go to New Mexico people are from New Mexico 
You don't find people in New Mexico who are 
from California or they're from Texas or 
they're from Colorado Same thing in Texas 
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people are basically Tejanos or manitos 
Wherever they're from that's basically where 
they're at They see a stake in there I 
remember the frustration is that when we would 
register people people were from Texas—and a 
lot of people were from Mexico--from Colorado 
from Utah from Wyoming And I don t think 
that they really felt that they had a stake in 
California because their roots were still 
deeply rooted in other states They didn't 
think of themselves as "Californios " And so I 
think that the party here was We had to 

overcome that that sense of a lack of 
community of Californios And maybe the name 
Californios for Fair Representation might have 
been another thing People just didn't 
identify themselves as Californios 
Just a footnote and that is that for a decade-- 
or half a decade up to that period—the new 
consciousness at least in a beginning sense of 
history had identified the term Californios 
with the old ruling elite when Mexico and Spain 
controlled California Do you think that might 
have had an impact 7 
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Right X think so I mean later on we'11 
find that m the Californios With La Raza 
party it was basically still the same kind of 
thing because we would say California La Raza 
Unida party California And people could 
not identify with it The other issue too--in 
looking back at it and working on my own 
dissertation and [doing] some of the readings— 
was that California looking at the 1970 
census had somewhat of a Chicano middle 
class There was at least a sense or 
perception that people could still kind of make 
it in California That's why everybody comes 
to California from Texas You know that’s why 
people came here for education That's why 
people came for jobs 

In fact I knew a lot of people at Cal 
State and UMAS who were from Texas [and] came 
to California and after they received their 
degrees they went back to Texas So there was 
at least a sense that in other places 
discrimination was more overt In California 
it was very difficult to organize people around 
La Raza Unida party because they felt that they 



VASQUEZ 


SANTILLAN 


103 


hadn't really sensed real discrimination I 
remember so many people telling me You don't 
know what discrimination is until you've come 
from Texas Or I'm from parts of Colorado 
or I'm from New Mexico and I'll tell you what 
discrimination is 

There's just one problem I have with that and 
that is that it seems to me from my reading of 
the historical demographics that a Mexican 
middle class has a much longer and more vibrant 
history in Texas than in California 
In Texas You're right and in New Mexico 
But I think there was the sense that the people 
we were trying to attract—the working-class 
people that were coming here the poor people 
that were coming to California to look for a 
better life--really didn't identify with La 
Raza Unida party Because we were talking 
about discrimination and prejudice and 
whatever and I think that they felt that they 
hadn't seen the same degree of prejudice and 
discrimination in California [They] were 
comparing it to their own experiences as young 
people growing up in a more different kind of 
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situation in Texas And that s the point that 
I wanted to mention that they were comparing 
how they grew up in [areas with] segregated 
theaters and swimming pools coming to 
California and seeing a little better life¬ 
style And so not being attracted to people 
going around shouting about prejudice and 
discrimination 

1 1 m wondering what do you think of this do 
you think that perhaps the level of political 
discourse and rhetoric that sometimes La Raza 
Unida engaged in—and even the name and the 
image that La Raza Unida projected--might have 
worked against it here in California 7 
Right right That's what I was going to also 
say The name La Raza Unida A lot of 

people The whole question of raza la 

raza I think at that time too there was a 
lot of sense that the party was communist that 
the party was radical A lot of those kinds of 
things were coming from both the Democratic and 
Republican parties especially with the 
Democratic party The Democratic party was 
going around telling people if you registered 
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for La Raza Unida party you won't be able to 
vote in the primary But people were getting 
confused that if you registered in La Raza 
Unida party you could never vote for any 
elections And so there was a lot of things 
going on that would also hurt the party here in 
California Whereas maybe in Texas and in New 
Mexico there were some elections of people So 
you could look at that and use that as a 
model In California we never won an 
election In fact what happened was we got to 
the point where we were hurting ourselves 
Because every time we would run Raul or we 
would run a candidate and the person would 
lose it would just create more 
You had been seen as spoilers weren t you 7 
Right spoilers It became like 
disillusioned I remember every time we would 
lose more people would leave the partido 
because it was just People worked hard 

they became frustrated For some of us who 
stayed a little bit longer it was very 
difficult to get up for another campaign when 


we would lose it 
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Let me tell you the case of Raul Ruiz who 
seemed to make a habit out of running against 
Chicanos 
Right 

Why couldn't you reel him in 9 Was there no 
apparatus in the party for that 7 
There wasn't And that was the other thing we 
were ultra-democratic in the sense that we 
believed in That's where the people in 

terms of mobilization the people in terms of 
consciousness had the idea when they would 
come to the meetings Looking back at it 

they were absolutely right on several scores 
But one was you need a strong central 
committee You need a strong central committee 
in regards to controlling things in terms of 
making people accountable in terms of speaking 
with one voice and that kind of philosophy A 
strong central democratic committee And 
[some] of us including myself were opposed to 
that Because I guess our concept of putting 
power into the hands of a committee And 

so we took the view that each chapter of La 
Raza Unida party while there were certain 
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kinds of guidelines that we should follow 
should be allowed to what they wanted to do 
But that was just a set of ten or twelve 
principles wasn't it? 

Yes there were some 

They were very vague principles 

very vague principles But the idea was 
that San Diego was different from San Jose 
that San Jose was different from East L A And 
that to try to push a certain platform or 
ideology—the class nature--the social 
conditions were somewhat different 

And then there were people There 

were some people that were more adamant than I 
was I think Raul Fred Aguilar I think 
Armando Navarro they were more adamant that 
they would just leave the party if there was a 
strong central committee And they just 
wouldn't have anything to do with La Raza 
party They believed that each chapter should 
basically be able to do what they did So 
going back that's why you had the Raul Ruizes 
being able to run That's why you were able to 
get some chapters taking positions about the 
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war in Vietnam coming out with positions about 
Rhodesia or whatever without even going 
through the central committee And people were 
taking any kind of position that they wanted 
In fact I believe and I'11 try to But 

in some places we even heard that La Raza party 
had endorsed some local Democrats And I'm 
trying to think I think it was in San Jose 9 
Or whatever When I heard that we went up the 
ceiling 

So it backfired in terms of what I was 
saying that each part should do it [whatever 
it wanted] Apparently they felt that 
politically in terms of expediency that's 
what they needed to do wherever they were But 
we took a strong That was one of our 

rules that La Raza Unida party shall never 
endorse the Democratic or Republican party 
under any condition But someone else 
One chapter did it So besides the largeness 
of the state I think in terms of the 

diversity of ideology The whole question 

of should it be centralized versus should it be 


more decentralized 
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The other thing too in looking back one 
of the major weaknesses within La Raza Unida 
party in California was that it was very male 
dominated And I know that in Texas while it 
was [also] male dominated there were women who 
ran for political office There were women who 
held key positions in Denver In the Crusade 
[for Justice] there were some key women In 
fact a number of women who ran for school 
boards for city councils There were 

women that were active in New Mexico And I 
don't think that that particular point can be 
dismissed The fact is that women played an 
almost invisible role within La Raza Unida 
party in California In '75 or '76 they formed 
a group called Confederaci6n de Mujeres That 
was really a caucus within La Raza Unida party 
to try to sensitize men and to push women's 
issues within the party And some of that 
which we 11 talk about will spill over into 
the Californios Although there are some of 
us who are pushing more for women's visibility 
because of the experience of La Raza Unida 


party 
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The other issue was that to qualify the 
party here in California was much more 
difficult than it was in Texas When you look 
at Texas they only had to have 23 000 
signatures New Mexico was around like 8 000 
signatures in Colorado it was even less So 
to qualify for the party in the other states 
was much easier 

In California it was what 65 000 9 
Sixty-six thousand And it changed it 
continued to change California was a state 
that had the most restrictive election laws at 
that time—when it came to qualifying 
independent candidates and third parties So 
where other states qualified people where 
other states were able to win some elections 
In that way the party was very 
successful It made people very excited 
People joined the party In California the 
frustration of losing campaigns the 
frustration of not qualifying the party did the 
other thing And it really I remember at 

the time it put California in a very bad 
position Because Texas and Colorado and New 



Ill 


VASQUEZ 

SANTILLAN 

VASQUEZ 

SANTILLAN 

VASQUEZ 


SANTILLAN 


Mexico when we would meet [and through] the 
correspondence were very shocked that a state 
like California with so many Mexicanos could 
not even qualify even with 66 000 That we 
couldn't win local elections So there was not 
only the external pressure on us that we 
weren't doing it but [we had] even internal 
pressure coming from within the partido that 
California was maybe not doing something 
right And for a lot of us that were in there 
Like I said going back to the whole 
question of us being naive and whatever it 
really hardened us It really 
Made you see 9 

made us see a lot of things that were 
going on 

Let's talk now about reapportionment 
Okay 

Give me your analysis of the history of 
reapportionment and the role of the Mexican- 
American in that whole process in California 
if you will Say in the last thirty or forty 
years 

Okay Well up until the 1960s the issue of 
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reapportionment the whole issue of redrawing 
lines after the census was pretty much a legis¬ 
lative responsibility In fact up until 1962 
the courts pretty much washed their hands 
They felt that reapportionment redistricting 
was the constitutional responsibility of the 
legislature and that the courts had no role to 
play in that That it was spelled out clear in 
the constitution that that wasn't a legislative 
responsibility But in 1962 under the [Chief 
Justice Earl] Warren Court the [United States 
Supreme] Court decided that in fact a court 
could intervene in regards to malapportioned 
plans The whole concept of one man one 
vote That's what brought the court into it 
And California was Up until 1965 1966 

California was in that situation Where one 
person could One county for example— 

and I think that's how it was based primarily 
by counties—is that one county could have 
It's called the Federal Plan * 

Yes the Federal Plan One county could just 
have maybe 5 000 or 10 000 persons and then 
all of Los Angeles County would have maybe just 
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one state senator Well it happened in 
Tennessee that rural areas of Tennessee had 
just as much representation in the legislature 
as those in the larger urban areas And the 
court found that that was contrary to one man 
one vote and [that it] diluted people's 
votes So the court began to intervene on a 
whole series of cases It s called the 
reapportionment revolution because it really 
upset all of the legislative plans What the 
Supreme Court basically did was ask--not ask 
demand—that all the state legislators go back 
and redraw plans in order to meet its one 
person one vote concept California and all 
the other states in the Southwest were not 
excluded from that And so in 1962 
Congressman Roybal did testify before a state 
legislative committee on reapportionment 
In 19-what 7 

'Sixty-two And as far as I know that is the 
first evidence that I have in California where 
there was I didn't find it in the 

1950s There may have been 

This is the one that [Assemblyman] Laughlin 
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[E ] Waters oversaw? 

Right But I don't have any evidence of 

that A person 

Not even in testimony? 

Right I just don't have any evidence of that 
at all But my own research going back is 
that Roybal was the first in California that 
I've come across evidence where there was at 
least some participation by Mexican- 
Americans And at that time he was a city 
council member So this was probably around 
'61 '62 The other One of the 

resolutions in MAPA in 1961 or 1962 was that 
the California legislature ought to draw 
districts that would enhance the political 
representation of Chicanos Mexican- 
Americans So at least in California 
There seems to have been some participation in 
Texas and there was some activity 
Let's do California first Then we'll compare 
Okay 

Let's do California all the way through 
Okay all the way through 
Through to 1970 
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In California So that was the first evidence 
Obviously the reapportionment plan that 
California came out with in 1962-1963 was passed 
by the legislature It came back and it was 
passed did not enhance It did enhance 

I 'm sorry It did enhance a couple of Chicanos 
And that was the election of [Assemblyman 
Philip L ] Phil Soto and [Assemblyman John] Ed 
Moreno in 1962 I believe in ' 62 So there 
were as a result of that It's my under¬ 

standing in talking to some of them—Roybal 
and I did talk to Phil Soto—was that the 
reapportionment plan of '62 did help elect Phil 
Soto I believe Ed Moreno—I think that's his 
name 
John 

John Moreno got elected because there was a 
scandal against his opponent That's my 
understanding He was not really expected to 
win I don’t know what it was or what 
happened but apparently something did happen 
to his opponent and as a result Moreno won 
that election Roybal also won that election 
in 1962 to the Congress So that was a real 
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watershed in terms of Chicano politics in 
1962 And basically it was a watershed because 
it did have with it the whole notion of 
reapportionment tied around their elections 
That's probably the first inkling that 
reapportionment was somewhat tied into the 
whole question of representation Now in 1961 
and '62 reapportionment took a backseat 
because there was of course the Viva Kennedy 
[Club] movement and MAPA was coming along 
What else was happening at the time 9 Voter 
registration programs 

So although reapportionment was important 
it really took a backseat to a lot of more 
immediate needs that the Mexican-American 
community was doing politically What happened 
in 1964? Moreno was defeated but Phil Soto 
was elected Then in 1965 the black community 
filed suit against the state of California in 
terms of reapportionment The state of 
California had a mid-decade reapportionment in 
1965-66 And under the plan the Mexican- 
American community lost Phil Soto's election 
What they did is I think they put Hacienda 
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Heights into his district 
And Diamond Bar 

And Diamond Bar And he lost in 1966 
It's interesting He attributes his loss to 
his support of the Rumford Fair Housing Act 1 
Right yes There were some other things 
too The fact is that Phil Soto had been very 
critical of the Democratic leadership at that 
time And I don't know particularly what the 
issues were That might have been one of the 
issues And so as a result of that they put 
in Diamond Bar I think Hacienda Heights and 
some of the other white areas And so he was 
defeated in 1966 In fact it's my 
understanding that there was another Chicano 
who ran against him And I believe it's 
Dionisio Morales in the Democratic party Now 
I want you to check on this But Dionisio 
Morales ran against him—I think that's what he 
told me—to split the Chicano vote So that is 
what happened plus the Democratic party did 
not support him and they reapportioned his 

A B 1240 1963 Reg Sess Cal Stat ch 1853 
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district 

All right What happens in the ? 70-’71 
reapportionment ? 

Well what happens is that Alex Garcia was 
elected The 1965-1966 reapportionment helped 
increase some of the black representation And 
it's my [understanding] in talking to Soto and 
others that a lot of people feel that the 
Democratic party switched gears there And 
that they went out deliberately and helped the 
black community 
At the expense of the Mexican 0 
[At the expense of] the Mexican Not so much 
that the districts would overlap But the 
intent in the *65-'66 reapportionment was more 
in terms of meeting the mandate to increase 
black representation And the Chicano 
representation was really secondary not even 
thought of And so 
So it was a zero-sum game now? 

Yes exactly And the other thing that 
happened also talking to Soto was the fact 
that as far as he remembers there was not 
really a lot of participation by MAPA or by 
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Roybal or by a lot of the Mexican-American 
community--the Congress of Mexican-American 
Unity--around '66-'65 And that's why I was 

saying these other things were more 
important And so in the '65-'66 [reappor¬ 
tionment] the Mexican-Americans were not real 
visible Garcia was elected in 1968 because I 
think Karabian or someone had run for the state 
senate and left that as an open seat And 
Garcia won that election m 1968 In the 1970 
reapportionment the person that probably was 
really responsible for spearheading the '70- 
1 71-'72--actually there were about three 
people--was Herman Silias And it was because 

of Sillas's position as chairperson of the 
California Advisory Committee [of the United 
States Civil Rights Commission] that he raised 
this and held hearings in Sacramento 
California Advisory Committee of what' 7 
Of the Civil Rights 
Of the Civil Rights Commission 
Right 

[Interruption] 


So Herman Sillas was a very instrumental 
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person And the fact is that he was able to 
use that office—unlike [what happened in] '65- 
f 66 and in ’61-’62 Because of his capacity he 
was able then to hold hearings and not to 
subpoena but to call in people from the 
legislature—including people like Jesse Unruh 
and other people--and to issue a report In 
that position he was able then to notify and 
inform Mexican-American organizations about the 
hearings and send out press releases And so 
Herman Sillas was the person who I think 
almost single-handedly brought to attention in 
'70-'71 the issue of reapportionment 
You said there were others 

Yes The other person too There were a 

couple of people One was Henry Pacheco 
Henry was 
Pacheco 9 

Pacheco He's a professor over at Mount SAC 

[Mount San Antonio College] Henry was very 
instrumental In fact the reason that Henry 
was very important in the '71-'72 
[reapportionment] was because he actually drew 
some plans He actually drew some plans in 
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terms of enhancing Mexican-American 
representation and brought the maps and the 
census He was the first person that I 

can think of It might have been said 

before Well do this and do that But he 
was the first one who by census tracts and by 
maps actually presented a plan m regards to 
enhancing 

Whom did he present it to 9 Before one of these 
hearings of the advisory committee 9 
I know he brought it I believe so But 

I remember he presented it at a press 
conference to try to show that it was possible 
to increase that The other person that was 
very involved--I think Herman was involved 
primarily from the civil rights [angle] Henry 
more from an academic [one]—was Abe Tapia He 
at that time was very active with MAPA And 
Bert Corona was Abe Tapia and Bert Corona 
from the community So those three forces—the 
Civil Rights Commission Pacheco's knowledge of 
census tracts and Abe and Bert's background in 
the community with MAPA--really brought 
redistricting then to the forefront 
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In 1971 I believe m January -there were 
hearings held xn Sacramento And Bert put 
together a caravan a bus for people to go up 
there I was one of the people that went up 
there I remember we slept in a church And 
then we went to the hearings And Herman 
Sillas was up there and there were a lot of 
people there And I remember--1 1 11 never forget 
this--when Jesse Unruh walked in we all walked 
out in protest 

You told me this story but I'm not sure we got 
into why that was Did you know why you were 
walking out' 7 

I didn't particularly know but I was told 
later on [it was] because Jesse Unruh had been 
the architect in the '65-'66 gerrymandering of 
the Mexican-American community I mean that's 
what I was told at that time 
So he obviously wasn't seen as an ally 9 
No he wasn't And there had been some 
statements that he had made that indicated that 
it was going to be 'business as usual That 
we were going to have another malapportionment 
plan So that happened in '71-'72 
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[Assemblyman] Henry [A ] Waxman was in 
fact the chair of the assembly committee 
There was one person in particular that was 
very supportive in promoting a Chicano district 
in 1972-73 and that was Mervyn Dymally 
Again I don't know if it was just a charade or 
a slight of hand on his part [If] he had some 
political interest in doing it or [if] he was 
trying to do something But he kept on pushing 
a Chicano senatorial district He said that it 
could be done You might want to take a look 
at the article that I did on the 71-'72 
reapportionment because it gives all of the key 
players But Henry Waxman was one 
Again he was not in any way a friend of the 
Chicano community at the time You know 
Garcia Alex Garcia even threatened 
Garcia testified I remember I went to the 
testimony here I believe in Los Angeles And 
it was at that real beautiful hotel the old 
one 7 

The Biltmore 7 

Not the Biltmore I think the 
The Ambassador 7 
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the Bradbury* 7 The Bradbury Building I 
believe there were some hearings there And I 
remember hearing Garcia speak there and Garcia 
pointing his finger and warning the Democrats-- 
from his own party—that Don't gerrymander 

us And if you do I'm going to switch 
parties I'm going to become a Republican 
And I don't think they took him very seriously 
but I remember that particular statement he 
made What happened then again in 71-'72 
was there didn't seem to be a lot of 
mobilization There wasn't a lot of 
mobilization It seemed that there was just 
MAPA Herman Sillas and a few of us 
students It was primarily students who were 
being bussed around to these kinds of 
hearings In '71 Well we'll get back 

to I guess the other states And so that's 
pretty much how it left [things] I might have 
mentioned to you too that in '71-'72 there 
had been some talk when we were in Sacramento 
that there [were] some Republicans that wanted 
to talk with us But that was voted down in 


'71-'72 
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Oh really 9 

Right In fact during the reapportionment in 
' 71-'72 I think it was [Senator] H L 
Richardson who was also promoting a Chicano 
district That's why H L was saying that 

It was kind of ironic I mean it was 
kind of contradictory Because on the one 
hand he was saying that there should be no 
districts designed specifically for any 
particular ethnic group But on the other hand 
he was saying that Mexican-Americans had been 
pretty much locked out In fact [the] '71- 
'72-'73 period there Looking back at it 

I don't know if it was a deliberate program 
but it seemed that the Republican party again 
was catering to the Mexican-American 
community They were the minority party They 
had nothing to lose but it sounded good We 
want Mexican-American districts And Let's 
push this It sounded good coming from the 
Republican party But it would be ultimately 
the Democrats that would do it 

This is '72 when Nixon—even earlier— 
initiates his Southwest plan Although that 
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plan—and this is a whole other story--for the 
Chicano vote goes all the way back to 
Eisenhower I mean I have documents And it 
goes through Goldwater it goes through 
Rockefeller 

What’s the essence of that plan' 7 
To try to capture the Mexican-American vote 
The Mexican-American population was 95 percent 
Republican up until the New Deal And then 
under the New Deal because of [President 
Franklin D ] Roosevelt and because of 
[President Herbert C ] Hoover and later on 
[Senator Robert A ] Taft the Mexicans switched 
to the Democratic party Although there’s a 
large segment that has remained Republican 
within the Mexican-American community And so 
in 1952 under Eisenhower there is 
correspondence that after twenty years of 
absence the Republican party decides to go 
after the Mexican-American vote again And 
I’ve interviewed people like William Orozco and 
others and the attorney [Manuel] Ruiz 
downtown who’ve shown me documents I’ve had 
copies made There were groups Latin 
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Americans for Eisenhower/Nixon in f 52 Barry 
Goldwater Viva Barry Goldwater There were 
several chapters of Viva Goldwater in 
California going back to 1964 The Viva 
Rockefeller m 1966 the Viva Reagan " 
headed by several Mexican-American Democrats 

Side A] 

3 Side B] 

There's a 1972 strategy by Nixon But that’s 
after almost twenty years But Nixon is able 
to do it again, more sophisticatedly He's 
much more astute in terms of appointing people 
and [those] kinds of other things But in '72 
the Republican party approaches us for 
reapportionment and we decline And in '72- 
'73 they come to ask us in terms of La Raza 
Unida party and we decline So in terms of 
supporting La Raza Unida party in terms of 
supporting our efforts in reapportionment-- 
because when we grew up the Republicans were 
for the rich and Democrats for the poor All 
of that So we dismissed them in the early 
seventies We got screwed in terms of 
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reapportionment from the Democrats It was 
the 72- 73 plan It finally went to court 
eventually because Ronald Reagan was the 
governor Reagan vetoed the plan It 
eventually ended up with a 
[Court appointed] Masters 

Masters And they came out with a 
plan And the Democrats always claimed that 
their plan was better The plan really had 
very little impact on the Mexican-American 
community In fact the Democratic party likes 
to use that against us when we talk about the 
sixties and seventies The seventies 

reapportionment they said Oh no we gave 
you a good plan But you weren't happy with 
it You went to the Masters and they ignored 
you And so 

What's your assessment now 9 Would it have made 
a difference 9 

No I don't think so I don't think so at 
all What was happening in 1972 was that the 
Republicans were using us by using a position 
that they were for us At every hearing there 
would be H L Richardson There was also an 



129 


VASQUEZ 

SANTILLAN 


VASQUEZ 

SANTILLAN 


1 

Allred as a 


official by the name of--of all people-- 
[Senator John G ] Schmitz Remember the butch 
lawyeress [comment]?^ 

Oh sure 

I mean I remember one time he even came out 
and said something about a Mexican district I 
mean on one hand they would say no and the 
other hand Because We couldn't we 

shouldn't get involved with racial districts 
But then they would also say yes So it was 
interesting that you had people like H L 
Richardson Schmitz all of these I 

don't even know if I don't think 

[Congressman John H ] Rousselot was involved— 
but these people were crying out for Latino 
districts Then you had people like Dymally 
that were pushing a Chicano district 
Did any of them come up with a Mexican 
grandmother like Los Angeles County Supervisor 
Peter [F ] Schabarum did? 

Oh no no they didn't [Laughter] Nor did 


A Schmitz reference to feminist attorney Gloria 
butch lawyeress 
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any of them I think the closest one to 

come up with a plan was Dymally Dymally came 
up with a plan about how a Chicano district 
could be 

Did he have support in his chamber' 7 
I don’t remember any Mexican-American coming 
out and endorsing Dymally at that time I 
mean I can ’ t 
Not even Alex Garcia 9 

Not even Alex Garcia I think it was 
Garcia was in the By that time Garcia 

was in the assembly or in the senate 9 I think 
he was still in the assembly 
He was in the assembly yeah I think 
He was still in the assembly But apparently 
he had some real suspicions So after the 
court hearing in ’73 we got involved in the 
city council redistricting That was to spill 
over We became involved in Chicanos for Fair 
Representation I became involved in the city 

In Los Angeles 9 

Right And I’ve written an article in the 
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Chicano Law Review 1 on the '71-'73 city 
council And that's the whole thing of 
challenging [Los Angeles City Councilman Arthur 
K ] Snyder And at that time the council 
member the chair of the redistricting 
committee was [Los Angeles County Supervisor 
Ed] Edelman And it's just interesting to see 
these people like Edelman and Waxman and 
Dymally who were--especially Waxman and Ed 
Because now they’re both involved with the 
redistricting or they're now in the Congress 
and on the board of supervisors and this thing 
has come up again And I mean it just seems 
that 

The same players 

The same players [At] whatever level they 
will go up Basically the same players from 
the community that were involved in 72 are 
still there but at a different level 
Do you want to say more about this 0 
No I was just going to say And so that 


1 Santill&n Richard A The Chicano Community and 
the Redistricting of the Los Angeles City Council 1971-73 
Chicano Law Review 6 (1983) 
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ended the state reapportionment We became 
Involved with the city reapportionment and 
then after that the next time would be the * 80- 
1 81 reapportionment 

Before we go to the '81 reapportionment 
compare now some of what you know of the 
reapportionment experiences in places like 
Texas Up to '81 

Okay I hate always asking you to refer to 
this article that I did on the history of 
redistricting from '61 to '85 That f s in 

[F ] Chris Garcia's book on Latino politics in 
the United States 1 
The new book? 

Right There's an article in there I survey 
Latino participation in '61 '71 and really 

'81 I look at the nine different states in 
'81 But in the seventies there was 
involvement in Texas there was involvement in 
Illinois and in New Mexico There was an 
involvement of Mexican-Americans in Michigan 


1 Garcia F Chris Latinos and the Political 
System Notre Dame University of Notre Dame Press 1988 
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In all of the states basically that we see in 
'81 there was some 

But not necessarily all through La Raza Unida 7 
Not all through La Raza Unida party The 
groups that were involved in the reapportion¬ 
ment were LULAC the GI Forum La Raza Unida 
the National I might be wrong but the 

National Council of La Raza But LULAC and the 
GI Forum were really very strong in other 
states in pushing the whole question of 
reapportionment And I believe that MALDEF 
[Mexican-American Legal Defense Fund] also was 
active in the I believe MALDEF comes 

about in '68-’69 right 7 MALDEF was involved 
with that and does a lot of the litigation 
The interesting aspect about the '71-'72 and 
also the ’81-’82 reapportionments [was that] 
although there was a lot of activity there was 
never any national coordination In fact in 
talking to people who were involved in either 
of the reapportionments nobody had even the 
knowledge that there was this reapportionment 
going on in other states That people were 
involved So in terms of sharing resources— 
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human resources or legal expertise or 
strategies or whatever Which really 

shows how isolated the Latino community was in 
'71-'72 in terms of just communication on 
such an important issue What happened was 
that One could say in the '71- 73 

reapportionment in almost every case that it 
ended up in the courts It ended up in the 
courts in Texas in New Mexico in Colorado in 
Illinois m Michigan and in California The 
Masters was not unique to the Mexican 
experience In fact the 
To the California experience you mean 7 
Right I'm sorry The California experience 
was that the Mexican community took its case 
literally to the courts And in most cases 
the courts were pretty favorable in the lower 
house Not in the upper house or in the 
Congress And Fernando Padilla has done an 
excellent In fact he did his Ph D 

dissertation on the whole question of the 
legality of the 
Fernando Padilla? 

Fernando Padilla—who did his Ph D disserta- 
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tion at the University of [California] Santa 
Barbara and is now at the University of 
Washington in Seattle xn the ethnic studies 
department--is probably the foremost expert on 
the whole question of the legal system 
reapportionment and Chicano representation 
And he shows the tremendous Not the 

tremendous but the significant increase of 
Mexican-American representation after '73 And 
[he] attributes that primarily to the efforts 
of the court decisions [He] doesn’t negate 
the fact of the voter registration programs or 
of a growing sophistication in the Chicano 
movement But [he] says that clearly 
reapportionment for the first time allows the 
lines to be drawn so that voter registration 
and sophistication now were basically in the 
ballpark to win it And [he said] that 
reapportionment is the key Oddly enough by 
1978 Chicanos have exhausted pretty much all 
their districts In other words they're going 
to win based out of the court decisions they 
can't win anymore 

Why? The population is not growing? It’s 
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shifting'? What 9 Voter registration 9 What 9 
Well there's a lot of things that are 
happening But in terms of the districts that 
are There was the idea in the seventies 

that we'11 see change in the eighties that 
Mexican-Americans can only run in the heavily 
Chicano district areas And that s the 

idea And we see 

Even though you have someone like an Ed Roybal 
that's been greatly successful in a district 
that's not predominantly [Hispanic] 9 
Yes take Ed Roybal Or take a look at Chac6n 
today The focus begins to change You 

see people like Montoya you see people like 
Ayala people like Gonzalez people whose 
districts are primarily one-third Latino and 
almost two-thirds white But the idea in the 
seventies—the mentality in the seventies--was 
that Chicanos could only run in districts that 
were 65 or 70 percent And that's where we in 
the Californios--when we begin to talk about 
the eighties—also begin to get hung up on the 
fact that 65 [percent] 70 [percent] was our 
number to do that So up until about '78 
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■then is much As far as Chicanos winning 

the elections in the assembly in the senate 
and the Congress throughout the states it is 
pretty much finished 

Now for example in the city of San 
Antonio the barrio was divided I believe 
into four areas East Los Angeles in the 
seventies continued to be sliced up into 
several districts Philadelphia was sliced up 
into In the city of Philadelphia the 

Puerto Rican community was divided into two 
districts The Chicano barrio in southwest 
Detroit was divided into two districts In the 
city of Des Moines Iowa the Chicano community 
was divided into two districts It was Des 
Moines it was Omaha it was East L A San 
Antonio Philadelphia In New York the Puerto 
Rican community in the Bronx was divided m the 
seventies 

How about Chicago 9 

Chicanos were also divided into several 
wards So in the seventies despite obvious 
racial gerrymandering there were a few 
Mexican-Americans that were still able to get 
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elected We see that example in the 
seventies We see Garcia going up to the state 
senate we see Ayala getting elected we see 
the election of Montoya to the senate we see 
the election of [Senator] Art Torres to the 
assembly—this is in the seventies now But 
then it stops The ceiling is five assembly 
seats and three senate seats and no further 
By the end of the seventies that's it That's 
the mentality that we can't go any further 
Okay let’s get back to California Set the 
context for the 1980-81 reapportionment 
In 1978 we could no longer go any further 
there was The Rose Institute—we're 

talking about California—the Rose Institute at 
the Claremont Colleges had been around since 
1970 It's named after Odessa Rose She 
provided a very generous grant to the Claremont 
Colleges to establish an institute in her name 
that focused primarily on state and local 
issues Thus the Rose Institute of State and 
Local Government Being a Republican she was 
I suppose terrified of federalism and the 
centralized power of government in Washington 
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D C [She] wanted to have an institute that 
would look at local and state issues And in 
a way try to convince the citizens of 
California of the Republican philosophy 
Basically that government that is closest to 
the people is better than government that is 
farther away from the people And so the 
institute was established I believe in 
1970 And in 1978 under the leadership of 
Alan Heslop and because of its Republican ties 
it submitted a proposal to the California 
Roundtable who it’s my understanding represent 
seventy-five of the largest corporations in 
California [They] received a grant of 
approximately three-fourths of a million 
dollars $750 000 to undertake a project in 
regards to the whole issue of redistricting 
And there would be several dimensions of this 
project publications conferences 
hearings And just basically to inform the 
people of California about the upcoming 1980 
reapportionment It was going to be 
educational and informational It was not 

in the advocacy business 
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Was it supposed to be nonpartisan 7 
Nonpartisan yes Nonpartisan everything all 
of those nice things In 1979 I was at East 
L A College and I had received a call from 
Alfred Balitzer [He] was the assistant at the 
Rose Institute Originally the person that 
had been contacted to do the reapportionment 
And part of the proposal was in regards to 
minority participation minority education 
And so there was a component there and that’s 
why they were contacting me But apparently 
the first person they wanted to contact to head 
the Latino studies on reapportionment was 
Miguel [David] Tirado [He] wrote a book 
Because he'd written one of the most complete 
articles on Mexican participation 
Right he wrote that first article in the first 
issue of Aztlan ^ Besides that he had also 
gone to school with Fred Balitzer So that's 
where the connection was And so Fred had 


1 Tirado Miguel David Mexican-American Community 
Political Organization 'The Key to Chicano Political 
Power ' Aztlan Chicano Journal of the Social Sciences and 
the Arts I no 1 (Spring 1970) 53-78 
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called him and my surprise was that Miguel had 
said Look I had met Miguel a couple 

times but I really didn't know him I 
couldn't even say [he was] a friend He was 
more of an acquaintance He said Fred look 
I can't do it because I'm going to Washington 
DC to do some research " I guess later on 
he did some research on labor But there s a 
person by the name of Santillan that you might 
want to contact I know [he] has been very 
active with La Raza Unida party He's been 
very active as far as I know with the '71 
reapportionment You might want to contact 
him So Fred said Okay And so Fred 
tracked me down and he came over to the East 
L A College Now I had graduated--that's in 
'78--from the Claremont Colleges in the CGS 
the Claremont Graduate School 
You did your doctorate there' 7 
I did my doctorate on La Raza Unida party 
there And so I knew the reputation of the 
Rose Institute I was on that campus 
What was that reputation 9 

Oh that it was right-wing I didn’t know this 



142 


VASQUEZ 


SANTILLAN 


for a fact but that it was conservative 
right-wing and a Republican hotbed And in my 
three years I never even set foot in the Rose 
Institute although it wasn't that far from the 
Claremont Graduate School The library was 
there and other facilities And I would come 
across some students who were working with the 
Rose Institute and all that so That's 

like you were at Stanford and you think of 
that Hoover Institute I mean and you just 

[Laughter] I would walk around it every 
time 

Yes you just [Laughter] Yes right 

So what happened was that Fred came to talk to 
me He brought a young man with him I forget 
who It doesn't really matter but he brought 
someone else with him And I remember sitting 
down in the cafeteria and he talked to me and 
he said Look the Rose Institute do you know 
it * 7 And I said Of course And he says 
"We'd like you to head our Latino redistricting 
effort We want to bring the Chicano community 
into the process We want them to be a key 
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player involved with us Now I know for a 
fact that I already have suspicions 

because of the Republican connection in '72 
with La Raza Unida party and the 
reapportionment Here's another Republican 
trying to recruit Chicanos again And I said 
No I can't do it But you know there 1 s 
some other people You might want to talk to 
Henry Pacheco you might want to talk to other 

people And Fred said No we want you to 

head it We really would like you to head 

it And we’d like you to think about it And 

I said no 

And then I received a call from Heslop 
weeks later and he said I'd like to meet with 
you And we sat down and we talked He 
talked about the program what it was going to 
be And it sounded really now a little 
exciting in terms of the fact that we would 
have access to computers we would have access 
to the media You know all of a sudden 
things that we didn't have But I still 
remember that connection I said Well let 
me go and talk Let me come back with a 
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decision And what I did was I went out and I 
sought out four or five people that I had a lot 
of confidence in at that time in terms of 
getting some feedback One of them was Bert 
[Corona] I talked to Bert Bert said Go for 
it Bert said This time we need to have 
people on both sides and we need to get that 
information I talked to Carlos Munoz Munoz 
said Go for it Because I was afraid of 
being tied into the Republican thing The 
other person I talked to was Richard 
Alatorre And Alatorre said Go for It 
Now little did I know see 9 And I don't 
think Because that's about when? The 

speaker's fight takes place what in ' 82 9 
In '81 

'Eighty-one the speaker's fight right? So he 
doesn't know he's going to be chairperson 
yet So this is a couple years before But 
he's saying 

In fact he's an outsider at that point 
I didn't even know Okay 
He's being punished 

Okay [Laughter] So maybe that's why 



145 


VASQUEZ [Speaker of the Assembly Leo T ] McCarthy has 

him in a corner 

SANTILLAN [Laughter] Okay maybe that's why he tells me 
Hey go for it The other person was my wife 
Gloria and she said We talked about it 

and she said Go for it She says It's 
something exciting And I'm trying to think 
of the fifth person But there were five 
people Oh and my compadre Carlos Navarro 
over at Cal State Northridge There were the 
five people And I remember the pros and cons 
and they felt that it would be good to go ahead 
and do it But they all said under certain 
conditions 

So I went back to Heslop and I said that 
these would be the conditions that we would 
have access to the computers for no cost that 
they could never interfere with our plans that 
they could never edit or censor our press 
releases or our publications and that we would 
be free to run the program as we wanted to— 
even if it was to criticize Republicans and 
Democrats And Heslop told me Fine You 
have all of that You have access We're 
going to give you a budget to travel to put 
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out newsletters and publications And I tell 
people to this day that Heslop kept his 
word Even when he came under fire from the 
Republicans from his own party [about] what 
we were doing [That we] were being critical 
and the plans we were advocating weren't the 
plans of the Republican party Basically to 
keep us m line 

And did he see the Republican party as his 
party 9 

I'll tell you one thing I've learned about Alan 
Heslop—and I've learned a lot and I've come to 
respect him a lot--was that Alan actually 
really promotes and believes the concept of 
good government over party He really does 
And maybe because he He was very 

involved with the Republican party I mean he 
was an official of it he's been real active 
But his being away from the party and [the fact 
that he has] more of an academic perspective 
has really brought him to see things in a very 
different way Not from inside the party but 
from outside the party And so he was very 
critical of [Assemblyman Don] Sebastian! He's 
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been very critical of commissions he's been 
very critical of the very same things In 

fact he wrote a Or his name has been 

tied to a number of publications that have gone 
contrary to the philosophy of the Republican 
party in terms of reapportionment Once Heslop 
agreed to that What we did was that we 

held in 1979—or late 1978--a conference at the 
Rose Institute 
Sure it was ’79 not 'SO 7 
Well maybe it was '80 
Well go ahead 

No it was going to be before the reapportion- 
ment And that was to invite some key players 
in So there were about fifty people who came 
in LULAC the GI Forum I can maybe 

even look back and see who the list was There 
were about forty-five or fifty people that came 
to that first initial meeting And we were 
given a real impressive tour of the computers 
the resources the printer everything It was 
just mind-boggling I think Henry Pacheco 
Yes Henry Pacheco was there And 
there was somebody from MAPA that was there 
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So people were really impressed I remember 
then afterwards Alan asking us in this big 
room ’Do you have any questions' 7 And I 
remember pretty much MAPA saying We’re not 
going to be involved with this You know 
that this is a Republican think tank And they 
said We’re walking out And MAPA walked 
out I remember that And there were a couple 
of other people who followed them I think 

No LULAC wasn’t one of them It was 
interesting LULAC wasn’t one of them But 
MAPA and a couple of other organizations walked 
out But I remember MAPA had the strongest 
opposition to it 

Based on the fact that it was Republican? 

It was Republican that’s what they were 
saying But again MAPA always [had] been tied 
in at that time to the Democratic party And 
so they didn't want But what happened 

then was that MAPA left and a couple other 
people left But some of us stayed behind and 
talked [some more] And Alan had not made the 
announcement there that I would be heading the 
reapportionment effort But there was some 
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concern again [about] the connection the 
relationship But people felt comfortable 
Armando was there I believe Huerta was 
there I believe that Richard No not 

Richard Martinez John Huerta I think was 
there And the attorney 
Miguel [F ] Garcia? 

Miguel I think was there I believe Carlos 
Navarro was there Jorge Garcia was there 
Jorge also had some strong reservations about 
the Republican participation with this It was 
an interesting concept Because we had thrown 
out the Republicans in 72 Remember I told 
you when we met at the Brown Beret 
[headquarters] we told them to get the hell out 
of there And when they tried to talk to us in 
Washington we said We don't even want to 
meet with you With the Nixon years and 
everything else and under Reagan And 

here we were sitting down with Republicans 
For myself I was thinking What are we really 
getting into 7 It sounds good and all that but 
there has to be an agenda here There has to 


be something more that we can't see 


This is 
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■too good to be true But the fact is that we 
were there—myself and the other people were 
there—because we had been betrayed by the 
Democrats in 72 with La Raza Unida party and 
the reapportionment and we remembered that 
And I think by that time we were saying that 
there was no difference between Republicans and 
Democrats basically And that we had to do 
this Like I said with the advice from Bert 
Alatorre and other people I decided to do 
this Well we established in 1979 and 1980 
the Latino Reapportionment Studies component 
I should also mention too that the Rose 
Institute had a similar meeting with the black 
community and brought some blacks m And the 
blacks pretty much told them to go to hell and 
never got involved with it 
Do you know what blacks do you remember 7 
I don’t know who they were But I remember 
them coming in in terms of seeing the 
computers I think the NAACP [National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People] was one I think there were a couple 
of other groups and I can probably find out 
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and we can look back But pretty much they 
said Hey we’re not going to have anything to 
do with the Republican party ' 

How did that make you feel? You've always been 
one to build coalitions 

Yes I felt that it was a mistake on their 
part I felt really I think they put 

their trust [in believing] that the Democrats 
were going to take care of them in that 
reapportionment And I felt that the Democrats 
weren’t going to take care of them 
Was [Assemblyman] Willie [L ] Brown [Jr ] 
speaker yet? 

No I don't think so That wasn't the speaker 
fight yet See that wasn’t the speaker fight 
Okay 

So what happened is that I thought—and I still 
do feel--that it was a big mistake they made in 
not at least staying around and seeing what 
they could get out of it But I think where 
they were m '81-’82 was where we were in '71- 
'72 in terms of telling them to go to hell I 
think we had And maybe because they had 

gained during the seventies they felt that 
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they didn't need the Rose We hadn't and we 
were locked in 

So what happened was that we started it 
and we had a conference I believe in 1981 
And we brought people m That’s when Joseph 
Montoya spoke [Edward] Avila from NALEO 
[National Association of Latino Elected 
Officials] Henry Pach6n and Pacheco was 
there We had a real good turnout of about 125 
people And it went very well Alatorre was 
there Alatorre was at that first one 
Montoya was at that first one I guess they 
were all interested to see what was at the 
Rose And I found out later and X guess I * 11 
go ahead and tell you that the reason that 
Alan had insisted that I be the director— 
because I found this out later on--was that 
there were a number of Latino Republicans who 
wanted that position I heard people [were 
interested]--I don’t know [for sure] these 
names were told to me—but people like Ralph 
Ramirez who was at that time I think 
Rousselot's field rep The representative from 
ARCO I’m going to think of his name He's now 
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in Denver Zapanta 
Al Zapanta? 

Zapanta wanted that position I was told that 
Fernando Oaxaca had some people in mind that he 
wanted [in] that position That was apparently 
a plum position Because people could see that 
whoever would head the position would be tied 
to the Rose and have these resources And 
[they] could really use that as a More 

for their own political self-interest I think 
in terms of some of the people that we've been 
mentioning 

But for partisan reasons? 

For partisan reasons that's why the self- 
interest 

And why do you suppose that Heslop was so 
convinced that it should be you 9 
That's what I [asked] him And he said 
Because you would bring credibility Because 
if we could get someone like you with your 
record in working with La Raza Unida party--a 
person who had been considered a liberal 
militant to buy into this--then it would bring 
some sense that there is maybe some 



VASQUEZ 

SANTILLAN 

VASQUEZ 


154 


credibility If we brought in Oaxaca or 
Zapanta everybody would say 'Of course they 
have a Republican look who's doing it ' But 
once we could get someone who was identified as 
liberal and anti-Republican to buy into this 
then people would have to take a look at it 
And that’s why when Montoya and Alatorre and my 
compadre and all these people came it was 
because basically I was there They told me 
that It was for your reputation that we 
came It wasn’t the We thought that 

maybe That's why we had come In fact 

Gloria Molma told me later on Richard one 
thing that I always prayed about and it never 
happened was I was always afraid that this 
thing was going to blow up in your face 

I really never thought of the danger 
That I could have [been] brought in [to work 
with] people like this and that somehow we 
could have all been manipulated Something 
could have really happened 
It didn’t occur to you 9 
Never occurred to me 
Why 9 
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Because I guess 
Confidence or naivetd 9 
Both I think because of Heslop's 
reassurances We always got along very well 
And I really believed what he was saying I 
really did Also the fact is that I was 
really somewhat naive But also somewhat 
willing to do this Because I thought to 
myself--I guess it was— We got screwed in '72 
by the Democrats We got screwed in '60 by the 
Democrats You know what else can we do 9 
Try somebody else 9 

Let's try someone else Or let's form a 
coalition or a partnership with someone else 
And so what happened was that Gloria 
Molina told me I know other people had a lot 
of suspicion of why you were tying in with the 
Republican party Because remember the 
Republican party was coming in and they were 
appointing Democrats to [be] judges in the 
Nixon administration They were giving monies 
to all kinds of things And we thought they 
had bought you out We thought they had 
brought you into this and that you were part of 
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their plan 

I said Well I thought about that 
That's why I went to go talk to Bert and 
Alatorre and my compadre to really get a sense 
of this 

But she said X was always afraid that 
something could have happened and that you 
would have been publicly embarrassed That 
they would have come out and done something to 
you and your whole credibility would have been 
shot I mean any credibility that you did 
have For all that time and all that effort 
that you put in people would remember 
Santilldn [for being] used by the Republican 
party Santill&n who used the Latino 
community for Republicans And that could 
have [happened] it never did And if any¬ 
thing people saw that in fact having us there 
at the Rose Institute Gloria Molina coming in 
and Joe Montoya and other people using the 
resources later on and coming in 
Was it worth it 7 

I think so I think so because Armando became 


involved Huerta Miguel 


Soon it was all 
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the La Raza Unida party all the activists 
were being tied into Californios But what it 
It did several things What it did was 
that it was another extension of La Raza Unida 
party where we attacked both the Democrats and 
the Republicans and where we were trying to be 
independent What we did with the 
reapportionment was another step in that 
direction And even though we were tied [to] 
the Republican party it was a further step 
away from the Democratic party 

Was there a sense of well satisfaction to be 
using the Republican resources? [Laughter] 

I think so I think when Miguel and Huerta and 
Armando came in they helped me a lot in 
regards to how to use that See I was I guess 
more from an academic perspective I was in a 
very unique position because all of a sudden we 
had all of these resources [at] our disposal 
I didn't know how to use them I could do the 
research and all that but in terms of how we 
used those resources to develop community 
Who taught you? 

Armando Armando more than anyone else But I 


SANTILLAN 
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believe Miguel Garcia and other people [Pete] 
Carillo I'11 think of his name 

Roberto 7 

Not Roberto Camarillo but in San Diego I'll 
think of his name And some people from San 
Jose people in Orange County [George] 

Valencia All these people's first names I'll 
get These were people who had been 
Ross Valencia 7 

No not Ross Valencia no no But they were 
people who had been very active in 
mobilization And when they came in they said 
Let's talk about how we can use these 
resources And this is how we can do it And 
so that's when we met the following week 
I was out of town There was a meeting after 
that conference at Cal State L A and that's 
where the name Californios for Fair 
Representation It's my understanding 

that Miguel Garcia is the one that came up with 
the name Californios 

Let's step back a little bit Let's now 
approach it from the origins of the 
Californios—which I guess you're laying out 
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here--and then why the players became the 
players in the Californios And why did you 
decide on that name 9 

I think you might want to talk to Miguel I 
think it was I don’t know why people 

We had used Chicanos for Fair 
Representation 
In the seventies 

In the seventies I don't know where the word 
Well obviously Californios But I 
don’t think it had the [same] implications in 
any way Maybe like you said it got tied 
into that I should mention a couple of 
things 

I remember it seemed like a strange name at the 
time I think people were sophisticated enough 
to know that you surely weren't harkening back 
to the ruling elites 
No See 

But it had a strange roll on the tongue anyway 
I didn’t think of that It's strange that you 
mention that in terms of I never thought 

of it in terms of I know all the things 

about the Californios and I know of The 
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VASQUEZ Well I was a newspaper editor then We had a 

newspaper and reported everything you guys 
did But it just was clumsy 

SANTILLAN Yes And that's what I'm saying is that maybe 
we were again we didn't we were trying 
I wasn't there but I never had any problems 
with the name In fact I thought it was a 
good name But I wanted to mention a couple of 
things that happened at that time when we were 
organizing First of all--and this is before 
we get into the development of the 
Californios—MAPA is really upset about this 
This whole thing about That we're going 

to deal with the whole question Because they 
take the view that reapportionment is their 
jurisdiction And so even before the 

development At that conference there 

were some MAPA people who were there as non- 
MAPA people they were there because they 
really were interested But they had shared 
with us that the leadership of MAPA was already 


1 Pitt Leonard The Decline of the Californios A 
Social History of the Spanish-speaking Californians 1846- 
1890 Berkeley University of California Press 1966 



161 


VASQUEZ 
SANTILLAN 


planning to do their own reapportionment 
plans And that they were already working with 
the Democrats on the reapportionment issue 
Who held the leadership then'* 

This person an attorney from San Francisco 
He was there in ’81-’82 Hueto a big man 
Oh he was [Laughter] I remember this 

literally We had a meeting It was myself 
Armando Navarro Carlos Navarro this lawyer I 
was telling you [about] from MAPA and George 
Valencia from Orange County George Valencia 
and I think Rita Nunez from Orange County was 
there It was at the Rose Institute and we 
had just come up with the name Californios for 
Fair Representation and the officers had been 
appointed and everything else And immediately 
after MAPA contacted us and said We want to 
have a meeting with you We’re going to be 
down in that area So we did I think John 
Huerta was at the meeting too and Miguel 
I think it was Miguel And what 
happened was that this MAPA president came in 
and [He was] real arrogant real 


condescending about how we could have the auda- 
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city to take on redistricting and reappor¬ 
tionment [He said] that this was MAPA's 
monopoly this was MAPA's jurisdiction And if 
we wanted to get involved with reapportionment 
that we had to join MAPA And in fact he even 
suggested we form MAPA chapters and use the MAPA 
mechanism to try to get involved with reappor- 
tionment [Laughter] I remember Armando and 
Miguel were real adamantly [against] that In 
fact Armando says to him You know MAPA's 
just 'on paper ' [Laughter] You know this is 
just an organization on paper I mean you 
don't have no members There's no chapters 
What are you people doing?" And it's going 
back and forth and it's becoming real heated 
And then finally this attorney says Okay 
this is what we're going to do We're going to 
call it The organization's going to be 

called 'MAPA/Californios for Reapportionment' 
or something [like that] But MAPA's name is 
going to go first in the title And Miguel 
tells him No we're not going to do that 
And Miguel says In fact you should Join 
Californios And then the MAPA person says— 
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because I think at that time Miguel is the 
president and Armando I think is the executive 
director—this attorney from MAPA says I'm 
going to be the cochair and any decision 
that's made has to go through myself ' And he 
just lays it out like that Just I mean like 
he's coming in and he's telling us that we have 
to do this And then he says 

This is an organization that you're building 
Yes this is an organization we're building 
And I've always had a lot of respect for MAPA 
I still do But this individual really was I 
think at that time--and I'll come up with a 
name—making some real arbitrary decisions and 
statements [He was] not really representing 
MAPA I think that was his own opinion at that 
time But the way the meeting was concluded 
was almost a fistfight between Miguel and 
Armando and this lawyer We literally 
physically had to get up and hold these people 
back from hitting each other Because this 
MAPA representative was making a real—in my 
eyes—he was making a real ass of himself He 
was just so arrogant so paternalistic so 



164 


VASQUEZ 

SANTILLAN 


unrealistic And he was just making a lot of 
us angry Now I have a temper but it takes a 
lot to get me going But you know Armando and 
Miguel It doesn't take too much [Laughter] 
Very short tempers 

Theirs are real short I mean they were 
physically ready to get this guy In fact he 
just left I mean he just left And he says 
You're going to hear more from MAPA And 
[we] really thought about it How can we 
establish a committee an organization like the 
Californios if we are going to have MAPA 
running out there crazy 7 Testifying against us 
at hearings or coming up with their own 
plans 7 How are we going to create a real 
united effort around this issue [with] MAPA? 

And they did make some noise I mean I 
remember a newsletter that came out of San 
Diego It said something about There's a 
group of people who are calling themselves 
Californios [for] redistricting And these are 
a lot of sellouts to the Republican party 
These people are filling their pockets with the 
Republican Southwest strategy They disguise 
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themselves and stuff like that MAPA did 
take some real potshots at us So we were 
getting it from MAPA The other group we were 
getting it from—real visible—was from La Raza 
Unida party 
Remnants 7 

The remnants of La Raza Unida party 
Like who? 

People like [Eugene] Hern&ndez 

From the [San Fernando] Valley 7 

From the Valley Eugene Eugene Hernandez 

Yes Eugene Hern&ndez But we had some people 

from the Valley Marshall Diaz was from there 

Richard Lola Raul Ruiz 

He was working with you 7 

Right In fact I remember it was really 
bad I mean one situation I think in '81 or 
'82 we had a major fund-raiser down at the 
Union Station Eugene was out there with about 
twenty pickets saying Democrat and Republican 
sellouts And I saw Eugene and some of the 
other people and that put me in some ways in 
a real odd position We had to keep on 
questioning ourselves I mean when we crossed 
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picket lines and we see [people] like Eugene 
and La Raza Unida party on the outside and 
we're walking in What are we doing? It 

was kind of like Again the idea that 

you think you can 

Wasn't there any dialogue established with 
these people? Couldn't you dialogue 9 

You couldn't dialogue with them I tried it 
And people tried to talk to Eugene on this 
They were so--and maybe we [would have] felt 
the same way--that [they] weren't listening 
And it really 

Why? Was it a conviction so deeply held 9 Or 
were you a handy way to resuscitate La Raza 
Unida? 

No I think I'm not trying to give us 

credit but we had gone beyond La Raza Unida 
party We had gone to the point where you're 
talking about mobilization and raising 
consciousness really playing hardball 
politics--[or] what we thought was hardball 
politics We were spending so much time trying 
to qualify the party on the ballot running 
candidates They were still Eugene was 
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still running people out there And I 

think at that level of Californios I can 

look back and see that now and see the 
frustration where people probably looked at us 
in terms of that in the early seventies About 
running candidates and trying to qualify the 
party saying We have to really have an 
impact on the process And we can do it this 
way in terms of working with both the 
Democrats and Republicans and also working 
against them And so I felt that we had in 
fact grown I remember myself and Miguel and 
all of us one time sitting around [reminiscing 
about an earlier time we all together] 

In fact of all places it was in the 
Sacramento jail—we sat in in Willie Brown's 
office—and said Remember [when ]' 7 And not 

sleeping that whole night 
No When you sat in where 0 
In Willie Brown's office 
And you went to jail? 

We went to jail 
In Sacramento? 

Right And what happened was that all of us 
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[were] sitting around saying to ourselves 
Where were we ten years ago? In '72 we were 
with La Raza Unida Where was our 
consciousness? Now here we have two 
professors we have two attorneys we have a 
businessperson here and we have a local city 
councilperson " And we found that we had 

professionally—and I think politically as 
well—reached a certain kind of level And 
Raul was in the jail Armando was in there 
And we felt that that was the right thing to do 
in terms of the Califorpios The fact that we 
had reached a certain level And it was 
true The fact that Raul Armando myself 
Miguel and some of the other people—I can't 
think of the others—were in jail indicated 
that we felt like we were still pushing the 
Chicano agenda Because we were there again 
And after '76—not that I was angry—but I 
hadn't seen Armando With Raul I had some 
problems because he was running around 
Remember? Running for office? 

Yes 

We talked about that After we were telling 
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people they were going to choose their elected 
officials and he would just announce [that he 
would] run So I had some real problems with 
Raul Miguel I didn't know that well I used 
to see him around But here we were in that 
jail together and we said Maybe 

[there's] a little bit of romanticism [or] 
destiny of why we were there And basically 
because we all still believed in the same 
things And we were all there for Californios 
for Fair Representation So we felt that we 
were heading in the right direction I mean I 
think that was a real reinforcement in doing 
that 

So we were getting criticism from MAPA we 
were getting it also from La Raza Unida party 
we were getting hit hard from the Democratic 
party 

Who for example 9 
Alatorre 

What would he say? What would he do? 

Well Alatorre to some degree Because 
Alatorre was a strange character Because he 
could say some real negative things about the 
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Rose Institute at press conferences and In his 
conversation and then he could also turn 
around and say some real complimentary things 
about the Rose Institute That it's good 
That [it's] another place that's supporting the 
Mexican-American community Even though it's 
Republican the Mexican-American community's 
sophisticated enough to be careful And I 
remember State Senator Joseph Montoya making 
the announcement I'm glad to know that 
there's another computer out there that 
Mexicans have access to besides Willie 
Brown's Gloria Molina [Assemblyman Charles 
M ] Chuck Calderdn later on would 
Side B] 

4 Side A] 

So one thing that the What Californios 

did in the 1980s also was that it really 
splintered where people were at politically 
Because where a lot of people were together in 
the seventies with MAPA and La Raza Unida 
party a lot of us We were all basically 

united But comes the eighties and then we 
begin to see some real differences of 
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strategy La Raza Unlda party people are still 
there MAPA still tied into the Democratic 
party some of us who came through La Raza 
Unida party now working hand in hand with the 
Republican party in this coalition And unlike 
the seventies now you have a real Hispanic 
[caucus]—I guess at that time it was called 
the Chicano caucus—in Sacramento with their 
own agenda That was the other thing too 
that we had 

Was there a discernable agenda? 

There was In the sense of In terms of 

strategy there was In terms of 

On the part of the caucus 1'm talking about 

Oh no They were 

Did they have an agenda? 

I don't know if 

Or did they just get together? 

We met with them I’ll tell you what we met 
with them I remember we went to a meeting 
with them We met with Art Torres and 
Alatorre The only person that I think refused 
to go I believe was Ayala 
Was Montoya there? 
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Montoya was there Garcia was there We In the 
Californios came into that meeting with the 
Mexican-American caucus the Chicano caucus— 
the elected officials And I can tell you 
right now that the only person that was truly 
truly supportive of the Californios for Fair 
Representation who helped us a lot was Alex 
Garcia But that was never And Alex 

came through me and that information would be 
passed on to the Californios That was sort of 
my M Deep Throat And that was because I had 
done my '71-'72 intern[ship] with Alex And 
remember I told you Ross Valencia was the one 
that really helped me over that one year 

So Alex had known me and I had been very 
supportive in terms of whenever Alex needed 
something When Alex eventually We 

had a falling-out later on It was when Art 
Torres ran against him And Alex wanted me to 
be more visible and come out and I really 
couldn't First of all I don't endorse 
candidates as an individual I think it just 
takes away from the quote objectivity of my 
scholarship and research But in that 
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particular race I was hoping that Art Torres 
would win in that seat And so I remember his 
[Garcia's] field representatives who reminded 
me several times "You know Alex was the one 
that helped you during the reapportionment He 
was the one that brought you in as an intern 
He was always there whenever you needed 
interviews with him " And it's true all of 
that Now he needs your help And I 
couldn't So that was a real difficult kind of 
thing for me 

But Alex used to give us all the informa¬ 
tion—as much as he could--as to what Willie 
Brown was doing and all the plans He would 
try to and he did help us He let us use his 
office in Sacramento we could use his phones 
his Xerox machine He never asked one thing in 
return He never said Can you help me with 
my district? Maybe he thought maybe we would 
do that But he never did We never thought 
about Oh when we draw the plans let's draw 
Alex's [district] because he's been real 
helpful None of us ever thought of that 
But he was real supportive And maybe he 
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thought that he was being criticized Raul had 
run against him And that was kind of 
interesting because now Raul who had run 
against him was 
He was in his office 

His office and everything else I mean how 
strange In terms of where people are years 
later on And he was real real real 
supportive 

And so what happened was that we met with 
the Mexican-American caucus They told us that 
they were going to go on their own way They 
were going to do their own plans And they 
couldn't really see any connection with us In 
fact they mentioned in a roundabout way that 
our connection with the Rose Institute 
Now if we didn't have that connection they 
could see working with Californios But they 
couldn't work with us with that 
So the relationship cut both ways? 

Right And they were talking about that 
because we told them that we could even 
actually strengthen them I mean not to see 
us as adversaries--or with the Republican 



175 


VASQUEZ 

SANTILLAN 


party--but that the more vocal we were in the 
community In fact Alatorre said that 

I met with Alatorre in his office In fact he 
asked me during this When he became chair he 
called me and said 'I’m the chair of the 
reapportionment commission Can you give me 
all of the material that the Rose Institute has 
in regards to redistricting studies and 
background? And I remember going to his 
office in Highland Park where he had his office 
next to the laundromat and [I] went into his 
office His field rep at that time who I was 
working with was Victor Griego who was really 
the 

Victor who? 

Griego Who was really the bridge between me 
and Richard And I brought all of this tons of 
studies He said Thank you very much M We 
sat down he asked me how things were going 
He says Look I can't tell you this 

publicly But go for it I mean the more the 

Californios for Fair Representation can cause 
havoc and just come out You're going to 


strengthen my hand as the chairperson in other 
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words I want Chlcano districts but I can 
only do that if I can look out there and see 
brown faces everywhere " So individually he 
felt that Californios and Montoya They 

all felt individually in private and they 
talked to me directly that we were doing the 
right thing But publicly they had to take 
the position of the party They couldn’t 
alienate Willie Brown Because after all 
Willie was going to make the districts not 
us But they felt that So they were I 

don’t want to use the words using us or 
manipulating us but the fact is they saw that 
there was a need for Californios But they 
were put in a bind and they couldn’t really 
come out with a position And so we did have 
the caucus support 

Did the leadership of Californios understand 
that? 

We did But we also took the point that no 
elected official could be an officer of the 
Californios nor hold any advisory positions 
whatsoever We didn’t want any elected 


officials We felt that their self-interest 



177 


VASQUEZ 


We were not naive in that way We 
realized that their self-interest was not 
necessarily our self-interest We knew that 
We knew that by '81 So we didn’t have the 
caucus We didn't have MAPA support And 
again MAPA had all their chapters We were 
being criticized by La Raza Unida party as 
being sellouts to the Republican party 

Then we had also two other falling-outs 
Not falling-outs but groups [where] we thought 
we could at least have some alliances Because 
we believed in coalition building You talked 
about coalition building we believed in 
coalition building We felt that if we were 
going to do this that we had to approach the 
black caucus Well we did We approached the 
black caucus And that thing just went down 
real quick Real quick It was 
Who were participants in that? From the black 
side I'm saying 

The people who were the most I think hostile 
were [Assemblywoman] Maxine Waters and 
[Senator] Bill Greene Those were the two most 
vocal And they were pushing and it was real 
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Of course it was real sensitive-- 
because the speaker was black--that we not make 
this into a black-brown I can tell you 

Carlos that the black strategy in the 1981 
reapportionment—among some of the leadership-- 
was number one to discredit the Californios 
To continue to make that tie into the 
Republican party and second to continuously 
tell the black community—and they did at 
hearings--that the demand of the Californios 
for more seats was at the expense of the black 
community 

Didn't Maxine Waters complain that even 
Congressman [Augustus S ] Hawkins's district 
was getting weakened by 
Something to that effect 

the congressional redistricting that 
[Congressman Philip A ] Phil Burton was 
directing? 

Right There was some fear in the black 
community about the Californios and our 
connection with the Rose Institute I thought 
for example that And the people that we 

did have some support [from] couldn't really 
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come out Again I thought we had support from 
people like [Assemblywoman] Gwen Moore from 
[Assemblywoman] Teresa Hughes from Merv 
Dymally 

But they couldn't come out and support you? 
Right And that was real frustrating Both 
Maxine Waters and Bill Greene--Bill Greene 
especially in the Senate Committee on 
Redistricting--really went after us And we 
were really locked into a position because we 
couldn’t We could answer back but we 

couldn't make it into a black-brown 
situation In fact I can say that before we 
even did the reapportionment plans or even met 
with the black caucus there was agreement and 
disagreement within the Californios—I'm a 
little bit ahead of myself but I just want to 
lay this out—about should we draw plans that 
would in fact go after black incumbents or 
should we not? That had been discussed before 
that And the idea was that we would not 

So we did meet with the black caucus to 
try to assure them And before we could even 
assure them before we could even talk about 
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coalition building they told us almost 
literally 'There's the door You walk out 
Pretty much "You just leave So that brought 
me a whole different way of looking at the 
black caucus at that time The second group we 
approached—and this was the other group they 
wouldn't even meet with us—and that was the 
Jewish caucus They wouldn't even meet with 
us They wouldn't even meet with Californios 
Who'd you approach? 

Primarily people on the Westside [Assemblyman 

Hershel] Rosenthal [Senator Alan] Robbins 

[Assemblyman] Richard Katz I think was there 

Waxman There's a few of them 

Did you meet with the [Michael and Congressman 

Howard L ] Bermans or ever try to reach the 

Bermans? 

I don't know if we tried to meet the Bermans 
Unless one of the Bermans was in the assembly 
at that time we probably did But we had made 
an attempt to meet with Robbins and Rosenthal 
and Katz in regards to—specifically about—a 
coalition on some feedback from them And 
that's why we were meeting with the black 



181 


VASQUEZ 

SANTILLAN 


VASQUEZ 

SANTILLAN 


caucus also I should mention to get their 
feedback in terms of what they would Not 

only to assure them that we weren't going to go 
after them but actually to have their input 
into our plan because of coalition building 
We believed in coalition building the 
leadership And after that meeting when both 
of those groups 

Was this naivet6 or confidence? 

Again I think it was I thought it was 

confidence I think Armando and others said 
that their self-interest would override it I 
myself felt that at least we should approach 
them and maybe we could [win them over] with 
the resources So [what] I'm just laying out 
is that before we even drew the plans that was 
the scenario no support of the black caucus 
the Jewish caucus won't meet us the Mexican- 
American caucus says 'We're going to go on our 
own and draw our own plans" MAPA's taking 
potshots at us and La Raza Unida is saying 
that we're vendidos and that we've sold out 
With all these friends [Laughter] 

[Laughter] Yes with all these friends And I 
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had to lay that framework out I mean because 
that's what we’re dealing with 
Sure That's the context 

That's the context The framework in which we 
then sit down after we've done this Because 
we say Why draw these plans? Let's go out 
get the feedback and then draw the plans 
Well we came back and 

How many people were in Californios at the peak 
of your membership? 

I think in terms of active people in the state 
I say about fifty And then I think within 
this Los Angeles area probably about fifteen 
core people 

There were a couple of other things too 
that began to happen within the Californios 
real quick Three things that began to emerge 
that really was to hinder not only the plans 
but also our strength One is that there 

is a very I felt there was a very strong 

sense about Chicanos from Los Angeles There's 
a sense not of arrogance but an attitude that 
Los Angeles is the center of "Aztl&n M And 
that people from Bakersfield and other places 
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That there was a sense from people 
outside of Los Angeles who were joining 
Californios [that they were outsiders] The 
fact that all of the officers—Armando Miguel 
myself Carlos [Nevarro]—were primarily from 
this area So they felt that geographically 
it wasn't representative And we formed a 
committee that would be an advisory committee 
that would have representatives from other 
areas But still the leadership And I 

think that really hurt us Because it was seen 
that Californios was primarily a Los Angeles 
movement and that the others were outposts or 
satellites supporting Los Angeles 

The other issue was in regards to the 
issue of women that I talked about before 
There were very few women There were some of 
us who felt that there should be more women 
based on our experiences with La Raza Unida 
party and that women would make a real 
important constituency There were some men in 
CFR who believed that but were too busy to 
help And so one thing that really 
significantly hurt the Californios was the 
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[lack of] strong visibility of women in the 
planning in organizing and in terms of 
visible leadership You talk about Miguel you 
talk about John Huerta Armando Navarro 
Richard Santill&n Carlos Navarro we're not 
talking about The only thing close was 

Leticia Quezada—and that's probably the 
closest--and Elaine Zamora [they] were 
probably the only two And again [they were] 
from the Los Angeles area 

The other thing that happened within the 
Californios immediately was that there were 
some people that I saw who were joining for 
very selfish reasons 
Like? 

Just for There were Republicans who 

joined it because it was tied into the Rose 
Institute There were some other people like 
businesspeople who joined it because they 
thought maybe it would give them some 
contacts There was a certain degree 
Give me examples give me examples of people 
Republicans first 

Not the organization itself but there were 
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people from the Latin Business Association who 
joined who were There were some good 

people who came But some people came in 

and became like the treasurer or fund-raising 
people because they really thought that there 
was going to be a lot of money People who had 
no record at all The opportunism that I saw 
came more from Republicans especially business 
Republicans [They] came in and after a month 
or so dropped out real quick because they saw 
that it was really controlled But they came 
in And as a result of that the Republican 
National Hispanic Assembly [RNHA] and the 
Republicans within the At that time it f s 

probably [those who were] close to [Governor 
George S ] Deukmejian that began to have some 
real reservations about us They saw us as too 
much Democrat they saw us as liberals as 
militants I had made a real effort to go to 
Sacramento And I sat down with the help of 
Lita Olivera who at that time I believe was a 
close friend of Gil Avila 

Gil Avila was the top Latino person within 
the Deukmejian campaign I had met with Gil 
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about the possibility of becoming involved with 
the reapportionment effort He was really 
polite and he was very helpful But basically 
he said that the RNHA which was a vehicle of 
the Republican Hispanics in California would 
not support the Californios And the reason 
for that was that they had heard that there was 
a lot of That there were too many 

Democrats There were too many people from La 
Raza Unida party and liberal Democrats So we 
didn't even have the support of the Republicans 
either on that case So that's what I was 
saying that basically the core group was 
people who came from La Raza Unida party I 
mean really that's what it was really 
Or from the Chicano movement 

When we came back then we drew the plans 
And what we did I can tell you is that 
I was responsible for drawing the plans outside 
of Los Angeles County and Carlos Navarro was 
involved with spearheading the planning and 
drawing of the districts within Los Angeles 
We had several strategy meetings in which we 
brought in people from San Jose from San 
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Diego from Orange County from Ventura from 
San Francisco from Oakland—all over We 
either met them there or they came to the 
Rose They brought in their plans We asked 
them to give us some rough sketches To bring 
a city map and give some estimate as to 
Because we're dealing right now with Do 

we have the census information? 

Yes by now you do 

We have the census information 

You're dealing at census-tract level? Or block 
level? 

Yes census tract Although we could do block 
But census-tract information We sat down and 
basically this was the strategy Not too 

many people know this I mean it's not that 
it was a secret 

It's not common history that's why we're here 
No It's not that it's a secret it's just 
that nobody's ever asked us But the strategy 
was that we would have to draw a plan that 
would be viewed as somewhat viable to the 
Democratic leadership We could draw a plan 
that would replace all the incumbents or 
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whatever So we knew that we were already 
compromising That we had to draw a plan that 
was going to fall short of what we thought 
Chicanos really should have 
The ideal 

The ideal There should be an ideal number 
But we thought that if we went in there 
What ideal number did you have in mind 
Oh we could have 

for assembly senate and in Congress' 7 
We drew a plan that could have easily drawn 
twelve to fifteen assembly districts for 
Latinos/Chicanos About seven or eight senate 

districts and seven or eight congressional 
districts 

But what did that mean? Did that mean asking 
white and Jewish and black incumbents to step 
down? 

Exactly [Laughter] It would mean asking 
people like Roberti to step down Asking 
people like Bill Greene to step down Asking 
people like [Assemblyman Kenneth L ] Ken Maddy 
to step down around Fresno It would have 
asked [Assemblyman John] Vasconcellos to step 
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down in San Jose It would have asked the top 
Democratic leadership—who basically get a lot 
of their support from Chicanos--to give up 
their districts We weren’t just asking for 
the small fish we were asking that the 
Democratic leadership step down So that was 
an ideal plan Clearly we knew when we sat 
down to draw our plans that we could not go 
after the black community Now there was a 
debate about that There were as I mentioned 
earlier 

Who was on which side of that debate if you 
can? 

I was on the side that we should draw a plan— 
although I wasn't the one then drawing the 
plan I was outside of L A County--that we 
shouldn’t go after the black community And I 
said the reason for that was even though the 
numbers of Chicanos in those areas look good 
they were really noncitizens They were people 
who were probably very transient people who 
were living in places like Huntington Park 
Bell Cudahy Watts 

Which we now know is a receiving community for 
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immigrants that then move on right? 

Move on And I thought that for us to say 
’Gee there’s Huntington Park at 60 percent 
and Compton is becoming more Hispanic 
To look at those as voters We would have 

gone in there and formed those districts and 
blacks would have won them But at the expense 
that there would have been a real 
Animosity 

animosity that we did exactly what they 
said we were going to do 

Who was on the other side of that debate 0 
I remember and I guess you have to ask them 
but I could almost see Leticia Quezada Miguel 
Garcia on that side 
How about Armando? 

Armando I think was more on my side I think 
he saw that if we were to get this thing 
passed we couldn't go into the black 
community The other strategy was that we knew 
we couldn’t go into the Jewish area And the 
reason for that was because the Jewish 
community had almost always supported the 
Mexican-American caucus Apparently there was 
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a connection there And we felt that if we 
went into the Jewish community We never 

talked about anti-Semitism That was never the 
idea Where going into black areas might be 
considered anti-black we never even I 

don’t even think that word ever came up In 
fact I never heard the word anti-Semitism 
Our reason for not going in there again was 
the fact that we felt if we [went] in there 
that the Chicano elected officials would be 
punished for not keeping us in control And 
that they would then hold back funds and 
support for people like Alatorre and the other 
Mexican-American legislators who we felt—no 
proof but--had been financially [supported] 
and had received resources from the Jewish 
community We knew we couldn't go after people 
like Robert! we knew we couldn't go after 
people like Maddy and Willie Brown And so 
when we couldn't 

Did you ever consider going after Alatorre? 
Alatorre? No Never 
How about Montoya? 

That was the other thing We would not go 
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after We assured the Latino legislators-- 

and they didn't believe it--that we would do 
nothing to jeopardize any of their districts 
So we wouldn't go after the Latino legislators 
or the top Democratic leadership We couldn't 
go into the Jewish and we couldn't go into the 
black community 

How about liberals-~or perceived liberals—like 
[Congressman George E ] Danielson? 

No I think Danielson was on our list I think 
he was on our list I mean we And what 

we did was—it was very interesting—we 
actually went through every single district 
We sat around—it took us hours days weeks 
before we drew the plan--and we talked about 
who was more vulnerable And you really had to 
be politically astute and know political 
history Because we said Well what if we 
went after Maddy 9 Who does Maddy know? And 
who did he run against 9 And what about this? 
And what about that?" And then we The 

same thing with Roberti Who was Roberti? ' 
"Well remember? He didn't like Karabian 


right, and Karabian had his own people 
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remember? Like Ralph Ochoa And remember? 
Ochoa didn't like Alatorre And so maybe if we 
went after I mean that's the kind of 

thing we were doing with every single 
district Who was vulnerable? Who was willing 
to be sacrificed? As we see with Schabarum 
who was thinking of running for ? Who was 

going to retire? Who was thinking of running 
from the assembly to the senate 9 Who was 
thinking of going from the senate to the 
Congress? All of that So I tell you 
All of that 

Then we just sort of came to the 
conclusion that the way that the Californios's 
plan was going to be—the way that myself and 
Carlos designed it but it was based on all 
this input--was that Chicanos in L A County 
would not get any additional districts We 
couldn't move anywhere We couldn't really 
move anywhere In areas like the [San 
Fernando] Valley and in the black community 
where we could have moved we felt that because 
of the nature of the population it would not 
have been in [our] best interests to go 
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there Most of the Chlcano legislators most 
of the top Democrats were from LA So we 
said M Okay So we won't go after the Chlcano 
caucus We're not going after the Jewish 
caucus We're not going after the black 
caucus We're not going to go after the top 
Democratic leadership Those are four very 
important groups to passing any type of 
reapportionment What we are going to do then 
is that we're going to go into other areas 
So we drew—that's where I came in because I 
drew the plans outside of L A County—about 
five Chlcano districts where we thought 
Chicanos could win outside of L A County We 
drew one in San Jose we drew one in Orange 
County 

Excuse me The San Jose did that Was 

that predicated on [Assemblyman] Allister 
McAlister getting moved out? 

Yes McAlister Vasconcellos and there was 
some other person Because see the Latino 
community in San Jose is divided into three 
districts 
Right, right 
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And so what we were going to do is collapse a 
couple districts But San Jose was going to be 
the target area one area Orange County and 
Ventura There was also going to be one 

We were trying to find something in San 
Diego and San Francisco/Alameda/Hayward 
Those were basically the five assembly areas 
that we felt we could put together a plan We 
felt that like with McAlister and with 
Vasconcellos Some things with Orange 

County some things that were happening down 
there 

[Assemblywoman Sally] Tanner? 

Yes Did Tanner's district ? No that 

was Oh we had been told in fact by 

Alex Garcia that there were five or six people 
that could not be touched according to Willie 
Brown And Tanner was one of them Richard 
Alatorre was another one but there were five 
or six people that were just They 

couldn't be touched And Tanner was one of 
them See I don't know what she did in terms 
of Brown or why But nothing could even 


touch her And we thought that that would be a 
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good district In fact we looked seriously at 
her district But we had been told from a 
couple of sources but one in particular—Alex-- 
that from the grapevine his sources that 
Tanner And we found out later that was 

true And so basically that was the plans 
that we drew And we had two congressional 
districts that we submitted both in Los 
Angeles And I think one in Orange County 
Which are those? 

Well they are now the seats that We put 

one against Rousselot and one that we would 
think about in terms of Jim Lloyd And as it 
turned out basically that was the plan that 
the Democratic leadership 
Also had 

also had Because they had our plans 
already Because we had to See it was 

really interesting what they did I know we 
can’t spend a lot of time but you might want 
to read Carlos's dissertation 
Navarro’s? 

Navarro f s 

He wrote it on this? 
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Yes he wrote his whole paper on all the 
planning Carlos looks at the Californios's 
plan he looks at the Democratic plan and he 
looks at the plan that finally came out He 
compares and contrasts them He does some very 
interesting things there What the Democratic 
leadership did is that they put a deadline when 
every plan had to be submitted They held 
these hearings--and it's real interesting how 
the Democrats did this to Republicans—but they 
never had the Chicanos ever Any of them 

like Montoya Very few ever said 

anything It was the whites asking questions 
to the browns the browns asking questions to 
the whites the blacks They never had 

someone of their own color--or I don't think 
gender—that would ask questions or be 
hostile So that if I was speaking it would 
be There were some real nasty people on 

there But there would be someone like 
[Senator Daniel E ] Boatwright 

Oh Boatwright was really I'11 tell 

you there were some people out there that 
were Daniel Boatwright 
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But didn't Daniel Boatwright offer you the 
plans that the senate had developed? 

No no He never 
He says he does 

He says [he does] yes But he never did 
That's why we became adversaries Especially 
myself and Armando toward him He had some 
real personal things There were some people 
The other person was also It 

will come to me And Bill Greene Bill Greene 
was a real hostile person toward the 
Californios I mean they just 

By the way MAPA finally after that 
president left joined with us and was very 
supportive And that was real good news 
Eugene and La Raza Unida party stopped being 
there In terms of picketing and 

whatever I think they just But what 

happened was that they asked for the plans and 
so we sent them the plans Anybody who wanted 
the plans 
Who's 'they ? 

The reapportionment committees 
The senate and the assembly? 
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Right So if the 
So Richard had your plans? 

Right So the city 

And Boatwright had your plans? 

Everybody had our plans And if for example 
the city of La Puente or the National Rifle 
Association Anybody had [our] plans 

they could submit [for] it There were some 
other interest groups out there The mayor of 
Claremont [Enid H Douglass] wanted to be put— 

I don't know where—in the redistricting And 
so there were several plans that were sent 
Most were mainly geographic What Californios 
did is that we sent them an entire 
[Interruption] 

And I remember testifying at one place 
where she was there 
[Interruption] 

Yes when we had sent them these plans 
Well they had a chance to take a look 
at them And what they did is that when we went 
up there is that It was real clear 

We had heard—again from Alex Garcia—that we 
had submitted the plans but they were in the 
process of going through it in order to 
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criticize or to start picking out all of the 
problems we were going to have In other 
words they were going to start saying "Well 
this isn't the right line You have this your 
census tract " 

The technical problems 

The technical problems "You've madea 
And it may sound real bad but they might say 
’This plan has 122 mistakes " Well they could 
be little mistakes that could be modified But 
they were planning to use this hearing that we 
were going up to in order to discredit us We 
had heard this from Alex Garcia And nobody 
knows this--but now it's on record—but Alex had 
warned us 

Well it will be on record in a year [Laughter] 
Right yes But Alex had warned us that that's 
exactly what they were planning to do That they 
were going to Under the pretext that we 

were going to go up there and discuss our 
plans Little did we know that they were setting 
us up in front of the media They were going to 
have the media there And that for once and for 
all they were going to come down on us and catch 
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us offguard and discredit the plans Well with 
that warning And we had heard also from 

some other sources but 

Now these were plans based on your work at Rose? 
The Rose With all those limitations that I told 
you about and exactly where we were going to go 
[It was] still technically perhaps some of the 
better material available at the time 
Right And we didn’t have Again a lot of 

us were working full time people had families 
We were working at the Rose Institute basically 
from about ten o’clock at night to about seven 
o'clock in the morning when the computers that we 
could use were free And I remember there were 
many times when I would actually shave and wash 
up [there] I know Armando did John Huerta 
actually changed clothes and went from there to 
work with no sleep at all Or we would bring 
food And so it was We would fall asleep 

in there we would take turns And it was real 
strenuous It really was I look back at it now 
and some of us laugh at it, in terms of the fact 
of you know how much we sacrificed And [how 
hard we] tried to find food around the Rose 
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Institute because there's no Claremont 

doesn't have any twenty-four-hour [restaurants] 
They don't have any fast-food places They don't 
allow fast-food places in there It's all 
closed 

So what had happened was the legislative 
committee had their million-dollar budgets they 
had their high-priced consultants they had their 
staffs they had I think our budget was 

$22 000 We spent for the Californios $22 000 
that we raised We're talking about a 
legislature that has access to staff and money 
Anyway 

How much money do you think you raised in all the 
time you were 

I think about that about $22 000 The Rose 
resources you can't put a price tag on it I 
would venture to guess that the Rose Institute-- 
in terms of its computer time resources and 
everything else—would have probably come close 
to over $100 000 

What happened then with this information? 

We knew that they were going to politically 
ambush us so we developed a strategy And the 
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strategy was that we were not going to 

That we were not going to confront or provoke 

Boatwright We felt that we had reached an 

impasse We had met with the legislature--we had 

been meeting with them—sharing some ideas We 

had submitted the plans they had notified us we 

felt now that they were We knew from the 

very beginning but now more than ever that they 

were working in bad faith 

Give me a month 

Hmm? 

What month was this? 

I think about August 
August of '81? 

August I think of '81 What had happened 
was I was to learn later on—from 

talking to Alatorre and talking to Gloria 
Molina—that they were really serious about 
us They really felt that we were the 
We had always given the impression And I 

have to [give] credit to Miguel but especially 
to Armando Armando used smoke and mirrors 
He was able to really depict Californios for 
Fair Representation as being a solid united 
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statewide organization 
With a base? 

With a real strong base And we did not 
And you had no base? 

We had no base at all But what Armando did 
was he got people like LULAC and GI Forum--the 
traditional groups—and later on MAPA and AMAE 
[Association of Mexican-American Educators] 

He got all the leadership and would 
always have them at press conferences always 
have them testify But we had no real solid 
base We had no grass roots base We had no 
membership base But what Armando was able to 
do was to use the media 

Armando was really good in terms of using 
the media utilizing people—and I don’t say 
that in a negative way—at the right times in 
order to give this illusion that we were really 
a very viable and legitimate group And we 
really weren’t If they knew of the lack of 
some of our resources or of the internal 
fighting within the Californios they would not 
have treated us They gave us a lot of 

respect by treating us very hostilely I think 
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the idea was that if they felt we weren't 
powerful, they would have done like other 
And that would have been very 
condescending "Yes, we're with you We're 
going to try to help you " But the hostility 
kept on developing 

Myself and Armando also had a real 
conflict with [Alan] Al Rosin He was another 
person that I don't know if it spilled 

into personalities Clearly it was based on 
politics at first and then it just became real 
personal 

Just for the record who was Al Rosin? I know 
who he is but 

Yes Al Rosin was a consultant for the state 

legislature for the senate plan and helped 

design it And was also the one 

He's the one that stood up at UCLA during your 

symposium and said you guys had access to 

Exactly 

the senate plans all along [That] you 
were acting in bad faith 

Right And he was the one that also I 

got the letter that he sent using I think the 
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state letterhead saying that when the Chicano 
Law Review came out he wanted to have a 
minority opinion 
He got it 

He got it And apparently he pulled some 
strings with some people at UCLA and they put 
it in there And basically in terms of what 
I was saying 

I think he got a complete rebuttal to 
everything that was in that symposium after the 
symposium was over 

Right So Rosin Like I said there were 

some real Now of all Bruce Cain 

and there was another 

Bruce Cain was at Caltech [California Institute 
of Technology]? 

Yes but he was with Alatorre He was the 
consultant 

He was Alatorre's technician 

And there was another person with Alatorre that 
we could work with See Richard we could work 
with 
Really? 

With Bruce Cain and the other consultant, we 
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[Interruption] 

So what happened was that there was 
But you could work with Cain? 

Cain and there was another consultant there 
And we would sit down and say "Look it this 
is basically what the Californios are trying to 
do This is what we're doing They would be 
very helpful They would say Well what 
about this*’" And We don't think we're going 
to give on this So there was a lot of give 
and take with Richard's committee With 
Boatwright's committee it was total hostility 
Is this the meeting you guys walked out on? 
Right that’s what I was going to get into 
That's what happened Al Rosin in particular 
but there was [also] Bill Greene Boatwright 
and [Assemblyman] Barry Keene That's the 
person that's the other person Barry Keene 
What about him? He was hostile? 

Well they were real hostile They never 
Anytime that we would say anything they would 
always fight and try to make that connection 
with the Rose Institute They would interrupt 
us And they did it to people in Ventura when 
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people testified in Orange County They 
continued to be very rude 

They never saw you as anything else but a 

Trojan horse 

For the Republican party 

out of the Rose Institute for the 
Republican party 
Right right And 

You never were able to overcome that? 

No And I think that also they thought that 
our plans were going to threaten them I don't 
know but And of course during that 

time Willie Brown came out with the statement 
See we started knowing that they were 
starting to work in bad faith by the summer 
Because we had begun this in Febraury We had 
testified in February March and into April 
In April and May and June we developed the 
plans We submitted the plans I believe in 

June And then July and August we were up in 
Sacramento almost every week presenting the 
plans Then they would come out with their 
plans I believe in September or October and 
they would be ready for the 1982 elections So 
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we're talking about the summer now We've 
already drawn the plans we've gone through the 
hearings we've testified and everything 
else And now we hear that Willie Brown makes 
a statement that "They're nice people but they 
don't vote " He makes a statement that he 
wishes the Israeli air force would drop bombs 
and attack the Rose Institute 
Claremont 

Claremont Colleges yes Then we hear from 
other sources that they're going to ambush us 
in August [when we go] up there 

A person who came in with the Californios 
very briefly and I think he added a good shot 
in the arm for us was Mario Obledo Mario was 
picketing with us Mario tried to set up some 
meetings with some people for us And I 
remember the other thing that was real hard at 
this time—it’s a little sidenote—was the fact 
that this was during the air [traffic] 
controllers strike They had gone on a 
strike And being again from a working-class 
family and all that I was going up there and I 
was taking the Greyhound bus 
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Because of the strike? 

Because of the strike I wouldn't cross the 
picket lines And then we rented cars and we 
would drive back and forth So during that 
summer if you remember I think August 

of '81 is when they went out on strike And to 
compound all of that we didn't fly up there 
We were driving back and forth every weekend 
We were driving up there And I remember 
Carlos Navarro myself Raul Ruiz in the car 
That's like a ten or eleven hour ride And then 
taking the bus the Greyhound bus There's no 
train up there You can but it's We 

were willing to do that And we were going up 
there We received a lot of help from the 
Chicano staff and legislative aides who lent us 
their houses and helped us out in terms of 
What was Molina's role in all of this? She was 
then Was she already in office? 

She was in the assembly in '82 No she gets 
elected in '82 

So she was still in Willie Brown's office? 

She was in Willie Brown's office And she was 
somewhat helpful She was more helpful in the 
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L A County and city redistricting But she 
was there She was never hostile always 
supportive Anytime we needed information from 
her she would come to some of our meetings and 
things like that There were some people who 
didn’t trust her because she was with Willie 
I was going to ask you that 

But there was nothing there that we had not 
made public already 

It sounds like you guys had a very open 

operation 

We did 

and that you were sharing your 
information every step on the way Which is a 
bit naive 

Right Now my feeling is—and again I’m 
going to say some things that I have no 
evidence for—but there was always the feeling 
that there were some people within the 
Californios that were feeding information to 
Richard Alatorre and to the Democrats And the 
name that would always come up would be John 
Huerta as the person that I don't have 

any evidence I just say that because you 
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might want to pursue that 

That he was playing what? Both sides of the 
street? 

Yes he was playing both sides And the reason 
for that was—and later on it turned out to be 
true but I don’t know if this was his motive— 
that before Jerry Brown was to leave [he] would 
appoint him to a judgeship And I guess his 
name was appointed up but it never got 
there So the feeling was that John and MALDEF 
received a lot of money from Democratic 
sources And we felt number one that he was 
taking a chance to begin with having MALDEF 
involved with that So we felt that 
There were some people that felt that the fact 
MALDEF was in there meant that the Democratic 
party had given their staff board approval to 
have someone on the inside That was never an 
issue but we felt that there were certain 
things that the Democratic party knew in 
advance That they would always be one step 
ahead of us 
Examples? 

Well I remember one time testifying And 
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before I could even -testify them coming out in 
terms of some things about the plan Some 
things about that only Basically that 

they already knew in advance Or that they 
knew about [before] we presented things 
[because] they could rebut us so quickly and 
without even thinking about it That they had 
information It was mostly that that they 
always seemed to be prepared at our hearings 
And there were some people who felt that Gloria 
Molina was Even today I don't think 

Gloria was She might have been there and 
given information to Willie but there was 
nothing there that she gave 

[End Tape 4 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 4 Side B] 

SANTILLAN Yes there were some people who believed that 
that's what was happening I know that 
Marshall and some others Armando I think had 
more of a concern than I did I guess I was 
real naive not thinking that someone would do 
that So what happened was we decided that 
since we reached that point in the summer 
We [saw] that there was no way they were going 
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to accept the plans that this had been just a 
fruitless exercise And a lot of us became 
very upset I think some of us became angry 
We felt that we had worked in good faith And 
now the legislature during the summer after 
we had worked in the spring on the plans and 
testified They were now going to have 

the press there Because the press was really 
excited about this And the press was going to 
be there when all the groups were going to 
present the plans 

This was in August when you were going to be 
ambushed? 

Right 
All right 

Okay And we got there to the hearing but we 
already knew what we were going to do And we 
weren’t even going to let them We were 

going to antagonize instigate Boatwright And 
that was my job because 
[Laughter] Your job? 

Yes 

Why you? 

Because I didn't get along with Boatwright at 
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all Because of A1 Rosin too Boatwright and 
I always just I mean we just had 

It was political but he was always rude And 
although I used to keep my temper and not be 
rude I would get somewhat angry with him So 
what happened was they said And Armando 

had it with Bill Greene There were just 
certain kinds of people we just didn't get 
along with in that committee Now we knew when 
we walked in that we were going to have war 
Who was John Huerta's nemesis? 

He never did See that 1 s the thing John 
never testified He did testify sometimes but 
never like that And that's a lot of this So 
what happened was that the first one that went 
up there to testify was He's a He 

did this special He did a plan He's 

from Long Beach X just saw him at a 
conference Mike Harwell Michael Harwell 
something like that Harwell was hired by the 
Rose Institute to put together a model plan an 
ideal plan a good government plan Michael 
went up there before we did And he didn't 
know what they were going to do and he had his 
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maps and whatever and before he could even 
Well he started and then was 
interrupted by Boatwright And it was a 

joint committee 

Yes right a joint committee meeting 
Assembly and senate 

Richard was there and so was Boatwright 
I know Richard was there I don't know if 
Gloria was there but I know Richard was 
there Montoya was there And before he could 
even get started they just blasted the plan 
"Well this line this and look at this " And 
within five minutes they had him retreating 
The consultants that were on there were just 
attacking the plan The press was going crazy 
with this writing it all down And in five 
minutes just totally discredited this plan that 
he had Totally discredited him in front of 
the media and myself I'm there 

Armando 1 s there and a couple other Oh 

we had a group of Californios there because 
they were all going to walk out So we didn't 
want them to focus on the plan our plan We 
wanted to move that and just show how they had 
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not been working in good faith That was our 
strategy And it worked All the press was 
there This was Armando's idea 
Did you plant this in the press? 

No [Pause] Yes we did 

You were going to let it happen by itself? 

No no What happened was Armando did 

talk to some people in the press and said 
something to the effect of "There's something 
really exciting that's going to happen 
Something that's going to be real newsworthy " 
[Laughter] He's very good 

So he had even more press there And so what 
happened was—and I felt good about this—then 
they said okay So Michael just walks off of 
there I mean just walks back And this man 
is He's a very introverted guy to begin 

with And what they did to him was a real 
disservice It was really awful what they did 
to him He was not prepared for that 

So what happened was that myself and 
Armando went up there to the mike And they 
said "Now we're going to take a look at the 
Californios's plan And they have their aides 
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come out and they moved Michael's plans And 
they bring our plans basically the plans that 
we submitted And they tape them up to the 
wall And they have their pointers there And 
then they All the legislators up there 

have their own reports and everything else I 
guess they made little Xerox copies of it And 
they start putting on their glasses to start 
looking at it and everything else thinking 
that we were going to go in there 

And what we did was Armando opened up by 
saying 'Thank you very much for allowing us to 
come in and testify and to present our plans M 
And things like that Senator Boatwright 
says—because he's chairing it And 

Alatorre’s there Montoya's there—I believe— 
Barry Keene's there and Bill Greene is there 
especially It turns out that it'll be Bill 
Greene who's going to be the 
The chair? 

Not the chair but the bad guy 
Oh 

He's going to be the one that's going to go 
after us See they always choose somebody 
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And so what happens is that Armando says I 
want to turn it over to Professor Santilldn 
who would like to make an opening statement " 
And then Boatwright automatically picks it up 
and says Well does this opening statement 
have to do with the plans?” We said No but 
we’d like to make a statement " And basically 
what the statement was going to be is that we 
felt that this whole process was a charade We 
were going to just make the announcement and we 
were going to walk out We felt that we could 
provoke them And so what happened is that 
Boatwright said something about No you can't 
read that We want to get into the plans 
And I could almost see the consultants up there 
going like this right? 

Wringing their hands, huh? 

Yes they’re ready to go We could see what's 
happening And so we said "No, we would like 
to make this statement And he says "You 
can’t read a statement And then real slow I 
said "Senator Boatwright you have been 
awfully rude and you’re raising your voice 
We feel that we have " And then he just 
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went crazy He goes Don't talk to me in that 
tone of voice* Something to that effect And 
then Bill Greene came out and he says that 
these plans That was going to be his 

See each of them were going to have 
their own parts I don't know if Montoya had 
his part or Alatorre had his part but Bill 
Greene said These plans are after the black 
community And I said We're not going to 
talk about the plans We [don't] want to talk 
about it M And Greene says You're going to 
listen to me You're going to sit there young 
man and you're going to listen to me And 
then another legislator says 
Young man he called you? 

Something like that something like that 
young man ' And then another legislator said 
something about And you have over 128 
mistakes See they were already doing that 
but it wasn't planned 

This was the plan you hadn't presented yet? 
Right So they're all starting to do that 
already but we won't let them And we said 
' We have come here to work in good faith 
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and " And we went on like that And I 

got Boatwright really hostile and I said 
Don't you talk to me like that I said I'm 
a citizen here and I have a right to speak and 
if I want to speak on that And he says 

You're not going to speak here And he got 
the gavel and then he said 'Aides or 
Security I want these people 
Sergeant-at-arms 

Sergeant-of-arms I want these people 
removed These people are ’ And then 

what happened was—it was so great--Armando 
stood up and I stood up and we said You don't 
have to escort us out Because we're walking 
out of this I think Armando said This is a 
charade This has always been a charade And 
we're walking out And Boatwright was 
furious 1 

Because you got the press? 

Yes 

That's [where] the press was that day 
The press was there And he was hammering that 
thing He says "You stay here' And as we 
walked out Boatwright or Barry Keene says 
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"Press you don't go out The press is not 
permitted to go out " Something like that I 
remember We took them all out We took them 
all out And the Californios walked out with 
us There were only about seven or eight of 
us We walked out and we had a press 
conference outside And what we heard later on 
was—and there was no press [left] inside—that 
Barry Keene and Greene they did their thing 
They attacked our plan inside 
To who? Oh there was an audience still of 
course 

There were still some people there But there 
was no press But they continued They said 

Okay they're not here but Senator 

Barry Keene?" "Yes I'd like to go first 
This plan has And then they went on 

Bill Greene says This is anti-black ' They 
had their own script that they were going to 
do See it was all And so we got all 

of the press that day 

And I remember the next day it came out 
in all the Sacramento papers the San Francisco 


papers 



223 


VASQUEZ 

SANTILLAN 


VASQUEZ 

SANTILLAN 

VASQUEZ 

SANTILLAN 


Los Angeles? 

The L A papers and the San Diego papers 
"The Chlcanos have walked out " Armando was 
quoted It was the greatest thing that 
happened to us In the sense that we 

ambushed them We were able to turn the tables 
on them And the plan never became an issue 
it became the process 

And then what happened was we decided then 
It was that summer it was August that 
same month—it might have been a different 
weekend—we went up there and we sat in Willie 
Brown's office Because we felt that since the 
legislature wasn't doing the plans 
That's right it had to be the first We 

walked out of the legislature and then we made 
an appointment The strategy then was to go to 
see the speaker And by now we were getting a 
lot of publicity We were getting a lot of 
Now the press was ? 

The press 

You appear more in the press now* 7 

Yes All of a sudden the press is playing 

this out We're getting calls from Chicano 
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organizations Things are going real well for 
us Now I should There are some people 

within the Californios—again Huerta and 
Leticia Quezada--who are opposed to these 
actions They’re opposed to them And clearly 
now in terms of their connection with the 
Democratic party But they were not for 

the tactics They still believed in the 
process I believed in the process to some 
degree and had faith in it But by August you 
could see that we weren’t getting anyplace 
They still had these strong convictions that 
the process worked But it was more [a matter 
of] political interest on their part 

In fact what happened after we walked 
out We actually got people to join the 

Californios but we also had some people that 
began to leave Because they started seeing it 
as a militant radical They saw Armando 

They always thought myself and Armando 
were the radicals anyway And Huerta was the 
middle And Miguel I think was in the 
middle Leticia was more to the right But 
they always saw me and Armando as being the 
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And when we'd talk about things we 
would sometimes talk about sit-ins and marches 
and "We need to picket ” Or "We need to do 
this " 

So what was the decision? To sit in at Willie 
Brown's office? 

What happened was that it was something that 
Armando had in his mind but didn't tell us 
[Laughter] 

And we all told Armando he wouldn't have scared 
us If he had said "We're going to sit in at 
Willie Brown's office " he felt that some of us 
wouldn't go But we told him that we would 
have gone But what happened was that we had a 
meeting in Willie Brown's office We set up a 
meeting we went there And this must have 
been about the weekend after or maybe two 
weekends after The secretary informed us that 
Willie Brown had been all of a sudden called 
[for] an emergency meeting back to his district 
in San Francisco We had been told by a number 
of people that he was in Sacramento In fact 
some people actually saw him that day having 
lunch—because it was like a one o'clock 
meeting—at one of the local restaurants 
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there And people saw him that evening But 
his secretary kept on telling us that he was 
out of town and he would like to reschedule the 
meeting 

And so what Armando did was And it 

was strange, Armando said "Well, we'll go 
ahead and wait " And we waited for about a 
half-hour an hour and he still didn't come 
And then finally what happened was Armando came 
up to me and said I guess we've got to do 
what we've got to do " And it's strange, to 
this day Carlos because I knew what he 
meant Then he went up to Raul and he says 'I 
guess we got to do what we got to do 

And so then what he did was that he 
says I think he said something like 

"Can I use your phone?" or something like 
that And the woman said Yes Or whatever 
or he went outside Apparently what Armando 
did was he called the press He had notified 
the press that we were sitting in that we were 
sitting in Willie Brown's office I'll tell 
you by three or four o'clock we had people in 
the press there We had television And they 
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said Why are you doing this?" And Armando 
was outside we were inside There was a woman 
there with her husband [and] four kids And we 
said we weren't going to leave until we met 
face-to-face with the speaker It dragged on 
till five o'clock six o'clock seven o'clock 

And then around seven o'clock at night we 
heard that Willie Brown had called in and that 
he wanted to meet with us But not there in 
the office He would only meet with us after 
we left his office In other words the 
condition was that we would leave He would 
set up a meeting he said for the next 
morning—a breakfast meeting at eight o'clock— 
to sit down [and] talk about the grievances 
And we said no that we would talk to him in 
his office, and we were going to stay there 
until he came 

It was about nine o'clock at night and 
then something happened that is really 
interesting for this study Willie sent 
Richard to come and [ask] us to leave And to 
this day, I feel bad for Richard I know he 
didn't want to be there And he came in and he 
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says ’You guys got to leave " He says "I've 
talked to the speaker and the speaker says 
that he'll meet with you tomorrow 1 1 m here to 
give you my guarantee that he'll meet with you 
tomorrow I'm giving you my word that he's 
going to meet " And so 
What was the response of your group? 

We said "No Richard He has to meet with 
us He has to meet with us Because we just 
feel now in terms of the legislative process 
and everything else it's no longer working 
And he's going to know that we're serious 
now " And so Richard says "Well I can only 
tell you that he'll meet with you tomorrow I 
don 1 t think he said anything about 'Well it's 
out of my control if you decide to sit in or 
whatever " But he just He came in and 

he was real Well not adamant but he 

really wanted us out of there I think that 

He was sincere? 

I think he was sincere I think what happened 
was—and I don't have any evidence of this but 
I can guess the whole scenario--! think Richard 
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just called him and said "Get those people out 
of my office ' 

You mean Willie 

Willie yes "Get those people out of my 
office ' And since we had worked with Richard 
[on] the reapportionment and all that So 

I think it was an order for him to be there 
And he felt real uncomfortable We didn’t feel 
uncomfortable because we didn’t have anything 
to do with him It was Willie But he felt 
uncomfortable because it was almost as if he 
was a puppet He was being manipulated to come 
down and get us out of there And especially 
after he had told us over and over again 
'Well I’m my own man " You know Willie 
doesn’t tell me how this plan's going to go and 
all that " He had continuously assured us that 
what he was But that particular point 

it sort of undermined all that stuff he had 
said about being his own man So we decided to 
stay And then about nine o'clock he left 

And immediately after he left about five 
minutes later this chief of security comes up 
and says he wants to notify us that we're now 
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trespassing [on] state property and that if we 
continue to sit in then he has no other alter¬ 
native but to arrest us under section what¬ 
ever Armando I guess almost through osmosis 
just knew that all of us were going to stay in 
there There were a couple of people who did 
leave the woman No the woman stayed 

there actually with her three kids But 
there were a couple of people who said that for 
some reason they couldn't be arrested There 
were a couple of state employees in there who 
had been very supportive And I'll always 
remember that one of the television reporters 
who was Chicano—[he] was there for one of the 
local channels—brought a guitar [Laughter] 
And it's really weird He started playing the 
guitar "De Colores and a lot of [other 
songs] just entertaining us with music There 
he was, supposed to be a reporter 

And so what happened was about ten o'clock 
they came in and they asked us to leave And 
then they arrested us They took us It 

was really embarrassing because Willie had 
called even after that He didn't want us 
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arrested And that’s exactly what happened 
The woman and her kids were taken to one van, 
we were taken In another van And we were 
taken to the Sacramento jail And the 
experience I had about that was number one 
that it was a real filthy place It was under 
some injunction And in fact they have the 
new jail now Armando tells me that He goes 
Let's check out the new jail this time in 
1991 " [Laughter] And the other [thing] is 
that those guards in there where you came in 
they stripped us They were real mean guys 
They And so what happened 

They stripped you? 

Yes Well I mean they strip-search you 
Oh yes? For a sit-in? 

Yes And they had these voices like 'Whatever 
you're here for you're under our goddamn 
fuckin' jurisdiction now And if any one of you 
fuckin' son-of-a-bitches wants to start messing 
around we'll kick your ass " Just that kind 
of thing And "You just want to look this way 
and we're gonna And stuff like that I 


mean just this real intimidating kind of 
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situation So what happened was we came in 
and they strip-searched us and they put us in 
these overalls We were put in this particular 
cell They fingerprinted us and everything 
else now about twelve o'clock one o'clock 
And we had to walk down this long hall and 
there's a lot of blacks in that That's 

the other thing I'll always remember a lot of 
blacks in that jail And there's not that many 
blacks in Sacramento But there's a lot of 
blacks there—and some Latinos 

They put us all in one cell It was a 
large cell There were about eight or nine of 
us And what we did was we decided to have a 
hunger strike We weren't going to eat We 
didn't know how long we were going to be 
there We thought we were going to be there I 
think a couple nights Anyway what happened 
was we didn't sleep that night And that's 
when I told you we It was an interesting 

experience and only for those who were 
there I hate to use the word bonding but 
there was a real closeness to the group 
You've been in that situation Carlos Where 
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in regards to that there was a real close 
bond I mean that we were there Each of us 
said something about why we felt we were there 
and what kind of commitment we were going to 
make out of this and so forth 

Armando was there and myself Raul 
Miguel Garcia and Luis There was a city 
council member from Santa Fe Springs 
Escamillas? Or something like that Luis 
Escamillas Armando knows all of their names 
In fact there were some of his people from 
Fresno that sat in But there were I think 
nine of us And so it was a good chance for us 
to talk And then the next morning we woke up— 
we had slept I guess a couple of hours—and 
we had been notified that Willie Brown dropped 
the charges And so we were free to leave So 
after that there was Okay we left And 

then we came back home And then the following 
week This was probably now 

You didn’t have a press conference before you 
left? 

I don't think we did I think there were some 
people there from the media but I don't think 
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there was any There was a little article 

that came out in a couple of papers that the 
charges had been dropped In fact in the next 
day in the local newspaper Willie Brown was 
quoted as saying that there was a 
misunderstanding That he would never have had 
the Californios arrested And that he was 
willing to meet us And he sent one of his 
people to set up an appointment At that time 
we said No we don't want to meet Willie 
Brown 

So the next step was we came back down to 
LA I remember Leticia and John Huerta and 
some of the other people were really angry at 
us I remember we had a real heated meeting 
because we had walked out and were arrested 
And they felt we were using all the 'Chicano 
radical" strategies and 
Tactics 

tactics and things like that They felt 
that we weren't going along with what the plan 
was But we had told them—and we had told all 
of the Californios—that if these things didn't 
work out, that we were going to have to resort 
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to these kinds of things And they both 
admitted that we had gotten great attention 
and that there was like now pressure coming in 
from a lot of sources That LULAC and the GI 
Forum seemed to be more interested now in what 
was going on We were quote "martyrs" now in 
a way In walking out and now being arrested 
and put in jail And for what? For represen¬ 
tation So that was like a real selling 
point And I thought that that was a real shot 
in the arm 

The next time we were there two things 
happened One is that Mario Obledo tried to 
establish a meeting to meet with Jerry Brown 
We felt that we would try to get Brown to 
veto Okay? Because Deukmejian was coming in 
To veto the plan? 

Yes to veto the plan that they were going to 
send to him He didn’t And to Mario Obledo 
Jerry Brown refused to meet with us And see 
the thing I have with Jerry Brown—I mean I 
don’t think he remembers me--but it goes back 
to '72-'73 with La Raza Unida when he was 
secretary of state [When] the names had to 
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all be uniform for them to count So I mean 
this was another meeting that I was going to 
have with him Armando, and some other 
people And Mario I remember in the 
governor's Not in the governor's 

mansion but in the governor's office I could 
always picture Mario going into his office 
coming out and saying Well we're trying to 
work some things out The governor wants to 
know this " And going in and coming out and 
saying Well how many people are going to 
come in? Who's going to be ? M That kind 

of thing I remember that And Mario being 
put sort of in the position of going back and 
forth and being a liaison And finally 
And I don't know what the negotiations were all 
about I mean in terms of what we had to do or 
whatever But he says He just can't look at 
this issue now " And he was remember 
He had made the statement that Jerry Brown in 
'82 was going to run for governor Remember? 
He was thinking of running for governor I 
remember we did have a press conference saying 


that Armando 
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Governor or president? 

No in '82 

'Eighty-two governor Sorry 
Yes governor I remember Armando having a 
news conference where that was printed That 
we were seeking the support of Jerry Brown who 
has historically said that he was the friend of 
the Latino community And that with his 
campaign next year for U S Senate we would be 
looking at it in terms of his veto of this 
bill in regards to the Californios And if he 
was really a friend he would veto it And he 
could expect tremendous support in his race in 
'82 for the U S Senate That was on paper I 
mean that was a press conference That was 
after he refused to meet with us But he never 
got back to us Mario had tried a couple of 
other meetings the governor didn't want to I 
guess the governor thought that he had [to 
choose] between the Californios supporting the 
bill and getting the support of Willie Brown 
and maybe of Roberti and all the Democrats 
He was placed in that position he needed the 
Democratic support for the U S Senate race 
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So when It came down to who he's going to make 
a decision for--Chicanos or the Democratic 
party—it was real clear who he [would] make 
the choice for 

Before the plans were submitted to him 
however we went up there again Because 
Boatwright and Alatorre did reveal their 
plans I can tell you that their plans were 
revealed very quickly The press never had a 
chance to even take pictures of them There 
was no information that was handed out It was 
done—everything—in secret It was done very 

quickly They Boatwright I think the 

hearing lasted ten minutes And then 
everything was taken away and the press was 
left in the dark I was there trying to copy 
some information down And that was their 
plans I mean they never publicly showed the 
plans They did—technically—for ten minutes 
and that was it And then the plans went to 
Jerry Brown And Jerry Brown supported it 
And that was it 

Well, did you get involved at all in the 
Republican referendum effort? 
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I did I became involved not so much with the 
Sebastiani plans—I did for a while In 

fact the Republicans lost it just this year I 
think or Yes it just went to the 

Supreme Court if you It just came out 

I was involved with that as a plaintiff and 
that 

Oh were you? On the part of the Republican 
party? 

No as a Californio But they asked me 
See what the Republican party did was after 
that happened and Jerry Brown signed it and put 
it into The Republican party approached 

myself and Armando and a few other people I 
think what happened from the Republican 
perspective--and I think from the Democratic 
perspective—is that they could see who was 
more in tune with what was going on Who was 
more astute and things like that And so the 
Republican party approached me and they said 
"Look we would like you to be a plaintiff in a 
suit " Because the Republican party knew—and 
I think we talked about this last time Carlos— 
that they could probably win a suit if I filed 
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in terms of Section II of the Voting Rights 
Act 1 2 In other words that the Mexican- 
American community was 
Being frozen out 

Being frozen out and diluted Then they could 
in terms of partisan Because at that 

time partisan—up until the Indiana case — 
partisan gerrymandering was not a case was not 
an issue But racial gerrymandering was So 
what happened was that I remember going to 
several meetings in Century City immediately 
right after Because the governor signed it in 
November right? Because in 1 82 who was 
running? In *81 it was Deukmejian versus 
Who was the Democrat that Deukmejian 
defeated? Was it Brown? 

In '82? 

Oh [Mayor Thomas] Bradley' Bradley 
Bradley Bradley Tom Bradley 
Yes Bradley That's right Bradley And so 
what happened was that the Democrats really 


1 Voting Rights Act Amendments of 1982 42 U S C 


1973 


2 Davis v Bandemer 478 U S 109 (1986) 
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wanted Brown to sign those reapportionment 
plans and not to sit on them Because 
Deukmejian would be coming in January In 
fact I believe if I am correct—and you can 
look this up—that the reapportionment plans 
were the last bills that Jerry Brown signed as 
governor He waited till almost midnight to 
sign those bills And again it's my under¬ 
standing that there was a whole stack of 
judgeships that were on his desk including 
John Huerta's but he never got to them So in 
January February March I met with some top 
lawyers in Century City that the Republican 
party had hired Armando was doing some other 
activities now he was getting ready for 
In '82? What was Armando getting ready for? 
Elections and voter registration 
Local elections 

Local elections things like that I was sort 
of the John Huerta had gone back to 

MALDEF Miguel went back to practice And I 
guess because of my connection with the Rose I 
was the only person really left from the 
Californios that was going to pursue it 
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Although people did get Involved Leticia 
Steve [Uranga] and Marshall did get Involved 
with the city and the county And I went 
Steve who? 

Steve Uranga Leticia's husband So what 
happened I met with the lawyers for the 
Republican party for two or three months and 
[then] they took the ball and carried it I 
haven't had any discussion with them since that 
time and it was finally just settled out of 
court But what happened was that they didn't 
make it into a civil rights suit Because 
MALDEF was thinking of filing And that's the 
other issue I wanted to Was it the ? 

Well that might have been No That was 

the other evidence [for the] suspicion that 
some people had of MALDEF and of Huerta that 
after the governor signed it I went to 

John in probably February or March of '82 and I 
said "John they really screwed us on this 
reapportionment plan " The congressional plans 
looked good And in fact, that's when both 
[Congressman Matthew G ] Marty Martinez? 

Marty Martinez and Esteb&n [Torres] were 
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elected I thought that there was a couple of 
assembly districts outside of L A that looked 
good for Latinos But we haven't captured 
anything It hasn't changed We really got 
screwed But there were two things that 
happened There was a time once the plans 
were presented The governor had I think 

signed them and there were hearings that 
Richard Alatorre had And I believe it was here 
in Los Angeles It was at the [Department of] 
Water and Power And I was there again 
Because the legislative committees were there I 
think to talk maybe about the Sebastiani plan 
or they were supposed to be there to talk 
Well I was there to criticize the plan 
On the basis of? 

Well in terms of lines and how the Latino 
community had been gerrymandered again in San 
Jose and Orange County and whatever 
But not the process by which that plan was ? 
Well and also the process I was going to be 
there once again to criticize the whole 
question of reapportionment And John Huerta 
was there And before I could even testify 
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Huerta went up there and he praised the plan 
that the legislature had come out with [He] 
said "I think you have done a very good job 
I think it's an excellent plan " and 
whatever That really caught me by surprise 
It took me completely by surprise Because I 
had asked John John what do you think about 
the plans?” You know when we were in the 
audience before that I didn 1 t think he was 
going to go up there and say that When I went 
up there—I look back at it now—I was caught 
so off guard Now that's when it was the 
scenario that I could The only thing X 

can remember saying—and it's haunted me— 
because I didn't want to contradict Huerta I 
mean that was the thing I didn't want to go 
up there So I said "Overall"—and I used 
that word— Overall the plan is good " X 
said "Overall the plan is good " I didn't 
believe that But there were other people 
there that That whole thing of showing 

solidarity and whatever and not contradicting 
John Well what happened is that Alatorre 
for a couple years used my quote over and over 
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and over again Santillcin who was heading the 
reapportionment Santilldn who was at the Rose 
Institute Santilldn who presented [the] plans 
said that "Overall this plan was good " And 
that's not exactly why I was going to go up 
there I think that's the only statement that 
I said and I said thank you and I sat down 
So there was something I'd lost in regards to 
John But I don't know who John was working on 
behalf Because he was still with MALDEF 

The second thing that happened was that I 
did talk to John about filing suit against the 
reapportionment, that we could bring a suit 
And he said that MALDEF had—which is true— 
MALDEF had given a lot of resources [already] 
They had allowed us their office space and 
they had to move on to other things But he 
said number one is that there were very little 
resources that MALDEF could allocate to file a 
suit And the second thing too—and I'll 
always remember this—that he didn't know if we 
really had grounds to file a suit against the 
legislature Which I thought was surprising 
because of the way the plans were drawn So I 
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felt that—and I'm not saying that John did it 
intentionally—what I'm saying is that there 
were other people who had some suspicion 
before I did and that I sort of felt at the 
end too But I also felt that he was getting 
a lot of pressure from Richard and from a lot 
of other people He was caught I think 
between a rock and a hard place I really 
do I really do I think in the end they were 
able to put enough pressure on MALDEF for them 
to just drop it and not pursue it in terms of 
lawsuits or So the Republican lawsuit I 

was involved with like I said it was just 
settled this year 
This last year right 

Just last year They said they had no right to 

Okay What did the Mexican-American community 
in California get out of the efforts of the 
Californios? 

I think there were some a few things that I 
thought clearly escalated or changed gears in 
terms of Latino politics I think Californios 


was 


Well geographically—even though 
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there were weak spots—geographically 
There was an attempt to include women by some 
people That was a real positive move The 
usage of technology the understanding of how 
reapportionment [works] and our learning that 
and putting together plans That was not 
really done in that way in '71 or '61 Clearly 
we had escalated our understanding And also 
escalated the conflict Unlike '61 and '71 we 
were actually legitimate players in the game 
I think in *61 '71 we were primarily 

outsiders In '81 we were insiders I really 
do That we were part of the process we 

were going through in terms of presenting 
plans meeting people caucusing Maybe we 
didn't have both feet in the door but We 

were inside and outside Maybe that * s 
And so in that regard for many of us like 
Armando and for all of us who participated 
when we take a look at the '91 redistricting 
we're going to be even more influential or at 
least 

Are you going through it the same way? 

No there's going to be a lot of different 
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things we're going to do I think there's 
going to 

Criticism has been made that never has the 
Mexican community in California been as 
mobilized or as informed about something as 
arcane as reapportionment and never has there 
been such an articulate group of people in a 
consistent and persistent way on top of this 
in the history of California and yet tangibly 
there was little or really nothing to show for 
it 

You're absolutely right 

Because we didn't know how to play the insider 
game This very same community that was 
finally mobilized in this way with all these 
articulate people also had the chairman of the 
reapportionment committee But didn't 

know how to work with him in such a way 
Oh sure 

How do you react to that? 

Oh no I think all of those things And I 
think that that's how I see the development of 
Latino politics and we're talking about 
reapportionment I say that clearly the '81 
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reapportionment is a progression It's an 
ongoing process of both the '71 and the '61 
reapportionment Clearly every time we come 
into these reapportionment battles we gain 
more knowledge I knew more about reappor- 
tionraent in 1981 because of *71 I know a heck 
of a lot more than a lot of other people know 
now what the stakes are I know in '81 nobody 
knew what redistricting was I mean general 
organizations AMAE CABE [California 
Association of Bilingual Education] the 
Mexican-American Bar Association The only 
people that really knew about reapportionment 
were primarily MAPA and groups who knew what it 
really meant 

So one of the things we did was we showed 
that it was possible to develop a coalition 
geographically There was a real serious 
effort--and there's going to be one even more 
hopefully this year—for the reapportionment 
to include women in visible positions The 
lesson we learned is that we have to have 
leadership that is geographically 
representative of the entire state Also in 
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that regards We really learned how to 

use the media We learned when to have press 
conferences The fact that we would have joint 
press conferences simultaneously in three 
different parts of the state was something I 
had never seen among Latinos before I thought 
that our presentations before the legislature 
in terms of the details of our plans were more 
concrete than had been presented before by the 
Latino community 

And probably the most important thing that 
came out of the '81 reapportionment—and you 
alluded to it or pointed it out—was that we 
were able to take such an abstract notion a 
process that has traditionally been held in 
secrecy like reapportionment and even though 
we weren't broad based we were able to educate 
the Latino community [on] the importance of 
reapportionment And the recent conferences 
that we've had at the Rose Institute where 
we've had three hundred people people from 
places like the United Way, the American Red 
Cross 

What is your position at the Rose Institute 



251 


SANTILLAN 

VASQUEZ 

SANTILLAN 


now? 

Okay 1*11 just 
I'ra sorry 

No no The Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 
Hispanic Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts on the 
issue of reapportionment they know what reappor¬ 
tionment is I think that was something that 
we had to overcome Besides all those other 
things that I mentioned to you in terms of all 
the obstacles and the fact that there was 
You talk about bilingual education and 
immigration people can really see that But 
you talk about reapportionment drawing 
districts census tracts that's so abstract 
But we were able to in '81 sensitize and 
educate people on that as a building block 
And that's what I see this as as a building 
block And I strongly believe And I 

remember again It may be my confidence 

or ray being naive but we're going to even be 
stronger in 1991 There's just already many 
organizations Southwest Voter Registration 
Richard Martinez is involved and Is 
starting to do that Armando's going to be 
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involved MALDEF is already mobilizing MAPA is 
mobilizing A lot of people are mobilizing 
that weren't mobilizing ten years ago The 
only concern that I would have 

Or if they were they were mobilizing at cross- 
purposes 

Yes for cross-purposes The only thing that I 
would be careful of is that all of these groups 
don't just go their own way Somehow that 
again there'd be some type of coalition with 
all of these groups 
Are you going to try and do that 7 
I'm going to try In fact I believe that 
myself I think Marshall is another person—I 
don't know so much about Armando—but I think 
that myself and Marshall I talked to 

Marshall about this that we can probably play 
like ambassadors And the reason is that I 
know Richard Martinez I know Armando I know 
the MALDEF people and all that And because of 
my work at the Rose we can try to cement these 
groups together Because there's a lot of 
suspicion Richard Martinez doesn't trust 
Armando Armando doesn't trust Richard Armando 
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doesn't trust MALDEF and MALDEF doesn't trust 
MAPA I think that hopefully myself and 
Marshall can be the glue that brings people 
together for a while 

You had a very successful conference the other 

day of three hundred people 

Right 

Does that mean anything? 

Yes I think so I mean who who ? 

The one you had at the Rose 

Oh right And a lot of people were there and 
they were able to see how we could mobilize 
people and the resources 

In fact almost all of the players of the '81 
were there 

Right And we're going to have Yes 

Elaine was there Leticia was there Richard 
Gloria I mean all of them So we're all 
there again And we've learned a lot I think 
we've become these last few years working with 
the county We had more success with the 

county and the city than we did with the reap¬ 
portionment with the state reapportionment 
But in terms of my position So that if 
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you look at It as a If one examines It 

as a progress as a progression—when you look 
at *71 and compare it to *61 and when you 
compare '81 to *71—clearly we're slowly making 
headway And within those intervals between 
'61 and '71 between '71 For example 

between '71 and '81 there was not only the 
reapportionment but out of that reapportion¬ 
ment came people who were actively involved who 
the Voting Rights Act Amendments of 1975,* the 
election of Ayala Of [Raul] Castro in 

Arizona and [Jerry] Apodaca [in New Mexico] 
the bilingual ballots etc Clearly there 
were such things as the elimination of the 
filing fees literacy requirements in the 
seventies We were able to And I worked 

on this in terms of filing Not filing 

fees but for people to run Yes well filing 
fees to run for office All of these things 
There were a number of things that happened 
between '71 and '81 that took place The 
development of the Hispanic Democrats Hispanic 
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Republicans 
[Interruption] 

In between reapportionment there are a lot 
of things that take place I would say that 
between '81 and '91 The city council 

was taken to court and Gloria Molina was 
elected The board of supervisors initiated 
In Los Angeles County 

In L A County And it looks like they may be 
electing a Latino before 1990 The Watsonville 
case the So there’s a lot of things 

people being elected In the 1982 

reapportionment of the nine congressional 
seats that came up five were taken by 
Chicanos Two here two in Texas one in New 
Mexico--Richardson So that doubled the 

Chicano caucus What I'm saying is that in 
between those reapportionments there were many 
activities that took place I see that '81 
really set the tone for a lot of other things 
too It’s not divorced from a lot of other 
things A lot of the people who are now 
involved with a lot of these other activities 
are going to be also in the forefront in '91 
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My role with the Rose Institute is that 
last year I resigned Because I m now the 
chair of the Ethnic and Women’s Studies 
Department at Cal Poly [California State 
Polytechnic University] Pomona And it's 
really demanding And I ? m doing a lot of 
writing I just felt that I could not be an 
effective director So Armando is now the 
director of the Latino Project I'm still 
doing some work in terms of some of the 
publications But I was there for ten years 
Anything else you want to say on this record? 
No it's just been very informative 
Side B] 



